STARSOSTRIPJS, 


Volume 76, No. 182 ©SS 2017 


At the ready 

Misawa’s Draughon Range helps pilots 
prepare to counter North Korean threats 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

DRAUGHON RANGE, Japan — The seeds of vic¬ 
tory over Islamic State in Iraq and Syria were sown 
on a desolate beach in northern Japan. Now, Air 
Force and Navy pilots are there preparing for a 
more sophisticated enemy: North Korea. 

Draughon Range encompasses 1,900 acres of 
sand dunes and forest near Misawa Air Base. 

It’s where Air Force and Navy pilots train to 
defeat enemy air defenses — a mission that 
would be crucial to any fight on the Korean 
Peninsula. 



SEE RANGE ON PAGE 6 


Deana HEiTZMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


F-16 Fighting Falcons from the 13th and 14th Fighter Squadrons line the runway during exercise Beverly Sunrise 17-07 at Misawa Air Base, Japan, on Sept. 16. 
Beverly Sunrise, an annual exercise, is a simulated deployment to test the readiness of the 35th Fighter Wing. 


US decision to provide weapons to Ukraine makes allies nervons 


By Tracy Wilkinson 

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s long-delayed decision to provide 
Ukraine with defensive lethal weapons sig¬ 
naled a new willingness to oppose Russian 
intervention in its neighbor, but has made 
European allies nervous that a recent in¬ 
crease in fighting could escalate. 

The State Department said Friday that 


the administration would supply the gov¬ 
ernment in Kiev with Javelin anti-tank 
missiles to destroy armored vehicles used 
by Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine, and to raise the cost of Russia’s 
intervention in the conflict. 

The Trump administration said earlier 
in the week that it also would permit sales 
of some small arms to Ukraine from U.S. 
manufacturers. 

Ukraine long had sought the portable 


infrared-guided Javelins to blunt the in¬ 
surgents’ advances. But some U.S. officials 
worried that providing the weapons could 
provoke the Kremlin to step up its military 
role and ruin any chance of easing tensions 
with Moscow. 

Kurt Volker, Trump’s special envoy for 
Ukraine, recently warned that the deadli¬ 
est fighting since February had erupted in 
eastern Ukraine. More than 10,000 people 
have been killed since mid-2014, when 


Russian military forces seized the Crime¬ 
an Peninsula and began supporting armed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine against the 
government in Kiev. 

The Pentagon and State Department had 
recommended supplying the anti-tank mis¬ 
siles earlier this year. Officials in Wash¬ 
ington and Kiev stressed that the anti-tank 
missiles are defensive in nature. 

SEE UKRAINE ON PAGE 2 
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Guardsmen 
on islands 
await pay 



Timothy J. Luiz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

U.S. Marines fire an FGM-148 Javelin missile like those the Trump administration is planning to provide to Ukraine. 


Ukraine; Russia calls missile decision ‘dangerous’ 


The (St. Thomas) Virgin Islands 
Daily News 

ST. THOMAS — Members 
of the Virgin Islands National 
Guard, who responded along¬ 
side police officers and firefight¬ 
ers during the twin hurricanes 
of 2017, have not been paid for 
months, officials said Friday. 

The problem stems from the 
nature of the response to the 
hurricane, said Master Sgt. and 
National Guard spokeswoman 
Karen Williams. Because V.I. Na¬ 
tional Guardsmen are technically 
federal employees working as 
contractors for the local govern¬ 
ment, they have higher require¬ 
ments for documentation than the 
average government employee, 
Williams said. 

“Most of us were paid until the 
end of September,” she said. 

However, paychecks have not 
yet cleared for October or No¬ 
vember, Williams said. 

The frantic nature of the re¬ 
sponse also contributed to the 
delay, Williams said. 

“When you have that many 
folks on status being deployed on 
different locations on the island, 
accounting for who’s been where 
at what time can be challenging,” 
she said. 

Once the appropriate forms 
are gathered and submitted, the 
V.I. Finance Department then 
has to process the documents be¬ 
fore the Guardsmen can get paid, 
Williams said. Authorities were 
hopeful the paperwork could be 
processed by the end of the year, 
Williams said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“American weapons in the 
hands of Ukrainian soldiers are 
not for offensive (use), but for 
stronger rebuff of the aggressor 
(and) protection of Ukrainian sol¬ 
diers and civilians,” Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko said 
on Facebook. “It is also a trans- 
Atlantic vaccination against the 
Russian virus of aggression.” 

Heather Nauert, the State 
Department spokeswoman, ap¬ 
peared to downplay the move. 
“U.S. assistance is entirely defen¬ 
sive in nature, and as we have al¬ 
ways said, Ukraine is a sovereign 
country and has a right to defend 
itself,” she said. 

Russia, which has officially de¬ 
nied supporting the insurgents in 
eastern Ukraine, called the U.S. 
decision “dangerous” and said 
Washington was acting as “an ac¬ 
complice in fueling a war.” 

Sergei Ryabkov, Russia’s depu¬ 


ty foreign secretary, also blamed 
what he called anti-Russian 
“Russophobia” in Washington for 
the decision to arm what Moscow 
portrays as fascist Ukrainian 
nationalists. 

“U.S. weapons are capable of 
leading to new casualties in our 
neighboring country, and we can¬ 
not remain indifferent to that,” 
Ryabkov said. 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President 
Emmanuel Macron did not overt¬ 
ly criticize the U.S. decision but 
urged all combatants to abide by 
the much-violated 2015 cease¬ 
fire deal known as the Minsk 
Agreements. 

France and Germany brokered 
the agreement, which called for 
withdrawal of heavy weapons 
from frontline positions, as well as 
safe delivery of humanitarian aid 
and the exchange of prisoners. 

“There is no alternative to an 


exclusively peaceful solution to 
the conflict,” Merkel and Macron 
said in a joint statement. 

Congress approved $500 mil¬ 
lion in aid to Ukraine this year, 
but some congressional leaders, 
including Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., chairman of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
urged the administration to also 
provide lethal weapons. 

In a statement, McCain said 
providing the Javelins “sends 
a strong signal that the United 
States will stand by its allies and 
partners as they fight to defend 
their sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.” He added, “Provid¬ 
ing defensive lethal assistance 
to Ukraine is not opposed to a 
peace in Ukraine; it is essential to 
achieving it.” 

Although Trump has sought 
to improve relations with Mos¬ 
cow, his administration contin¬ 
ues to view Russia’s intervention 


in Ukraine as a critical point of 
tension. 

“It stands as the single most 
difficult obstacle to us re-normal- 
izing the relationship with Russia, 
which we badly would like to do,” 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
said on Nov. 28. 

During the 2016 Republican 
National Convention, the Trump 
campaign removed language 
from the GOP platform that 
called for arming Ukraine, which 
long had been a popular Republi¬ 
can position. 

Trump’s campaign manager 
was Paul Manafort, a lobbyist 
who had worked for pro-Russia 
politicians in Ukraine. In Octo¬ 
ber, a federal grand jury indicted 
Manafort and his deputy, Richard 
Gates, on a dozen charges of fraud, 
conspiracy and money launder¬ 
ing for his work in Ukraine. They 
both have pleaded not guilty. 
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US asks Japan to ban drone 
flights over military bases 




The U.S. military has asked the Japanese government to ban people 
from flying personal drones over American military bases. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The U.S. military has asked 
the Japanese government to stop 
people from buzzing its military 
bases with remote-controlled air¬ 
craft that may pose safety and se¬ 
curity risks. 

Adm. Harry Harris, head of 
U.S Pacific Command, asked for 
action on the drone flights during 
a meeting with Japanese Defense 
Minister Itsunori Onodera in No¬ 
vember, the Asahi newspaper re¬ 
ported Wednesday. 

Small, remotely piloted aircraft 
that have been operated by indi¬ 
viduals over Camp Schwab — a 


Marine Corps facility on Okina¬ 
wa — pose a security and safety 
hazard, said Air Force Col. John 
Hutcheson, a U.S. Forces Japan 
spokesman. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s happen¬ 
ing every day but it’s frequent 
enough to be a significant con¬ 
cern,” he said. “Oftentimes we 
can see the people flying [drones] 
but they are off the grounds of the 
installation.” 

Harris told Japanese officials 
that there is a risk of a drone col¬ 
liding with a military aircraft, 
Asahi reported. 

There was an incident where 
a U.S. military helicopter had to 
make a sharp turn to avoid hitting 
a drone, the newspaper reported. 


The small aircraft don’t appear 
to be a significant issue at other 
U.S. installations in Japan; how¬ 
ever, there are rules for operating 
them on base. At Yokota—USFJ’s 
headquarters in western Tokyo 
— battery-powered toy drones 
are allowed at sports fields on 
the west side while larger recre¬ 
ational drones can be flown from 
an eastside taxiway. 

After a drone crashed onto the 
roof of Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s residence in April 
2015, Japan banned them from 
flying over airports, densely pop¬ 
ulated areas and above 492 feet 
without permission. 

Another law bans drone flights 
over important facilities such as 


the National Diet building. Impe¬ 
rial Palace, nuclear power plants 
and embassies. 

However, those rules don’t 
apply to U.S. military facilities. 
Officials are worried that ter¬ 
rorists, who have used drones in 
attacks in Iraq, might use one to 
strike an American base, Asahi 
reported. 

Following Harris’ request, the 


David McNALLv/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Japanese government is looking 
at revising its laws to cover U.S. 
bases, the report added. 

“We have been working with 
the Ministry of Defense on solu¬ 
tions to this problem,” Hutcheson 
said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Japan 
finalizes 
US’ return 
of land 


Group works to award medals 
to WWII vets in the Philippines 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines — Filipino 
veterans won’t have to pay for medals that 
recognize their service to America during 
World War II, said a former Army officer who 
is helping raise money for them. 

“People don’t realize that Filipinos fought 
[for the United States] in the Philippines,” 
Sonny Busa, the ex-officer and former diplo¬ 
mat, told U.k veterans of foreign wars during 
a recent meeting in Angeles City, Philippines. 
“They don’t realize there were Filipinos on 
the [Bataan] Death March.” 

During an October ceremony at the U.S. 
Capitol, a Congressional Gold Medal was pre¬ 
sented in honor of a quarter-million Filipinos 
who fought at a time when their country was a 
U.S. commonwealth. 

The Filipino Veterans Recognition and 
Education Project, created to raise awareness 
of the veterans’ service, is raising money to 
present individual veterans with replicas of 


that medal, which is on par with the Presiden¬ 
tial Medal of Freedom as the nation’s highest 
civilian award. 

Out of 1,000 printed, about 300 have been 
presented to U.S.-based Filipino veterans to 
date. However, Congress hasn’t appropriated 
funds for individual medals. Instead, private 
donors are paying for them, Busa said. 

“The vets won’t pay [for the medals]. 
They’ve paid for them in blood,” said Busa, 
who is now a professor at the Philippine Mili¬ 
tary Academy. 

There are 9,000 Filipino World War II vet¬ 
erans still living in the Philippines. Support¬ 
ers hope to hold a ceremony there next year 
and present 100 medals. The goal is to raise 
awareness of the veterans’ service and raise 
more money to give medals to the others, 
Busa said. 

“Interest in the medal is intense in the Phil¬ 
ippines, but the funding is lagging,” he told 
Stars and Stripes via email. “As soon as there 
is an award ceremony I am confident that the 



Courtesy of Sonny Busa 

This Congressional Gold Medal honors a 
quarter-million Filipinos who fought during 
World World II at a time when their country 
was a U.S. commonwealth. 

donations will pour in.” 

Donations are being accepted at FilVetREP. 
org. 


Japan mulls converting destroyer to aircraft carrier 


The Japan News/Yomiuri 

TOKYO — Japan is consider¬ 
ing remodeling the Maritime 
Self-Defense Force’s largest-class 
destroyer, the Izumo, into an air¬ 
craft carrier on which fighter jets 
can take off and land. The Yomiuri 
Shimbun has learned. If the plan 
materializes, it will be the first 
aircraft carrier to be possessed 
by the Self-Defense Forces. 

According to multiple govern¬ 
ment sources, the government 
aims to begin operation of the air¬ 
craft carrier in the early 2020s, 
and it intends to maintain its in¬ 
terpretation that Japan cannot 
possess an aircraft carrier with 
attack capabilities by using the 
envisaged aircraft carrier for de¬ 
fense purposes, such as using it as 
a refueling base in defending re¬ 
mote islands. 


The government assumes that 
the new aircraft carrier will carry 
U.S. forces’ F-35B fighter jets, 
the sources said. By strengthen¬ 
ing Japan-U.S. cooperation, the 
government aims to prepare for 
threats posed by North Korea and 
China. 

The Izumo is a destroyer with a 
large deck, and its shape is similar 
to that of an aircraft carrier. It is 
said that the vessel is capable of 
carrying 14 helicopters. If it is re¬ 
modeled into an aircraft carrier, it 
likely will be able to carry about 10 
F-35B fighter jets, according to the 
sources. 

In the remodeling, the deck’s 
heat resistance will be enhanced 
so it can withstand the heat pro¬ 
duced by the jet engine of an F- 
35B fighter jet, the sources said. 
A specific remodeling method 
will be examined going forward. 


including a plan to build a slope 
into the deck to assist aircraft in 
taking off, much like a ski jump. 

The Defense Ministry aims to 
appropriate research expenses in 
the fiscal 2019 budget, the sourc¬ 
es said. 

The government also is con¬ 
sidering deploying F-35B fighter 
jets to the Air Self-Defense Force. 
However, if F-35B fighter jets are 
loaded onto the envisaged aircraft 
carrier, it would directly mean 
Japan’s acquisition of the ability 
to hit enemy bases. The govern¬ 
ment will decide the issue based 
on discussions for the revision of 
the National Defense Program 
Guidelines at the end of 2018. 

The purpose of possessing an 
aircraft carrier is to promote inte¬ 
grated operations between Japan 
and the United States through re¬ 
fueling U.S. forces’ aircraft on the 


aircraft carrier. 

Under the security-related leg¬ 
islation that went into effect in 
March 2016 and the new Acquisi¬ 
tion and Cross-Servicing Agree¬ 
ment that took effect in April 2017, 
Japan is now able to refuel U.S. 
forces’ aircraft in a wider range 
of situations, such as exercises in 
peacetime and preparation for ac¬ 
tion in case of emergencies. 

The use of a Japanese aircraft 
carrier by U.S. forces will help 
enhance the ability to defend re¬ 
mote islands and the MSDF’s de¬ 
fense capabilities. 

In case of enemy attacks on re¬ 
mote islands or MSDF fleets, if 
U.S. fighter jets can land and refu¬ 
el on the aircraft carrier deployed 
at a place an appropriate distance 
from the enemy, the ability to deal 
with the enemy will be increased. 


Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 

— The Japanese government 
has finalized the reversion of the 
largest swath of land from U.S. to 
Japanese control since 1972. 

Officials celebrated hand¬ 
ing back the land to private and 
municipal landowners during a 
ceremony Monday in the village 
of Kunigami, an Okinawa De¬ 
fense Bureau spokesman said. 
“I believe that the formal hand¬ 
over of around [9,900 acres] of 
land to the landowners today set 
a direction toward mitigating the 
impact on the local communi¬ 
ties,” Defense Minister Itsunori 
Onodera told reporters. 

The land, which was once part 
of the U.S. military’s Northern 
Training Area, was included in 
the approximately 18,640 acres 
given back to Japan in Decem¬ 
ber 2016. Since then, Japanese 
defense officials have been busy 
testing the area’s soil and water 
for pollution while also checking 
for unexploded ordnance. None 
has been found so far. 

Roughly 8,410 acres of that land 
are nationally owned; 1,426 acres 
are owned by the prefecture and 
about 42 acres are owned by 
Kunigami. The final 32 acres be¬ 
long to 88 private landowners. 

The Northern Training Area 
is the largest U.S. military site 
in Okinawa. Nearly 10,000 acres 

— roughly the size of two Kadena 
Air Bases — was given back last 
year after the Marine Corps built 
six helicopter landing zones in 
a consolidated area to facilitate 
the land’s return, which was first 
agreed upon in 1996. The land is 
mostly undeveloped jungle. 

newsdistripes.com 
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Oyster reefs protect key bases 


By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

MIDDLETOWN, N.J. — Earle Naval 
Weapons Station, where the Navy loads 
some of America’s most sophisticated 
weapons onto warships, suffered $50 
million worth of damage in Superstorm 
Sandy. Now the naval pier is fortifying it¬ 
self with some decidedly low-tech protec¬ 
tion: oysters. 

The facility has allowed an environmen¬ 
tal group to plant nearly a mile of oyster 
reefs about a quarter-mile off its shoreline 
to serve as a natural buffer to storm-driven 
wave damage. 

Other military bases are enlisting the 
help of oysters, too. In June, environmen¬ 
tal groups and airmen established a reef 
in the waters of Eglin Air Force Base Res¬ 
ervation in Florida, and more are planned 
nearby. Oysters also help protect Naval 
Station Norfolk in Virginia. Three oyster 
reefs protect the USS Laffey museum in 
South Carolina. And military installations 
in Alabama and North Carolina have dis¬ 
patched their enlisted personnel to help 
build oyster reefs in off-base coastal sites. 

They are among hundreds of places 
around the U.S. and the world where oyster 
reefs are being planted primarily as storm- 
protection measures. A bill just introduced 
in Congress would give coastal communi¬ 
ties $100 million over the next five years 
to create “living shorelines” that include 
oyster reefs. 

“Having a hardened structure like that 
oyster reef will absorb some of that wave 


energy,” said Earle spokesman Bill Addi¬ 
son. “All the pipes and cables that are on 
the pier now, all of that was washed away 
and had to be rebuilt. And there was a lot 
of flooding that came into the base. Will 
this protect us against all of that? No, but 
it will do a significant amount of good to 
protect the base and the complex and our 
surrounding communities.” 

The NY/NJ Baykeeper group has been 
experimenting with oysters at the Navy 
pier since 2011, originally as a way to see 
if the shellfish, through their natural fil¬ 
tering ability, might help improve water 
quality in the murky Raritan Bay. (They 
did somewhat.) In summer 2016, the group 
planted the oyster reef primarily as a 
storm protection measure — a trend that 
has taken hold around the world within 
the past decade or so, according to Bryan 
DeAngelis, a program coordinator for The 
Nature Conservancy in Rhode Island. 

Environmentalists say “living shore¬ 
lines” including oyster colonies are far 
preferable to, and cheaper than, armoring 
the coast with steel seawalls or wooden 
bulkheads that invariably accelerate ero¬ 
sion of the sand in front of such manmade 
structures. 

“Waves are affected by the roughness 
of the bottom,” said Boze Hancock, a ma¬ 
rine restoration scientist with The Nature 
Conservancy who has studied and partici¬ 
pated in oyster projects around the world. 
“Picture a wave trying to roll over a huge 
sponge, compared to one rolling over an 
asphalt parking lot. The ‘sponge,’ or rough, 
uneven oyster reef, sucks the energy out of 


the wave as it rolls toward the shore.” 

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., D-N.J., recently 
introduced The Living Shorelines Act, 
which would make coastal communities 
eligible for federal grants for oyster reefs 
and wetlands plants. Its prospects remain 
uncertain in the GOP-controlled House. 

In most spots, the oysters are designed 
not to be harvested and eaten. But in other 
places, including New Jersey, the oysters 
have been planted in polluted waterways 
where shellfish harvesting is prohibited, 
leading to concerns about poachers steal¬ 
ing them and sickening customers. Such a 
dispute forced Baykeeper to rip out a reef 
it planted a few miles from the Navy pier 
and relocate the shellfish to nearby waters 
that are patrolled by gun-toting boats. 




Photos by Wayne Parry/AP 


Above: Meredith Comi, of NY/NJ 
Baykeeper, lifts concrete cages that are 
submerged offshore to create oyster 
reefs at Earle Naval Weapons Station in 
Middletown, NJ. 

Left: Oysters grow on larger shells at the 
naval weapons station. Oyster reefs can 
protect shorelines against the damaging 
effects of waves during storms. 
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US airstrike in Somalia 
kills 13 al-Shabab members 


Experimental Osprey arrives in Ohio 


Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — The US. 
military said it has killed 13 mem¬ 
bers of the al-Shabab extrem¬ 
ist group with a new airstrike in 
southern Somalia. 

The statement from the US. 
Africa Command said the strike 
was carried out Sunday morning. 
A spokeswoman said it occurred 
about 31 miles northwest of Kis- 
mayo and that no civilians were 


killed. 

The United States has carried 
out 34 drone strikes in Somalia 
this year after the Trump ad¬ 
ministration expanded military 
efforts against Africa’s deadliest 
Islamic extremist group. 

Al-Shabab was blamed for the 
October truck bombing in So¬ 
malia’s capital, Mogadishu, that 
killed 512 people. Only a few at¬ 
tacks since 9/11 have left a higher 
death toll. 


Nev. man sentenced in sale 
of stolen USAF ammunition 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — A Nevada man 
who sold smoke grenades and 
military-issued ammunition sto¬ 
len from the US. Air Force has 
been sentenced to 18 months in 
prison and two years’ probation. 

US. Attorney Steven Myhre 
said Temogen Tran Noguni, 38, of 
Henderson was sentenced Friday 
in Las Vegas after pleading guilty 
in August to one count of unau¬ 
thorized sale of US. property. 

Two co-defendants previously 
pleaded guilty to criminal charg¬ 
es in the case, including Jonathan 


Owens, 27, a staff sergeant at Nel¬ 
lis Air Force Base. 

Federal prosecutors said No¬ 
guni acknowledged he bought the 
items from Owens in 2015. 

In addition to smoke grenades, 
the items included body armor 
vests, rifle scopes, night vision 
binoculars and goggles. The am¬ 
munition included armor-pierc¬ 
ing .50 caliber cartridges not 
available for public sale. 

Myhre says Noguni was ar¬ 
rested after he listed the items for 
sale on the internet. 


‘Chilly Willy’ to be used in medical 
research at Wright-Patterson base 

By Barrie Barber 

Dayton (Ohio) Daily News 

A Marine Corps aircraft dubbed “Chilly Willy” 
that spent frigid, icy winters in experimental flights 
in Canada will take a deep dive into medical research 
at Wright-Patterson. 

Aerospace researchers will use the MV-22 Os¬ 
prey for ergonomic and musculoskeletal studies on 
crewmembers at the Naval Medical Research Unit- 
Dayton, said Navy Capt. Rees Lee, the unit’s com¬ 
manding officer at Wright-Patterson. 

“There’s no substitute to understanding how a 
human being integrates into an aircraft without the 
actual aircraft,” Lee said. “I’d love to say that virtual 
reality has advanced to the point that we don’t need 
physical aircraft, but we’re not there yet. 

“The big thing with this aircraft (is) because this 
tilt-rotor technology is unique, it puts unique pres¬ 
sures on the body,” Lee said. The Osprey adjusts its 
twin propellers to take off and land like a helicopter 
and fly like a conventional airplane. 

The plane landed Dec. 19 at the airstrip next to the 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force at Wright- 
Patterson. The aircraft arrived from Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion Patuxent River in Maryland, the end of nearly 15 
years of experimental flight testing, including three 
winters in the Canadian province of Nova Scotia. 

The tilt-rotor turboprop was to be rolled into a 
hangar at the Air Force School of Aerospace Medi¬ 
cine. The engines and other parts of the plane will be 
removed. Aviation medical personnel at the school 
will train to load patients into the Osprey in a dual 
use of the unique airplane, Lee said. 



R.J. ORiEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Marine Lt. Col. John Ennis, Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron 21 chief test pilot, signs the fuselage of 
the IVIV-22 Osprey he was delivering Dec. 19 to 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. 

The Navy’s interest is finding out how injuries 
occur to crewmembers aboard the aircraft, which 
will be a “workhorse” transporting troops in the Ma¬ 
rine Corps for decades, according to Lee. 

The Ohio State University Spine Research Insti¬ 
tute will work with the Navy on ergonomic research 
aboard the ground-based MV-22, Lee said. 

“One of the mqjor medical complaints of aircrew 
is neck and back pain,” he said. “If we can mitigate 
that, provide either changes to the aircraft itself or 
how people move within the aircraft, that can sig¬ 
nificantly mitigate musculoskeletal stress and back 
pain injury.” 

The tilt-rotor has other uses within the military: 

The Navy plans to fly CMV-22B planes, which 
costs $88.9 million today, to haul passengers and 
cargo to aircraft carriers at sea by the 2020s. 

The Air Force’s $90 million version, called the CV- 
22, flies in the service branch’s Special Operations 
Command. 
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Club Rllionce • Shorkij's Roadhouse 
December 31 ’ H p.m. - 3 Q.m. 

3 Packages Available for Purchase 

$10 Party Package 

This Package includes, entertainment, and chances to win prizes all night 
long. New Year’s party favors, a glass of champagne and breakfast buffet 
served at 12:30. Pay at the door. No advanced purchase necessary. 

$35 Steak & Lobster Dinner 

Make your final meal of the year a great one! Enjoy our New Year’s 
Dinner Special at Italian Gardens, featuring Juicy prime rib and 
succulent lobster tail served with delicious sides and dessert. 

$40 Deluxe Packages 

Gotta have it all? This package is all inclusive! Includes the 
Surf & Turf Dinner and Party Package. 


Club T okemiijQ 

Sundog, December 31 • 8 p.m. - 1 Q.m. 

Send 2017 off with a live DJ, $ Balloon Drop, Party Favors, 
Finger Food and more! 
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Range: As ISIS fight winds down, airmen focus on core mission 



Russell McBpiDE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


The 13th Fighter Squadron trains at Draughon Range, north of Misawa Air Base, Japan, in this undated photo. 



Seth RossoN/Stars and Stripes 


Old shipping containers used as tai^ets have taken a beating at Draughon Range. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The suppression of enemy air defense, or 
SEAD, mission was born during the Viet¬ 
nam War and has evolved to use Navy EA- 
18 Growlers capable of jamming enemy 
radar and Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcons 
charged with destroying radar and missile 
launchers with precision bombing. 

“We find, fix and target radars and mis¬ 
siles and provide access for other aircraft,” 
said 35th Fighter Wing Commander Col. 
Scott Jobe. He leads Misawa’s two squad¬ 
rons of F-16s — jets that would be among 
the first to cross the Demilitarized Zone if 
a war were to happen. 

North Korea, which has conducted pro¬ 
vocative underground nuclear blasts and 
missile tests this year, is a primary focus 
for the Misawa pilots, Jobe said. 

Other F-16s could conduct the mission, 
he added, but Misawa’s jets are the only 
ones in the Western Pacific that train for 
it. 

“If called upon, we are expected to be 
ready to react to any threat in the region, 
which includes North Korea,” Jobe said. 
“We would go in wherever our SEAD capa¬ 
bilities are needed to stimulate the threats 
so we can locate and destroy them.” 

If North Korea breaks the cease-fire 
— in effect on the Korean Peninsula since 
the Korean War ended in 1953 — Jobe said 
the United States would react. 

“We will go in there and stimulate the 
threat so they look at us and shoot at us and 
we can shoot back,” he said. 

Misawa pilots practice countering the 
North Korean air-defense systems daily, 
weather permitting, Jobe said. Growlers 
fly over the range, jamming radar signals 
sent out by training emitters while other 
Misawa planes play the role of enemy air¬ 
craft. The Air Force also uses computers 
to simulate threats. 

The North Koreans are equipped with 
older SA-2 and SA-5 missile systems pro¬ 
vided by the Soviets during the Cold War. 
They aren’t as sophisticated as those 
fielded by China and Russia, but are still a 
threat, Jobe said. 

Exactly how many missiles the North 
Koreans have is classified; however, Jobe 
said they’re useless without radar. 

“No matter how many missiles or launch¬ 
ers there are, without a guidance system 
they are less of a threat,” he said. 

Operation Inherent Resolve 

ISIS never had much in the way of air 
defenses. However, the group’s fanatical 
fighters took brutal revenge on downed pi¬ 
lots, burning them alive in cages and post¬ 
ing videos of the killings online. 

This was the threat that Misawa pilots 
faced when they deployed to the Middle 
East in support of Operation Inherent Re¬ 
solve in 2014 and 2015. 

Ahead of that mission, the pilots com¬ 
pleted SERE — survival, evasion, resis¬ 
tance and escape — training at Draughon 
and were well aware of the risks of flying 
over enemy territory. 

“There are many more threats to worry 
about, especially if you have to eject from 
your aircraft [such as] evading from the 
enemy, surviving in the desert landscape, 
coordinating for recovery,” said F-16 pilot 
Capt. Danielle Kangas, who deployed to 
the Middle East from Misawa in 2015. 

To prepare pilots for the downrange 
missions, Misawa pilots practiced bomb¬ 
ing with the pinpoint accuracy they’d need 
to strike the militants, whose positions 
were surrounded by civilian homes in cit¬ 
ies such as Mosul and Raqqa. 

The small bombing area at Draughon 
was the ideal place to train for an operation 
where there was also limited airspace. In 
Iraq and Syria, the pilots dropped 100- to 
1,000-pound bombs and had to be precise 


to minimize collateral damage, Kangas 
said. 

The Air Force added a mosque-like 
building made from shipping containers 
and barrels to Draughon. The structure, 
which Misawa pilots trained to avoid, still 
stands in the forest, painted white to make 
it easy to spot from the air. 

“We fly in Draughon so much, we are 
pretty familiar with the landscape and 
terrain features ... downrange, we went to 
hundreds of different locations that we had 
never seen before,” Kangas said. 

The Misawa pilots also practiced straf¬ 
ing runs they’d need to target dismounted 
insurgents or vehicles. A row of red tires 
at the range directs pilots to a “tactical” 
target on the beach — a shipping container 
surrounded by old Humvees blasted with 
20mm rounds from planes flying as low as 
75 feet. 

“Strafing isn’t the most common attack 
we do, so utilizing Draughon Range is even 
more important to have the ability to prac¬ 
tice it so we remain proficient in the event 
we need to strafe in combat,” Kangas said. 

Air Force Joint Terminal Attack Con¬ 


trollers, or JTACs, from around the Pacific 
came to Draughon to prepare for battle in 
Iraq and Syria. They practiced identify¬ 
ing the enemy from the ground, marking 
the targets with lasers and directing pilots 
over the radio. 

Pilots used Draughon to simulate Middle 
East areas of operations and practiced co¬ 
ordinating with JTACs, Kangas said. 

“This is basically us talking to a guy on 
the ground who is talking our eyes onto the 
target and then giving us parameters and 
approval to perform the attack,” she said. 

Core mission 

There’s plenty of evidence of the effort 
to prepare Misawa pilots at Draughon. 
The beach there is littered with hundreds 
of bombs and impact craters where larg¬ 
er munitions — some as heavy as 2,000 
pounds — have been dropped. 

Munitions used at the range don’t pack 
as much punch as bombs used in combat; 
however, they do contain small charges so 
pilots can see where they land. Explosive 
ordnance disposal personnel render duds 


safe before disposing of them. 

With the fight against ISIS winding down, 
the Misawa-based airmen are focused on 
their core mission: neutralizing enemy air 
defenses. 

“A lot of the real basic training goes on 
here... identifying the target from the plane 
and flying at 350 knots and dropping bombs 
while communicating with people in the 
area,” said Joe Conley, 49, of Toledo, Ohio, 
a civilian contractor with Cubic Global De¬ 
fense who has helped run the range since 
1998. 

Range workers make sure the training 
is safe, clearing pilots to drop bombs and 
talking to them by radio as they approach 
targets. Conley was watching in 2000 when 
a pilot bailed as his F-16 went down just 
offshore. 

“It just stalled into the water and sank,” 
he said. “There was no explosion or any¬ 
thing. Everything was slow.” 

The range is named after Petty Officer 
3rd Class Mathew Draughon, a Navy diver 
who drowned trying to salvage the aircraft. 

Mackay Trophies 

Misawa pilots flying over Syria twice 
won the prestigious Mackay Trophy for the 
“most meritorious flight of the year.” Past 
recipients of the award, which has been 
given out since 1912, include Eddie Ricken- 
backer, the highest-scoring American ace 
of World War I, and Chuck Yeager, first to 
break the sound barrier. 

In 2014, the award went to Capt. David 
Kroontje and Capt. Gregory Balzhiser, who 
in their F-16s attacked four times 500 miles 
inside enemy-controlled terrain; destroyed 
three ISIS blockades, multiple armored ve¬ 
hicles and an observation post; and killed 
insurgents firing at Yazidi civilians trapped 
on Mount Sinjar. 

Misawa pilots helped Kurdish pesh- 
merga fighters rescue 40,000 civilians, in¬ 
cluding women, children, elderly and sick, 
according to the National Aeronautical 
Association. 

In 2015, four more Misawa fliers — Lt. 
Col. Jeffrey Cohen, Mqj. Seth Taylor, Kan¬ 
gas and Capt. Mathew Park — were award¬ 
ed Mackay trophies for their actions over 
al Hasakah in northeast Syria. Over four 
hours, the crews destroyed eight enemy 
fighting positions with no friendly or civil¬ 
ian casualties. 

The battle marked the end of a three- 
month operation that liberated 17,000 
square kilometers of territory from ISIS, 
the Air Force said. 


robson.seth(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 



We would go in wherever our SEAD 
capabilities are needed to stimulate 
the threats so we can locate and 
destroy them, f 


Col. Scott Jobe 

35th Fighter Wing commander 
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Mary Schwalm/AP 


A sexual assault complaint has been filed against Corey 
Lewandowski, the former campaign manager for President Donald 
Trump, by Joy Villa, a singer and potential congressional candidate. 

Sex assault complaint 
filed against former 
Trump campaign aide 


US firms can start counting 
their benefits from tax law 



Dave Marti n/AP 


The Republicans’ tax overhaul benefits craft breweries by cutting the 
excise tax on beer. A range of U.S. industries will benefit from the 
measure. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—A singer and 
potential congressional candidate 
says she has filed a sexual assault 
complaint against President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s former campaign 
manager for hitting her twice on 
her buttocks during a Washington 
gathering in November. 

Joy Villa, a Trump backer who 
wore a “Make America Great 
Again” dress at the Grammys this 
year, said Tuesday she plans to 
meet with detectives in Washing¬ 
ton next week about the complaint 
against Corey Lewandowski. 

In a phone interview from 
Tampa, Fla., Villa said she was 
initially reluctant to come for¬ 
ward because she was worried 
about any backlash. But she said 
she called Washington’s Metro¬ 
politan Police Department on 
Christmas Eve after a friend 
who witnessed the incident spoke 
about it publicly and other friends 
urged her to come forward. 

“I didn’t know him at all,” Villa 
said about Lewandowski. “I only 
knew him by reputation. He broke 


my trust.” 

She said she saw him at a gath¬ 
ering at the Trump International 
Hotel on the day after Thanksgiv¬ 
ing, and said Lewandowski struck 
her “extremely hard” even after 
she told him to stop. She said she 
felt it was “disgusting and shock¬ 
ing and demeaning.” 

Villa, who is considering a run 
for a Florida congressional seat, 
said she initially thought it was 
sexual harassment, but police 
told her that touching someone 
on any body part that is sexual in 
nature constituted sexual assault. 
She said she was told it was clas¬ 
sified as a misdemeanor. 

Lewandowski did not respond 
to an email seeking comment. 

This is not the first time Lewan¬ 
dowski has faced police charges. 
In March 2016 he was charged 
with misdemeanor battery for an 
altercation involving a female re¬ 
porter after a news conference in 
Florida. The charges were later 
dropped. 

Trump fired him as campaign 
manager in June 2016. 


By Paul Wiseman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Craft brew¬ 
eries are raising a glass to the 
Republicans’ new tax overhaul: It 
cuts the excise tax on beer. Retail¬ 
ers, long saddled with heavy tax 
bills, will get relief So will some 
high-profile names in corporate 
finance, led by Wells Fargo. 

The tax measure that President 
Donald Trump signed into law 
Friday distributes benefits across 
a range of American industries, 
from construction to health care. 

“As a general rule of thumb, 
everybody’s doing well under this 
bill,” Martin Sullivan, chief econo¬ 
mist at Tax Analysts, said of U.S. 
companies. “When you give out a 
trillion in tax breaks, it’s hard to 
create a lot of losers.” 

The new law slashes the corpo¬ 
rate tax rate to 21 percent from 35 
percent. It applies a low one-time 
tax to the profits that corporations 
have long kept overseas to avoid 
paying taxes under the current 
higher rate. 

It also delivers a windfall to 
people who pay personal taxes 
on business earnings. It lets com¬ 
panies immediately write off the 
full cost of new equipment. And it 
showers goodies on some individ¬ 
ual industries, such as craft brew¬ 
ers, distilleries and wineries. 

In dollars, the biggest tax sav¬ 
ings from 2018 through 2027 go 
to manufacturers: $261.5 billion, 
according to an analysis by the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Penn 
Wharton Budget Model. Next- 
most-fortunate are insurance and 
finance companies ($249.4 billion) 
and retailers ($171.4 billion). 

Supporters of the Republican 
tax bill point out that America’s 35 
percent corporate tax is one of the 
highest among advanced econo¬ 
mies. But the tax code is so riddled 
with loopholes that few corpora¬ 
tions have actually paid that list 


price. Without the new law, the 
effective tax rate across all indus¬ 
tries would have been 21.2 percent 
next year. With it, the effective rate 
across industries drops all the way 
to 9.2 percent in 2018, according to 
the Penn Wharton Model. 

Not all industries have gained 
equally from loopholes. Retail¬ 
ers, for example, would have paid 
a 27.5 percent rate in 2018; under 
the new law, they’ll pay just 15.6 
percent. 

“The tax bill is a big shot in the 
arm for retailers, who have tradi¬ 
tionally paid taxes at nearly the full 
amount,” said Matthew Shay, CEO 
of the National Retail Federation. 

Finance and insurance compa¬ 
nies would have paid an effective 
corporate tax rate of 26.1 percent 
next year. Now, it will be 14.3 per¬ 
cent. Analysts at Goldman Sachs 
have estimated that the tax law 
will boost big-bank earnings per 
share by 13 percent next year. 
The top beneficiary will be Wells 
Fargo, which has been dogged by 
scandals over cheating customers. 
It will enjoy an 18 percent earnings 


surge in 2018, Goldman estimates. 

Technology companies such as 
Apple and Google’s parent Alpha¬ 
bet Inc. can now catch a break 
on profits they’ve stored abroad. 
Under current law, corporations 
must pay the U.S. corporate tax 
on overseas earnings, but not until 
they return the money. 

So tech companies have kept 
a big chunk of profits overseas 
— $669 billion worth at the end of 
last year, according to Moody’s In¬ 
vestors Service. 

The tax overhaul imposes a dis¬ 
counted one-time levy on those 
earnings — 15.5 percent for earn¬ 
ings held in cash or other liquid 
assets and 8 percent for earnings 
held in harder-to-sell assets. That 
means tech companies can return 
the money to the United States 
with less of a tax burden. 

The tax bill let craft brewers 
cross something off their long¬ 
standing wish list: The federal ex¬ 
cise tax they pay will be halved to 
$3.50 a barrel on the first 60,000 
barrels. Wineries and distillers 
also get tax breaks. 


Va. Democrat fights tied House race 


Associated Press 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — The 
Democrat in a tied race for a Vir¬ 
ginia House seat that could affect 
which party controls the cham¬ 
ber said Tuesday that she’ll ask 
a court to declare the tie invalid 
and her the winner. 

Shelly Simonds and her lawyers 
said the court failed to follow state 
election law by allowing a ballot to 
be counted a day after last week’s 
recount, among other errors. The 
campaign said it will ask the same 
court to reconsider its decision. 

In the meantime, state election 
officials postponed their plan to 
break the tie Wednesday in Rich¬ 
mond by drawing names from a 
bowl. 

James Alcorn, chairman of 
Virginia’s State Board of Elec¬ 
tions, said in a series of tweets 
that drawing names “is an action 


of last resort.” 

“Any substantive concerns re¬ 
garding the election or recount 
should be resolved before a ran¬ 
dom drawing is conducted,” he 
wrote. 

The race between Simonds and 
Republican Del. David Yancey is 
for the 94th House of Delegates 
District in Newport News. If Si¬ 
monds were declared the winner, 
it would split party control of Vir¬ 
ginia’s House 50-50. 

Simonds appeared to have lost 
November’s election by 10 votes. 
Then she appeared to have won a 
recount by a single vote last week. 
A day later, a court in Newport 
News declared a tie. 

Ezra Reese, an attorney for 
Simonds, said Tuesday that the 
court erred in following election 
law because it allowed an un¬ 
counted ballot to be challenged 


by Yancey’s campaign after the 
recount concluded. 

Yancey’s attorneys told the 
court that a Republican election 
official was “confused” about 
election guidelines. The official 
had let the vote remain uncounted 
before raising concerns the next 
day. 

Whoever wins the 94th District 
race, the fight over control of the 
House may not end there. A law¬ 
suit is pending over the results of 
a hotly contested race in the 28th 
District in the Fredericksburg 
area. 

Democrat Joshua Cole lost to 
Republican Bob Thomas by 82 
votes in November and by 73 
votes in a recount last week. But 
voters filed a lawsuit in federal 
court after at least 147 ballots 
were found to be assigned to the 
wrong districts. 
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Construction halted at 9/11 church 



Mark Lennihan/AP 


A construction worker walks in front of the St. Nicholas National 
Shrine in New York in August. Work on the Greek Orthodox church 
destroyed in the 9/11 attacks has been temporarily suspended. 


By Colleen Long 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Construction 
on a Greek Orthodox church to 
replace one that was crushed in 
the Sept. 11 attacks has been tem¬ 
porarily suspended amid rising 
costs and questions over how do¬ 
nations have been managed. 

The St. Nicholas National Shrine 
next to the World Trade Center 
memorial plaza was to replace a 
tiny church obliterated when the 
trade center’s south tower fell in 
2001. The new building was de¬ 
signed by renowned architect 
Santiago Calatrava, who created 
the soaring white bird-like mall 
and transit hub nearby called the 
Oculus. 

But unlike the transit hub, built 
largely with federal transporta¬ 
tion dollars, the church is being 
funded through donations includ¬ 
ing from the Greek government, 
Greek Orthodox church members 
around the world, the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Boston 
and the Italian city of Bari, whose 
patron saint is St. Nicholas. 

In September, the estimated 
cost was $50 million. But ac¬ 
cording to The New York Times, 


which first reported the work 
suspension, the cost had jumped 
to an estimated $72 million to $78 
million as of this month. 

Two firms — Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers and BakerHostetler 
— were hired to perform an in¬ 
dependent investigation into the 
construction, according to a Dec. 
9 statement posted on the website 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdio¬ 
cese of America. 

The stoppage was ordered by 
the construction company on the 
project, Skanska USA, the state¬ 
ment said. 

“The archdiocese is confidently 
hopeful that construction will re¬ 
commence in the very near future 
and has been assured by Skanska 
... that they are looking forward to 
the rescinding of this temporary 
suspension to continue working 
together in cooperation with the 
archdiocese for the completion 
of the building project,” the state¬ 
ment read. 

The Greek Orthodox archdio¬ 
cese, based in New York, repre¬ 
sents more than 500 parishes 
across the country with more 
than 1.5 million members of the 
church and 800 priests. It report¬ 
ed last fall it was suffering from 


a “severe and complex” financial 
deficit. 

Skanska, part of Stockholm- 
based Skanska AB, said it had 
extended payment deadlines and 
discussed alternatives with the 
archdiocese to try to keep the 
project going but ultimately had 


to halt construction. 

The St. Nicholas shrine, meant 
as a salve for the faithful and a 
welcoming space for those wish¬ 
ing to reflect, was inspired by two 
Byzantine shrines in Istanbul — 
the Hagia Sophia and the Church 
of the Holy Savior in Chora. 


Days of bitter cold ahead for Midwest, Northeast 


Associated Press 


ERIE, Pa. — As snow contin¬ 
ues to pile up in Erie, Pa., which 
already has nearly 63 inches on 
the ground, forecasters warn of 
frigid, sub-zero arctic air and 
dangerously cold wind chills in 
much of the US. 

A storm in Erie brought 34 
inches of snow on Christmas Day, 
an all-time daily snowfall record, 
and another 24.5 inches by Tues¬ 
day night. More than 62.9 inches 
have fallen on the city since Dec. 
23, with an additional 2 to 4 inch¬ 
es predicted Wednesday. 

The city issued a snow emer¬ 
gency, citing “dangerous and 
impassable” roads, and asked 
residents to stay off the streets. 
State police and the state Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation are urg¬ 
ing people to avoid travel, citing 
poor visibility and deteriorating 
conditions. 

Erie County Executive Kathy 
Dahlkemper declared a disaster 
emergency to allow “needed re¬ 
sources to be obtained.” 

Wind chill advisories or warn¬ 
ings are in effect for all of North 
Dakota and Wisconsin, as well as 
swaths of South Dakota, Minneso¬ 
ta, Iowa, Michigan and Indiana. 

Wind chill advisories were also 


Greg Wohlford, Erie (Pa.) Times-News/AP 

Rochelle Carlotti, 28, shovels steps near her home after a record snowfall Tuesday in Erie, Pa. The 
National Weather Service said Monday’s storm brought 34 inches, a daily snowfall record for Erie. 

in effect for parts of Maine, Ver- York. is possible with as little as 30 min- 

mont. New Hampshire and New Meteorologists warn frostbite utes of exposure. 



Man held 
in Phoenix 
killings of 
wife, 2 kids 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — A man accused 
in the Christmas Day shooting 
of his estranged wife and their 
two children was held without 
bail Tuesday on three counts of 
first-degree murder following 
an afternoon of violence that cul¬ 
minated in a night-time shootout 
with police officers. 

Maricopa County Superior 
Court records filed Tuesday show 
Anthony Milan Ross, 45, was also 
charged with multiple counts of 
aggravated assault and assault 
against a police officer in the 
Monday afternoon mayhem. 

Police responding to a report 
of gunfire arrived at the Phoenix 
apartment complex where the 
shooting had taken place to find 
the body of Ross’ estranged wife. 
Iris Ross, 38, outside. Officers 
later found the bodies of their 
son Nigel Ross, 11, and their 10- 
month-old daughter, Anora Ross, 
inside the apartment where the 
father had barricaded himself 

Police tried to talk to Ross 
when he was inside the unit, Sgt. 
Jonathan Howard said. Several 
hours later, Ross indicated he had 
killed the two children and began 
shooting at officers, said authori¬ 
ties. After a brief gunbattle, he 
was taken into custody. 

Ross was not hurt, Howard 
said. One officer was injured by 
shrapnel and taken to the hospital 
in stable condition. 

It was unclear where Ross was 
currently living. Police had ini¬ 
tially indicated he no longer lived 
at the complex and was visiting 
the area for the holidays, but 
court documents listed the apart¬ 
ment address as his residence. 

Police did not give a motive for 
the shooting that they said they 
were investigating as a domestic 
violence incident. 

It was not clear if Ross had a 
lawyer who could speak on his 
behalf 

A status conference was set to 
be held at Maricopa County Su¬ 
perior Court on the morning of 
Jan. 3, and a preliminary hearing 
was scheduled for the morning of 
Jan. 5. 

On the afternoon of the shoot¬ 
ing, tactical units escorted resi¬ 
dents from the area, and some 
clustered outside a convenience 
store for hours until the standoff 
ended. Others returning home 
weren’t allowed in. 
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ack Ryan is dealing with an aggressive challenge 
from the Chinese government. Pawns are being 
moved around a global chessboard: an attack on 
an oil platform in Africa, a terrorist strike on an 
American destroyer and a storm tossed American 
spy ship that may fall into Chinese hands. 
But there are hints that there’s even more 
going on behind the scenes. 
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As child care costs 
soar, more public 
preschools needed 



Photos by Elaine Thompson/AP 


Daniel O’Donnell, left, looks on as William Hayden sends lai^e blocks flying at the Creative Kids 
Learning Center, a school that focuses on pre-kindergarten for 4- and 5-year-olds, in Seattle in 2016. 



Assistant teacher D’onna Hartman reads to Frederick Frenious, left, 
and Gus Saunders at the Creative Kids Learning Center in 2016. 


By Sally Ho 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — In perhaps an 
unexpected twist, historically 
conservative strongholds such as 
Oklahoma and West Virginia are 
leading efforts to bring preschool 
to all. 

“They have in common a low- 
wage workforce, relatively low 
education levels and the desire to 
change that,” said Steven Barnett, 
of the National Institute for Early 
Education Research. “Whatever 
they say, politicians in West Vir¬ 
ginia know the future of their state 
is not coal miners.” 

Other red states that have no¬ 
table programs include Alabama 
and Georgia. But some liberal¬ 
leaning cities such as Seattle and 
New York also are running public 
pre-K programs. 

Advocates say more universal 
programs are needed to address 
what they call an alarming in¬ 
crease in child care costs. Studies 
have shown that children who at¬ 
tend a high-quality preschool are 
more adjusted for the rest of their 
academic lives and have better 
outcomes as adults, from higher 
incomes to healthier lifestyles. 

Around the country, some bud¬ 
ding programs say there are not 
enough seats to meet demand 
and not enough money to make it 
happen. 

Programs in Seattle and New 
York enjoy overwhelming support 
locally, which in turn puts pres¬ 
sure on their state lawmakers to 
act as they face growing inequity 


in public education and research 
that touts the benefits of high- 
quality education in the critical 
early years. 

“Clearly, a statewide program 
would be so much better, and it 
should be available to all 3- and 4- 
year-olds. It’s the best investment 
we can make to right the wrongs 
of generations,” said Tim Burgess, 
a retired Seattle mayor and city 
councilman credited with creating 
the Seattle Preschool Program. 

It is now in its third year, serving 
979 children with a sliding scale 
tuition model. About 80 percent of 
them go for free. Burgess is now 
pushing for a universal statewide 
offering in Washington, beyond its 
program for low-income children. 

Aanchal Mehrotra’s 4-year- 
old son is one of 300 kids now on 
the waiting list for the Seattle 
Preschool Program, but she said 
she doesn’t have much hope that 
he’ll get in. The Seattle preschool 
class would cost the family $365 a 
month. She’s paying almost four 
times that much for a month at a 
private day care franchise. 

The universal preschool move¬ 
ment hit peak momentum under 
the Obama administration but has 
been virtually unaddressed by 
President Donald Trump. Instead, 
Trump’s daughter and adviser 
Ivanka Trump has dabbled with 
policies aimed at tackling child 
care costs. 

A report by Democrats on the 
Joint Economic Committee in 
Congress this year indicated that 
fewer than half of the nation’s 3- 
and 4-year-olds were in a pre-K 


program, ranging from 75 percent 
in Washington to just 30 percent in 
Idaho. 

One of the central goals of 
preschool is social development, 
which advocates say will help 
children get adjusted to learning 
in a structured setting and is es¬ 
pecially important for low-income 
children. 

But for many families, cost is a 
mqjor factor. 

Child Care Aware of America 
reports that the average cost of 
child care per year for a 4-year- 
old in a licensed facility ranged 
from $14,000 in Massachusetts to 
$4,500 in Mississippi. 

In Oklahoma and West Virginia, 
preschool is offered to virtually all 
4-year-olds. 

West Virginia’s program last 
year cost $142 million — nearly 
a third of which was covered 
through federal funding — to edu¬ 
cate 14,940 children, including 3- 
year-olds with special needs and 
all 4-year-olds. 

The program was built up slow¬ 
ly over the past decade through 
layers of legislative wins that 


strengthened accessibility, part¬ 
nerships and, most critically, 
funding. 

“We have some very dedicated 
champions at the Legislature who 
really felt the need to look at the 
welfare of the children in our 
state,” said Monica DellaMea, 
who oversees early learning at the 
state education department. 


Access to preschool is also 
widely available in Washington, 
Vermont and Florida. 

Though other cities and states 
have been able to launch preschool 
programs, funding often limits ac¬ 
cess, creating programs for the 
poor or disabled or limited to a 
certain district instead of a truly 
universal one. 


Charged ex-Mich, trooper had other Taser misconduct 



Associated Press 

DETROIT—Michigan State Police 
tried but failed to suspend a trooper 
for his use of a stun gun months be¬ 
fore he fired a Taser at a teenager 
who crashed an all-terrain vehicle 
and died, according to records ob¬ 
tained by The Associated Press. 

Mark Bessner is charged with mur¬ 
der in the death of Damon Grimes, but 
it wasn’t his only incident involving a 


Taser. Details are in personnel docu¬ 
ments released to the AP through a 
public records request. 

State police wanted to suspend 
Bessner for 10 days for firing his 
Taser twice at a handcuffed man who 
was running away in 2016. But an ar¬ 
bitrator said there was no “just cause” 
for discipline. 

In 2014, Bessner fired his Taser at 
a suspect who was handcuffed. He 


agreed to a five-day suspension, re¬ 
cords show, but four days were even¬ 
tually dropped. It apparently was his 
first case of misconduct. 

Bessner, 43, now faces serious legal 
trouble. He was charged last week 
with second-degree murder in the 
August death of Damon Grimes, of 
Detroit, who was joyriding on an all- 
terrain vehicle when the trooper fired 
his stun gun. The 15-year-old crashed 
and died. 


Bessner, who quit the state police 
after the teenager’s death, has plead¬ 
ed not guilty and is being held on $1 
million bond. 

Bessner’s personnel file shows he 
faced a third misconduct allegation ir 
March. State police said he was driv¬ 
ing at high speed without emergencj 
lights or sirens. The case apparently 
wasn’t resolved before he quit last 
fall. 

























Page 10 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 28,2017 


NATION 
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Photo textile conservator Kate Tarleton, of Rochester, Mass., works Nov. 7 to restore a portion of the 1848 work “Grand Panorama of a Whaling Voyage Round the World” at 
the New Bedford Whaling Museum in New Bedford, Mass. 


Longest painting in North America restored 


By Jennifer McDermott 
Associated Press 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. 
^ museum has restored the 

/\ longest painting in North 
America so it can share 
^ ^Lthe story of American 
whaling with the public. 

The quarter-mile-long pan¬ 
orama toured the U.S. after it was 
completed in 1848. A section was 
featured at the 1964 New York 
World’s Fair. 

But the panorama deteriorated 
after so much traveling on wag¬ 
ons and trains, rolling and unroll¬ 
ing. Paint dried up and flaked off, 
and the panorama was put into 
storage. 

The New Bedford Whaling Mu¬ 
seum enlisted the help of a textile 
conservator to fix the “Grand 
Panorama of a Whaling Voy¬ 
age Round the World.” Now it’s 
searching for a large venue to dis¬ 
play it, scouting locations in New 
Bedford but open to considering 
Providence, R.I., or the Mystic 
Seaport in Connecticut. 

D. Jordan Berson, who’s man¬ 
aging the project, said he hopes 
this record of American whaling 
eventually can return to some of 
the cities that were stops on the 
national tour, including Boston, 
Buffalo, N.Y., and St. Louis. 

“It’s a national treasure that’s 
been out of the spotlight for too 
long,” he said. 

Benjamin Russell and Caleb 
Purrington created the panorama 



Tarleton uses a curved needle as 
she works to restore a portion 
of the painting. 


to capture all aspects of a whaling 
voyage. The panorama would be 
mounted on a system of cranks 
and reels to go across a theater 
stage as a narrator told stories of 
hunting whales and processing 
their carcasses. A poster for the 
Boston stop in 1849 advertises 
tickets for 25 cents. 

The audience members would 
hear what it was like to round 
Cape Horn and to visit Fiji and 
other far-flung destinations as 
they saw painted scenes of those 
locations. Most people hadn’t trav¬ 
eled to any of those places, and 
photography was in its infancy. 

Many young men at that time 
were headed west in search of 
gold, which meant they weren’t 
joining whaling crews, said Mi¬ 
chael Dyer, the museum’s curator 


of maritime history. The pan¬ 
orama may have been used as a 
recruiting tool, he said. 

“It serves as a pictorial docu¬ 
mentation of whaling in a way al¬ 
most nothing else does,” he said. 

Themuseumhasspent$400,000 
to conserve, digitize and store the 
panorama. The money was raised 
from individual donors, private 
foundations and government 
grants. 

Berson spent a year spraying 
the panorama with an adhesive 
to stabilize a paint layer that had 
powdered over time. The con¬ 
servator stitched sections that 
were taken apart, repaired thin¬ 
ning areas of the cotton muslin 
fabric and fixed holes and tears. 
Every section has been photo¬ 
graphed and merged into a large, 
digital image so it can be shown 
moving to replicate the original 
experience. 

The restored artwork will be 
static when it’s displayed, mean¬ 
ing the museum needs to find a 
room that’s at least 16,000 square 
feet, Berson said. 

The panorama is about 1,300 
feet long and 8 feet tall. The muse¬ 
um’s chief curator, Christina Con- 
nett, said she’s confident it’s the 
longest painting in North America 
and she knows of no longer mov¬ 
ing panorama in the world. 

The last time the panorama 
was displayed in its entirety was 
in 1969, when it was unfurled in 
a former furniture store on an is¬ 
land off New Bedford, Dyer said. 



Above: D. Jordan Berson, director of collections at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum, stands next to a portion of “Grand Panorama of a 
Whaling Voyage Round the World.” 

Below: Tarleton stands between two oversized spools holding part of 
the quarter-mile-long panorama, which toured the U.S. after it was 
completed in 1848. 
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Calif, edible pot boom likely 


By Julie Watson 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The sauvignon 
blanc boasts brassy, citrus notes, 
but with one whiff, it’s apparent 
this is no normal Sonoma County 
wine. It’s infused with THC, the 
psychoactive ingredient in mari¬ 
juana that provides the high. 

Move over, pot brownies. The 
world’s largest legal recreational 
marijuana market kicks off Mon¬ 
day in California, and the trend¬ 
setting state is set to ignite the 
cannabis culinary scene. 

Chefs and investors have been 
teaming up to offer an eye-bog¬ 
gling array of cannabis-infused 
food and beverages, weed-pair¬ 
ing supper clubs and other ex¬ 
travagant pot-to-plate events in 
preparation for legalization come 
Monday. 

Legal pot in states like Oregon, 
Washington and Colorado and 
California’s longstanding medi¬ 
cal marijuana market already 
spurred a cannabis foodie move¬ 
ment with everything from olive 
oil to heirloom tomato bisques in¬ 
fused with the drug. 

Cannabis-laced dinners with 
celebrity chefs at private par¬ 
ties have flourished across Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and San 
Diego in recent years, but a medi¬ 
cal marijuana card was required 
to attend. With that requirement 
gone, the edibles market is ex¬ 
pected to boom, though manufac¬ 
turers face a host of regulations, 
and doctors fear the products 
could increase emergency room 
visits and entice youth. Marijuana 
industry analysts predict edibles 
for the recreational marijuana 
market will top $100 million in 
sales in 2018. 

“Californians’ culinary exper¬ 
tise is far more refined from col¬ 
lege kids making pot brownies 
in a dorm,” said John Kagia, of 
Frontier Data, a cannabis market 
research firm. 

Expect a slew of vegan and 
gluten-free choices and low- 
dose snacks from trail mixes to 
chocolates. And they may well be 
served at a gym or Pilates studio. 

“This is the dawn of the Am- 
sterdam-style cafe in the U.S.,” 
Kagia said. “We expect to see 
spaces that are targeted to can¬ 
nabis consumers that capitalize 
on the arts and entertainment 
offerings of California and re¬ 
ally create unique and elevated 
experiences.” 

That includes ethnic options in 
a state with the largest immigrant 
population in the U.S. 

“Now you see all kinds of cui¬ 
sines,” said Cristina Espiritu, of 
the 420 Foodie Club, which has 
promoted cannabis food events 
in Southern California that have 
included everything from Medi¬ 
terranean dishes to Filipino 
specialties. “There’s going to be 
infused tacos, infused burritos. 
I think because of the diversity 
and creativity in California, this 
is going to explode.” 

But Espiritu worries regula¬ 
tions could make certain aspects 
of the culinary experience acces¬ 
sible only to the elite. Kitchens 
for those making edibles to sell 
must be licensed. And organizers 
must pay $5,000 a year for a li- 



Photos by Jae C. Hong/AP 


Alex Howe, right, and Chip Forsythe founded Rebel Coast Winery. 

As the legal recreational marijuana market launches in California, the 
state’s cannabis culinary scene is set to explode. 


of new gold rush in the way that 
it will make a lot of money, but I 
think we need to be more careful 
about how this rolls out,” he said. 

Many see California’s recre¬ 
ational marijuana business mir¬ 
roring its wine industry, with 
people seeking weed pairings, 
cannabis farm tours and products 
made from organic local plants. 

Rebel Coast Winery’s THC-in- 
fused sauvignon blanc is made 
from Sonoma County grapes, but 
the alcohol is removed in compli¬ 
ance with regulations that pro¬ 
hibit mixing pot with alcohol. And 
it smells like marijuana, meeting 
another requirement that it not be 
confused with a food or beverage 
that does not contain pot. 

Co-founder Alex Howe is plan¬ 
ning high-end dinner parties in 
Los Angeles to debut the $59.99 
bottle of wine. 

“We really wanted to mimic 
that ritual of opening a bottle of 
wine at dinner, or at a party with 
friends or while watching a movie, 
which is something so familiar to 
people, especially in California,” 
he said. 



Rebel Coast’s cannabis-infused 
sauvignon blanc is made from 
Sonoma County grapes, but the 
alcohol is removed in compliance 
with state regulations. 

cense to host up to 10 events and, 
depending on the size, they may 
be required to hold them at a fair¬ 
ground. Cities can pose additional 
fees and ban an event altogether. 

Regulations prohibit manufac¬ 
turers from producing cannabis 
products for retail sale that in¬ 
clude perishable items that could 
pose a health risk, such as dairy, 
seafood, fresh meat or food or 
beverages appealing to children. 
It’s still unclear if those rules 
would apply to a chef-hosted din¬ 
ner or cooking class that people 
have paid for. 

Edible products must be pro¬ 
duced in serving sizes with no 
more than 10 milligrams of THC 
and no more than 100 milligrams 
of THC for the total package. 

Drug policy expert and Stan¬ 
ford Law School professor Robert 
J. MacCoun said the regulations 
are too lax. Edibles already being 
sold in the medical marijuana 
industry vary widely in their po¬ 
tency, so people get more stoned 
than they planned and can end up 
in emergency rooms. 

The bright packages appeal to 
children, who often are too young 
to read warning labels, MacCoun 
said. He thinks edibles should be 
restricted to plain brown or white 
packaging. 

“Everyone sees this as a kind 


Starfish back strong 
on West Coast after 
mysterious die-off 


Associated Press 

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif — 
Starfish are making a comeback 
on the West Coast, four years 
after a mysterious syndrome 
killed millions of them. 

From 2013 to 2014, Sea Star 
Wasting Syndrome hit sea stars 
from British Columbia to Mexico. 
The starfish would develop le¬ 
sions and then disintegrate, their 
arms turning into blobs of goo. 

The cause is unclear but re¬ 
searchers say it may be a virus. 

But now, the species is rebound¬ 
ing. Sea stars are being spotted 
in Southern California tide pools 
and elsewhere, the Orange Coun¬ 
ty Register reported Tuesday. 

“They are coming back, big 
time,” Darryl Deleske, aquarist 
for the Cabrillo Marine Aquar¬ 
ium in Los Angeles, told the 
newspaper. 

“It’s a huge difference,” De¬ 
leske said. “A couple of years ago, 
you wouldn’t find any. I dove all 
the way as far as Canada, spe¬ 
cifically looking for sea stars, and 
found not a single one.” 

Similar die-offs of starfish on 
the West Coast were reported in 
the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s, but the 
latest outbreak was far larger and 
more widespread, according to a 
report by researchers at the Uni¬ 
versity of Santa Cruz. 

Beginning with ochre stars 
off Washington state, the disease 
spread, killing off mottled stars, 
leather stars, sunflower stars, 
rainbows and six-armed stars. 

It hit Southern California by 
December 2013. 

“When it did (arrive), you just 
started to see them melt every¬ 
where,” said Deleske. “You’d see 
an arm here, an arm there.” 

The recovery has been prom¬ 
ising. Four adult sea stars, each 
about 7 to 8 inches long, were 
spotted this month at Crystal Cove 
State Park in Newport Beach. 

“It’s a treasure we always hope 
to find,” said Kaitlin Magliano, 
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Starfish are making a comeback 
on the West Coast after 
millions of them were lost in a 
mysterious die-off. 

education coordinator at the 
Crystal Cove Conservancy. 

“We lost all of them,” she said. 
“It’s good to see we have some 
surviving and thriving. Maybe 
the next generation will be more 
resilient.” 

The stars aren’t out of danger 
yet. The wasting syndrome never 
completely disappeared in North¬ 
ern and Central California and it 
has reappeared in the Salish Sea 
region of Washington state, ac¬ 
cording to a November report by 
the University of Santa Cruz. 
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Needed disaster 
trailers sold at 
discount prices 



Courtesy of Kim Porter/AP 


The Rockport Relief Camp in Rockport, Texas, is shown on Dec. 15. Despite a shortage of temporary 
housing in Texas after Hurricane Harvey, the federal government has continued the practice of auctioning 
off at cut-rate prices trailers it has leased to disaster victims for just 18 months. 


By Emily Schmall 
AND Michael Sisak 

Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas — The 
federal government typically 
spends up to $150,000 apiece 
— not counting utilities, mainte¬ 
nance or labor — on the trailers 
it leases to disaster victims, then 
auctions them at cut-rate prices 
after 18 months of use or the first 
sign of minor damage. The Asso¬ 
ciated Press has learned. 

Officials have continued the 
practice even amid a temporary 
housing shortage in Texas, where 
almost 8,000 applicants are still 
awaiting federal support nearly 
four months after Hurricane 
Harvey landed in the Gulf Coast. 

The Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency briefly halted 
trailer sales following Harvey but 
resumed them in November, on¬ 
line records show. Since then, at 
least 115 units manufactured this 
year have been sold for pennies 
on the dollar, and many of the 
online auctions have listed such 
things as dirty mattresses, miss¬ 
ing furniture, pet odors or loose 
trim as the lone damage. 

“I don’t care what shape it’s in; 
it beats sleeping on a dirt floor,” 
said Christy Combs, who moved 
with her husband, four children 
and five dogs into a tent after 
their rented apartment in Aran¬ 
sas Pass, Texas, was left uninhab¬ 
itable by floodwater. 

FEMA has no written policy 
or regulation requiring disposal 
of used trailers, but an official 
confirmed to AP that it’s a long¬ 


standing internal policy and that 
seldom are the housing units 
given to another family in need 
after the initial 18-month stint. 

“Because of the challenges 
associated with damaged units, 
and the costs of life-cycle main¬ 
tenance, and because we are 
required to maintain a ready 
reserve for disasters, FEMA, 
by practice, doesn’t return used 
units to our reserve inventory,” 
said Jenny Burke, a spokeswom¬ 
an for the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, which over¬ 
sees FEMA. 

Burke was unable to explain 
why FEMA leases new units for 
only 18 months before consign¬ 
ing them to the General Services 
Administration’s online auction. 

The agency’s experience after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 could 
provide one explanation for a 
strict policy governing what 
kind of housing can go to storm 
victims. Some 144,000 FEMA 
trailers became symbols of the 
troubled federal response after 
some victims who lived in them 
for years won millions of dollars 
from lawsuits claiming the units 
leached high levels of cancer- 
causing formaldehyde. 

FEMA spokesman Bob How¬ 
ard stressed the units being used 
now are much higher quality 
than those and don’t have form¬ 
aldehyde problems, meeting U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development 
standards for mobile homes. 

Harvey survivors in Texas 
have received 859 trailers so 
far, but another some 7,900 ap¬ 
plicants are in need of some type 


of temporary housing assistance, 
whether rent, home repairs or 
trailers, Howard said. 

FEMA’s policy of selling off its 
used trailers left the agency with 
a standing inventory of only 1,700 
units as an unusually active hur¬ 
ricane season battered southeast 
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands this year. 

Federal records show that 
FEMA has awarded about $278 
million in competitive-bid con¬ 
tracts to trailer manufacturers 
even as it has continued to sell off 
used units. One record showed an 
expected delivery date of Febru¬ 
ary 2018. 

In September, when the AP 
first reported on the auctions , of¬ 
ficials said the units sold had all 
been used to house survivors of 
the 2016 floods in Southern Loui¬ 
siana, who returned them with 
damages that made them unfit 
for redeployment. 

More than 100 2017 model 


trailers were sold in the two days 
leading up Harvey’s landfall Aug. 
25, the AP reported. 

On Aug. 28, FEMA ordered 
the auctions halted “to evaluate 
the overall condition of recently 
deactivated units,” said Burke, 
adding that some were eventu¬ 
ally deployed to support disaster 
response, although none that “re¬ 
quired refurbishment.” 

“If you’re living in a tent, you 
really don’t care about the trim,” 
said Samantha McCrary, the 
owner of a catering business in 
Rockport, Texas, who since the 
storm hit Aug. 25 has allowed 
people to camp on her 3.5-acre 
property. 

At its height, the Rockport 
Relief Camp hosted around 80 
people in tents and trailers, and 
served 1,000 meals per day. 

McCrary, her husband and 
other southeast Texas volunteers 
have accepted donated used 
trailers and fixed them up for 


tent-dwellers. 

“They’re rough, but the water 
and the heat works. They’ve got 
plywood for a windshield, ply¬ 
wood for doors, and people are 
thrilled to death to get them,” Mc¬ 
Crary said. 

Among the beneficiaries was 
Combs, who said she was denied 
temporary housing assistance by 
FEMA. 

“Whether you have children or 
not, living in a tent for any amount 
of time when you have been turned 
down by the government is very 
heartbreaking,” she said. 

Other slightly used FEMA 
trailers have resurfaced on 
Craigslist. 

A Harvey survivor in Houston 
is living in a 2017-model trailer 
that her church pooled money to 
buy from retired North Texas fire 
chief Shan English. English pur¬ 
chased it for $10,000 in June from 
the online auction site, and adver¬ 
tised it on Craigslist for $18,000. 


Part of damaged White House magnolia tree to be removed 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


A large portion of a famed Magnolia tree, at left, planted on the 
south grounds of the White House by President Andrew Jackson has 
become too weak to remain standing and will be removed. 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

GREENACRES, Fla. — A large 
portion of a famed magnolia tree 
planted on the south grounds of 
the White House by President 
Andrew Jackson will be removed 
because it is weak and poses a 
safety risk, a spokeswoman for 
first lady Melania Trump says. 

Removal is planned for this 
week while President Donald 
Trump and his family are at their 
Florida home for the holidays. 

Stephanie Grisham, a spokes¬ 
woman for Mrs. Trump, said 
Tuesday the first lady reviewed 
reports from the US. National 
Arboretum about the nearly 
200-year-old tree’s condition 
and explored options with White 
House staff before deciding that 
a portion of the tree needed to be 


removed. 

“She trusted that every effort 
had been made to preserve the 
historic tree, and was concerned 
about the safety of visitors and 
members of the press who are 
often standing right in front of 
the tree during Marine One lifts,” 
Grisham said, referring to the 
presidential helicopter. 

Mrs. Trump has asked that 
wood from the tree be preserved, 
and that seedlings be available 
if the opportunity to plant a new 
tree arises. 

Jackson added the magno¬ 
lia to the White House grounds 
in 1835, according to the White 
House Historical Association. 
It stands on the west side of the 
South Portico, rising almost as 
tall as the White House itself It 
stands opposite a second magno¬ 
lia that subsequently was added 


on the other side of the portico for 
symmetry. 

In September 1994, a Maryland 
man died when the stolen plane 
he was piloting crashed through 
the magnolia tree and crumpled 
against the south wall of the White 
House, below the president’s pri¬ 
vate quarters. President Bill Clin¬ 
ton and his family were not in the 
mansion at the time. They were 
staying at a government guest 
house on the other side of Penn¬ 
sylvania Avenue because of re¬ 
pairs at the White House. 

CNN first reported on the 
White House’s tree-trimming 
plan. According to documents the 
cable TV network said it had ob¬ 
tained exclusively, the tree must 
be removed quickly, despite de- 
cadeslong preservation efforts, 
including through the use of ca¬ 
bles to help keep it upright. 













Thursday, December 28,2017 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 13 



OhI The Places Veil II See wiih 

STARSOSTRIPES., 


VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 


Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 

Oki nawa .Stri pes.com 







Page 14 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 28,2017 


NATION 




Aiming high 

Disabled Ky. teen among world’s top student archers 


1 told her she was crazy’ 


By Kirby Adams 

The (Louisville, Ky.) Courier-Journal 

BARDSTOWN, Ky. 

I n her navy blue sweater and plaid 
pleated uniform skirt, Faith Oakley 
16, looks like the typical student 
athlete headed to sports practice 
after class. 

Except she’s not. 

The junior at Bethlehem High School 
in Bardstown, Ky, is one of the top stu¬ 
dent archers in the world. And she mas¬ 
tered the art of firing arrows by the skin 
of her teeth. Literally. 

It isn’t a trick when she uses her teeth 
to pull back the string on her bow. Shoot¬ 
ing arrows this way is a necessity. A birth 
injury known as Erb-Duchenne palsy 
caused nerves in her right arm to be 
pulled away from her spine. As a result, 
she can’t use that arm. 

“It would be impossible for me to pull” 
the string. Faith said. But it’s not impos¬ 
sible to pursue her passion. 

“What I love about archery is that you 
don’t have to be the tallest or strongest or 
the fastest runner,” Faith said. “You just 
have to have a strong mind and be willing 
to put a lot of work into it.” 

She is one of a small number of archers 
who use a rectangular nylon mouth tab to 
pull back the bowstring — no small feat 
for the teen. 

“I put the arrow on my string and hold 
it in my teeth (biting down on a nylon tab), 
then I take a deep breath,” Faith said. “I 
inhale and exhale a couple of times, then 
pull the string back and hold it at my aim 
point for two seconds and then I let go 
with my mouth.” 

Competing last July against some of the 
best student archers in the world — who, 
it’s worth noting, all have two working 
arms and hands — Faith finished ninth at 
the National Archery in the Schools Pro¬ 
gram World Tournament held in Orlando, 
Fla. 

Today, she’s biting at the chance to 
compete in the World Championships 
again and score even higher. She plans to 
place in the top five when the competition 
comes to Louisville, Ky, in the summer 
of 2018. 


Her love for archery started at a young 
age. As a fourth-grader at Camp Piomin- 
go, a YMCA camp in Brandenburg, Ky, 
her counselor suggested Faith join her 
friends on the archery range. 

“I told her she was crazy, I didn’t have 
enough hands,” she recalled. But Faith 
gave it a try anyway. Her counselor held 
the bow and Faith pulled back the string 
with her left hand and aimed. She hit the 
bull’s-eye — and was hooked. 

Back at school. Faith joined her fifth- 
grade archery team and got her first 
mouth tab. 

“Archery was a huge confidence-build¬ 
er for me,” she said. Since then, it’s been 
a straight shot to the top. Faith routinely 
medals in any competition she enters. 

David Carrico, one of Faith’s coaches 
at Bethlehem, has never coached an ar¬ 
cher who uses a mouth tab and said he is 
impressed by Faith’s determination and 
endurance. 


Above: Oakley, left, jokes with her sister, Grace, during practice 
in the school’s gymnasium. Right: Oakley removes her arrows 
on a target. 


“She doesn’t use her back muscles to 
pull like the rest of the kids,” he said. “She 
uses the strength in her jaw and she aims 
differently, stands differently. Everything 
is different. But she never wants to be 
treated differently, and she’s extremely 
determined and dedicated.” 

And strong — the tension on her bow¬ 
string is about 20 pounds. As a point of ref¬ 
erence, try picking up a 20-pound bag of 
cat Utter or a dumbbell and then imagine 
what it would feel hke to pull that weight 
with just your jaw muscles and molars. 

‘Working hard’ 

To make it into the top five next year at 
the World Championships, she’s focusing 
on improving herself both physically and 
mentally. 

“Instead of tearing myself down, I am 
working hard on making myself learn 
from my mistakes,” Faith said. “I don’t 
get down on myself I think about how I 
am going to fix this and reapply myself 
and do it better the next time.” 

To stay on target, she practices with 
her school team twice a week and when¬ 
ever she’s not in class or at work in her 
hometown of Shepherdsville, she’s prac¬ 
ticing archery. 

Faith plans to attend college and com¬ 
pete on a collegiate team. Ultimately, 
she’s taking aim at making the 2024 or 
2028 Paralympic Games archery team. 

“I have always believed I can work 
hard enough to become the best in the 
world,” Faith said. 

As she steps up to the line each compe¬ 
tition, Faith knows there will always be 
people who stare at her unusual method 
of firing arrows. But as she finishes her 
round and steps back from the line, she 
hopes what they remember is a talented 
young woman who just happens to fire 
arrows with her teeth. 

“I hope that watching me inspires 
people to feel comfortable to push their 
boundaries and do things they didn’t think 
they could do,” Faith said. “I am just like 
everyone else, and I am proving you can 
do anything with determination.” 


Photos by Michael Clevenger, The (Louisville, Ky.) Courier-Journal/AP 

Bethlehem High School junior Faith Oakley, 16, takes aim on a target during 
practice in the school’s cafeteria in Bardstown, Ky., in September. 
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Oil plunge 
leading to 
new taxes 
in Mideast 

By Aya Batrawy 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, which 
have long lured foreign workers with the 
promise of a tax-free lifestyle, plan to impose 
a 5 percent tax next year on most goods and 
services to boost revenue after oil prices col¬ 
lapsed three years ago. 

The value-added tax, or VAT, will apply to 
a range of items like food, clothes, electronics 
and gasoline, as well as phone, water and elec¬ 
tricity bills and hotel reservations. 

Elda Ngombe, 23, a college graduate who’s 
looking for a job in Dubai, said there’s one 
specific purchase she’s planning before next 
year’s price increase: “Makeup, because I 
can’t live without makeup. 

“I am scared because everything is actually 
expensive already in Dubai. The fact that it’s 
actually adding 5 percent is crazy,” she said. 

There will be some exemptions for big-ticket 
costs like rent, real estate sales, certain medi¬ 
cations, airline tickets and school tuition. 

Higher education, however, will be taxed in 
the UAE. Extra costs parents pay to schools 
for uniforms, books, school bus fees and lunch 
will also be taxed, as will real estate broker¬ 
age costs for renters and buyers. 



Kamran Jebreili/AP 


People take a selfie with a giant Christmas tree at a shopping mall in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, on Dec. 20. The government of the traditionally tax-free haven of Dubai will 
impose a 5 percent vaiue-added tax on some goods starting Jan. 1. 


Other Gulf countries are expected to imple¬ 
ment their own VAT scheme in coming years. 

Stores, gyms and other retailers are trying 
to make the most of the remaining tax-free 
days in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, encourag¬ 
ing buyers to stock up before the VAT is rolled 
out on Monday. 

Even with a 5 percent jump in prices, the 
tax rate is still significantly less than the aver¬ 
age VAT rate of 20 percent in some European 
countries. 

“If you compare with Europe, I don’t think 
it’s as expensive. Only in rent and food,” said 
Vera Clement, a mother and assistant manag¬ 
er of restaurants from France who has lived 
in Dubai for three years. “We are going to be 
more careful when we buy something.” 

The National newspaper, based in Abu 
Dhabi, says the cost of living in the UAE is 
expected to rise about 2.5 percent next year 
because of the VAT. Salaries, meanwhile, re¬ 


main the same. 

As the government adjusts to lower oil pric¬ 
es, the UAE is expected to raise around $3.3 
billion from the tax. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia recently unveiled 
the biggest budget in its history, with plans to 
spend $261 billion this coming fiscal year as 
the government forecasts a boost in revenue 
from the introduction of VAT and plans to re¬ 
duce subsidies. Still, Saudi Arabia is facing a 
budget deficit until at least 2023. 

The International Monetary Fund has rec¬ 
ommended oil-exporting countries in the 
Gulf introduce taxes as one way to raise non¬ 
oil revenue. The IMF also recommends Gulf 
countries introduce or expand taxes on busi¬ 
ness profits. 

IMF Mideast director Jihad Azour said 
VAT is part of a long-term tax reform to help 
Gulf states reduce their dependence on oil 
revenues. 


Obama warns of internet’s ‘different realities’ 

By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 



BBC Radio 4 Today/AP 


Former President Barack Obama is interviewed by Britain's Prince 
Harry for a BBC Radio 4 Today program broadcast Wednesday. 


LONDON — Former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama told Prince 
Harry in an interview broadcast 
Wednesday that people in leader¬ 
ship roles must be careful in their 
use of social media and warned 
against spending too much time 
immersed in the internet at the 
expense of the world outside. 

Obama did not directly men¬ 
tion his successor. President 
Donald Trump, who has made the 
use of Twitter a centerpiece of his 
presidency. 

“All of us in leadership have to 
find ways to recreate a common 
space on the internet,” he said. 
“One of the dangers of the inter¬ 
net is people can have entirely 
different realities. They can be 
just cocooned in information that 
reinforces their current biases.” 

He spoke with Harry in the 
prince’s capacity as guest editor 
of the BBC Radio 4 news program. 
Both men said the interview, re¬ 
corded in Canada in September, 
was Obama’s first since leaving 
the presidency in January. 

Obama said he felt serene the 
day he left the White House at 
the end of his second four-year 


term despite the vast amount of 
work that remained unfinished. 
He said it was “hugely liberating” 
to be able to set his own agenda 
in the morning to have the time to 
talk with his wife, Michelle, now 
that he is no longer president. 

“I miss the work itself because 
it was fascinating,” Obama said of 
his eight years in the Oval Office, 
citing his health care reforms as 
one of his proudest achievements. 

In a brief live segment at the 
end of the show, Harry said he 


did not know if Obama would 
be on the guest list for his wed¬ 
ding in May to American actress 
Meghan Markle. 

“I don’t know about that. We 
haven’t even put the invite or the 
guest list together; who knows if 
he’s going to be invited or not,” 
Harry said. “I wouldn’t want to 
ruin that surprise.” 

The Sun newspaper, a popular 
tabloid, has suggested that the 
British government is concerned 
that Harry and Markle may in¬ 


vite the Obamas but not Trump, 
possibly straining ties between 
the two governments. 

Harry did say his fiancee en¬ 
joyed her first Christmas with the 
royal family. “The family loved 
having her there,” Harry said. 

The prince used his position to 
ask Obama a “lightning round” 
of questions of the type normally 
asked of entertainers, not politi¬ 
cians. The former president de¬ 
clined to say whether he wears 
boxers or briefs, preserving a 
bit of post-presidential dignity, 
but was willing to say he prefers 
Aretha Franklin to Tina Turner 
— “Aretha is the best,” he said of 
the Queen of Soul — and favors 
retired basketball star Michael 
Jordan over current phenom 
LeBron James. 

Obama rejected gloomy prog¬ 
nostications about the state of the 
world, saying that in many ways 
the world is healthier and wealth¬ 
ier than it has ever been, making 
it perhaps the best time in human 
history to be born. 

He cited improved treatment 
of blacks and greatly expanded 
opportunities for young women 
as achievements of the past few 
generations that give him hope 
for the future. 


Israel’s rail 
line may have 
Trump station 

By Ilan Ben Zion 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israel’s trans¬ 
portation minister is pushing 
ahead with a plan to extend Jeru¬ 
salem’s soon-to-open high-speed 
rail line to the Western Wall, 
where he wants to name a future 
station after President Donald 
Trump. 

Yisrael Katz’s plan, currently 
in the initial planning stage, in¬ 
volves constructing two under¬ 
ground stations and excavating 
more than 2 miles of tunnel be¬ 
neath downtown Jerusalem and 
under the politically and histori¬ 
cally sensitive Old City. The West¬ 
ern Wall is the holiest site where 
Jews can pray. 

Transportation Ministry 
spokesman Avner Ovadia said 
Wednesday the project is estimat¬ 
ed to cost more than $700 million 
and, if approved, would take four 
years to complete. 

Katz’s office said in a state¬ 
ment that the minister advanced 
the plan in a recent meeting with 
Israel Railways executives, and 
has fast-tracked it in the planning 
committees. 

Katz said a high-speed rail sta¬ 
tion would allow visitors to reach 
“the beating heart of the Jewish 
people — the Western Wall and 
the Temple Mount.” He proposed 
naming the future station after 
Trump “for his brave and his¬ 
toric decision to recognize Jeru¬ 
salem as Israel’s capital” earlier 
this month. 

Trump’s announcement has en¬ 
raged the Palestinians and much 
of the Muslim world. The United 
Nations General Assembly adopt¬ 
ed a resolution last week rejecting 
the US.’ recognition of Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital, with several 
traditional American allies vot¬ 
ing in favor of the motion. 

The Western Wall train propos¬ 
al will likely face opposition from 
the international community, 
which doesn’t recognize Israeli 
sovereignty over east Jerusalem 
and the Old City, which Israel 
captured in the 1967 Mideast war 
and later annexed. The Palestin¬ 
ians seek east Jerusalem and the 
Old City, home to Muslim, Chris¬ 
tian and Jewish holy sites, as cap¬ 
ital of a future state. 

Digging railway tunnels to the 
Western Wall would also entail 
excavating in Jerusalem’s Old 
City, where religious and political 
sensitivities — as well as layers 
of archaeological remains from 
the city’s 3,000-year history — 
could prove a logistical and legal 
quagmire. 

Despite the likely opposition 
to the project, Ovadia said he ex¬ 
pects the plans to be approved in 
the coming year, barring m^or 
complications. The Tel Aviv-Jeru¬ 
salem high-speed line is expected 
to open next spring. 

“There’s no reason why this 
train won’t be built,” he said. “We 
already know how to deal with no 
less difficult opposition.” 
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Woman arrested after 
brawl at toy giveaway 

U I DETROIT—A 39-year- 
I w 11 old woman is accused of 
pulling a knife on another woman 
during a brawl at a Christmas toy 
giveaway in Detroit. 

WXYZ-TV and WWJ-AM esti¬ 
mate that a few hundred people 
were waiting in line on the city’s 
northwest side Saturday night 
when the fight between adults 
broke out. No injuries were 
reported. 

WXYZ-TV reported that the 
woman was arrested and the two 
children who were with her were 
collected from a police precinct 
by relatives. 

Stolen car crashes 
into police cruiser 

WESTPORT — Con- 
I necticut police said 
five people were arrested after a 
stolen car crashed into a police 
cruiser while an officer was look¬ 
ing for the suspects. 

Westport police said the officer 
was responding to reports of pos¬ 
sible burglary suspects in a neigh¬ 
borhood along Long Island Sound 
about 5 a.m. Tuesday when his 
cruiser was struck by the stolen 
car. The officer went to the hos¬ 
pital briefly but returned to the 
scene to help catch the suspects. 

Dogs found three suspects in 
the freezing temperatures, and 
two other people were arrested 
later in the morning. 

Dog missing 3 weeks 
reunited with family 

ly ^ ASHEVILLE — A 
dog missing for nearly 
three weeks was reunited with 
his family in North Carolina just 
in time for Christmas. 

Vivian Weir Dugan told the 
Asheville Citizen-Times on 
Monday that she and her hus¬ 
band, Jack, averted “a miserable 
Christmas” when their 7-year-old 
Australian Shepherd mix Whit¬ 
ney was found on Christmas Eve. 

Whitney had gone missing in 
Hendersonville, more than 10 
miles away from his Arden home. 
A man recognized him from a lost 
pets Facebook group. 

The Dugans had pursued mul¬ 
tiple tips to no avail. 

USS Constitution to 
mark battle anniversary 

HM A BOSTON — A cere- 
I w mony aboard the USS 

Constitution will commemorate 
the 205th anniversary of a battle 
the warship fought in 1812. 

The Friday ceremony to mark 
the anniversary of the battle be¬ 
tween the USS Constitution and 
the HMS Java will include a gun 
salute from the world’s oldest 
commissioned warship afloat and 
a moment of silence. 

The battle with the British 
Royal Navy ship left the Con¬ 
stitution damaged, but the ship 
prevailed in what’s considered a 
turning point for the naval fight 
in the War of 1812. 

The Constitution earned the 
nickname “Old Ironsides” during 
the war with Britain. 


THE CENSUS 


$3.5K 


The amount employees of a Waffle House received as a tip from Ohio churchgoers whose pastor 
preached about generosity at Christmas. The Dayton Daiiy News and WHiO-TV reported five women 
working at the Wapakoneta restaurant were stunned when congregants from Grand Lake United Meth¬ 
odist Church in Ceiina deiivered the cash after a Christmas Eve service. The workers were toid they 
couid spiit the money, amounting to more than $700 apiece. 


The (Wash.) Olympian/AP 

A slippery slope 

Making the most of a modest overnight snowfall, Rachel Deming, with her sons Carson, 3, and Crew, 4, get in one last run on the sledding 
hill in Jim Brown Park in Tumwater, Wash., before heading inside. 


Police: Thief damaged 
church, stole furniture 

pA PHILADELPHIA 

— Philadelphia police 
are searching for the suspect who 
they say stole from a church and 
vandalized the building over the 
weekend. 

WPVI-TV reported members of 
the Historic Jones Tabernacle Af¬ 
rican Methodist Episcopal Church 
discovered on Sunday the church 
had been broken into. Police said 
the suspect took antique chairs, 
candelabras and stained glass 
windows. Authorities said there 
was about $10,000 worth of dam¬ 
age to the church. 

Giant peach, massive 
moonpie to ring in 2018 

^ A ATLANTA — There 
will be a new site this 
year for Atlanta’s New Year’s Eve 
Peach Drop, one of several large 
events planned across the South, 
organizers say. 

For the first time, the peach 
will drop from the 120-year-old 


Flatiron Building downtown on 
Sunday, the Atlanta mayor’s of¬ 
fice announced. The new site is a 
few blocks from Underground At¬ 
lanta, where the Peach Drop has 
been held in recent years. 

Atlanta’s Flatiron Building, 
which opened in 1897, is Atlanta’s 
oldest standing skyscraper. 

In Alabama, the “Moonpie 
Over Mobile” New Year’s Eve cel¬ 
ebration in downtown Mobile will 
feature entertainment by funk 
musician George Clinton. A giant 
600-pound electric Moonpie will 
be lowered as the final seconds of 
2017 are counted down, organiz¬ 
ers said. A laser light show and 
fireworks are also planned. 

Dog-friendly ski trail 
open near Bozeman 

AAT BOZEMAN — Cross- 
Iwl I country skiers can 
now get some exercise with their 
dogs on a new trail near down¬ 
town Bozeman. 

The Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
reported the Bridger Ski Founda¬ 
tion and Run Dog Run created 
the nearly 0.6-mile-long dog loop 


in Lindley Park with a donation 
from the Split Rock Foundation. 
Dogs are allowed to be off-leash 
but owners are urged not to allow 
their dogs to run through the rest 
of the park. 

Lost ring found in 
panel of 1957 Chevy 

SPARTANBURG — A 
Brunswick, Ga., man 
returned a championship high 
school football ring to the family 
of a South Carolina coach. 

W.L. Varner’s family never 
knew the ring from the coach’s 
1977 title at Woodruff High School 
was lost. They assumed it was 
among a number of mementos de¬ 
stroyed in a fire 10 years later that 
destroyed his office. 

But the Herald-Journal of Spar¬ 
tanburg reported Joe Thomas 
found the ring in the passenger 
door panel of a 1957 Chevrolet 
Suburban. 

Varner owned the Suburban. 
Thomas bought it 13 years ago and 
the ring fell out earlier this year 
when he used a screwdriver to pry 
the door away from a fender. 


Ice sculptures nearly 
ready for viewing 

lyU LINCOLN — Hand¬ 
le n crafted ice castle 
sculptures are expected to be 
ready for public viewing in Lin¬ 
coln next week. 

The castles, which have been 
under construction for weeks 
thanks to the continuing cold 
weather, include art that is made 
up of 25 million pounds of ice spi¬ 
raling to heights around 40 feet. 
The ice is embedded with color¬ 
changing LED lights set to a mu¬ 
sical soundtrack. 

The castles will continue grow¬ 
ing during the season until they 
melt in March. Walls that stand 8 
to 20 feet could reach up to 60 feet 
in the next month. 

The New Hampshire sculpture 
is one of five being built by the 
Ice Castles company. The oth¬ 
ers are in Midway, Utah; Dillon, 
Colo.; Stillwater, Minn.; Winni¬ 
peg, Manitoba; and Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

From wire reports 
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Jessica Chastain's shifting passions 

Actress is leading the charge for a new kind of Hollywood, both on-screen and off 


By Amy Kaufman 
Los Angeles Times 

J essica Chastain isn’t sure 
how much she wants to act 
anymore. She’s not retiring 
or anything, not yet — she’s 
just not as passionate about the job 
as she used to be. 

“I’m more interested in the idea 
of making the world a better place,” 
she says. “In thinking about ‘What 
am I contributing to the world?,’ my 
passions keep shifting away from 
myself” 

Coming from most Hollywood 
stars, this would probably just 
sound like sanctimonious garbage. 
But Chastain, 40, has taken action 
that backs up her words. In the past 
year, the actress has made about as 
many headlines for being outspoken 
on Twitter as she has for her film 
roles. Alongside Rose McGowan, 
Amber Tamblyn, Lena Dunham and 
Olivia Munn, Chastain has become 
one of the industry’s most vocal 
feminists, sharing her thoughts on 
gender equality and sexual harass¬ 
ment with her 650,000 followers. 

This month, her feed has also 
been interspersed with promotional 
tweets about “Molly’s Game,” in 
which she plays Molly Bloom, the 
infamous poker princess who or¬ 
ganized underground games fre¬ 
quented by the likes of Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Tobey Maguire and Ben 
Affleck until she was arrested by 
the FBI. 

The film was written by Aaron 
Sorkin and marks his directorial 
debut. Surrounded by a supporting 
cast including Idris Elba, Chastain’s 
Bloom dominates, with razor-sharp 
delivery of Sorkin’s rapid-fire 
dialogue. 

Despite the strong critical atten¬ 
tion for her performance — she’s 
up for a Golden Globe next month 
— Chastain’s social media focus 
hasn’t really been on “Molly’s 
Game.” Instead, her aim on Twitter 
is to “amplify the voices” of women 
who have been victims of harass¬ 


ment — women, she said, who “have 
nothing to gain except to help other 
women.” 

Even before the Harvey Weinstein 
scandal broke Oct. 5, Chastain was 
sending out candid tweets about the 
problems she saw in the business. 
On Aug. 1, after CBS announced it 
had no fall shows with female leads, 
Chastain wrote: “I’ll just @netflix 
and chill. Or some @HBO great¬ 
ness. ... There’s so many incredible 
options that don’t include @CBS.” 

When the news hit about claims 
of sexual misconduct against Wein¬ 
stein, she acknowledged that she’d 
been “warned from the begin¬ 
ning.” “YEP,” she tweeted a few 
weeks later after The Times wrote 
about alleged sexual misconduct by 
filmmaker Brett Ratner. Soon, she 
began drawing attention to prior 
claims of sexual assault against di¬ 
rector Bryan Singer — even though 
he is a producer on “X-Men: Dark 
Phoenix,” the upcoming comic book 
franchise installment Chastain has 
a role in. (She later clarified she 
“didn’t realize he was involved 
until recently” and said “he wasn’t 
on set.”) 

“If (tweeting) puts an X on me 
in terms of ‘Oh, that’s it, she’s out 
of the industry,’ I don’t care,” she 
said. “When the first article came 
out about Weinstein, I retweeted it 
and immediately kept sharing sto¬ 
ries. And then I got an email from 
someone who was very successful 
in the industry who said I was using 
my social media platform irrespon¬ 
sibly. I got pushback.” 

It was this defiant nature that 
made Bloom feel Chastain was the 
right actress to bring her story to 
the big screen. “Obviously, she’s an 
extraordinary actress, but I am so 
moved by her moral courage and 
fearlessness when it comes to speak¬ 
ing out in a town that has tradition¬ 
ally not wanted women to,” said 
Bloom, 39, who has retired from 
the gambling circuit. “Of course, 
we wanted someone who was a for¬ 


midable actress — but the fact that 
she’s also a real person with a real 
purpose and huge heart was a big 
win.” 

Meeting Bloom at the Four Sea¬ 
sons in 2015, Chastain acknowledges, 
she wasn’t quite as generous. She’d 
spent days Googling Bloom, sifting 
through salacious tabloid gossip and 
images of the well-manicured bru¬ 
net wearing low-cut dresses. “I’m 
going to be completely honest: I had 
a lot of judgment — and I have some 
shame and a little bit of embarrass¬ 
ment saying that,” Chastain said. “I 
Googled her and was like, ‘Look how 
she’s presenting herself in this world. 
I understand who this girl is.’” 

Minutes into her sit-down with 
Bloom, Chastain realized she’d been 
unfair. She said she came to under¬ 
stand that Bloom was the product 
of a world that rewards and values 
women for being sexually desirable 
— and then when they are sexually 
desirable, “We go, ‘You can’t take 
her seriously, because look at her.’” 

Chastain infiltrated an under¬ 
ground poker game in New York, 
where she saw a couple women 
wearing Herve Leger dresses, at 
the ready, she said, to provide mas¬ 
sages for the male players. “I called 
Aaron the next day and said, ‘We 
need bandage dresses,”’ Chastain 
recalled. “He said, ‘I have no idea 
what that is, but that sounds fine.’” 

Putting on that bandage dress, 
however, affected Chastain in ways 
she hadn’t anticipated. The actress 
dresses relatively conservatively — 
on this day in November, she was 
wearing high-waisted pants and a 
bow-tie blouse. But walking onto 
set in skin-tight garments, Chastain 
said she felt a “rush of power,” no¬ 
ticing everyone’s eyes on her. 

“And I knew why,” she said. 
“Someone showed me the com¬ 
ments on the trailer for this film, 
and there are so many comments 
about my cleavage. I’ve never done 
a movie where people have been 
talking about my body like that.” 




Jessica Chastain stars as Molly Bloom in “Molly’s Game.” 


STXfilms/AP 


‘Orient Express’ director teases return of old friends in ‘Death on the Nile’ 


From wire reports 

Kenneth Branagh is teasing the return 
of “old friends” in his planned sequel to 
“Murder on the Orient Express.” 

Branagh is expected to both direct and re¬ 
prise his role as the fancifully mustachioed 
lead character Detective Hercule Poirot in 
“Death on the Nile,” another mystery based 
on an Agatha Christie novel, which screen¬ 
writer Michael Green will return to adapt. 

Branagh says he’s excited to gather an 
ensemble cast that could possibly include 
bringing back some “old friends” to explore 
“primal human emotions” like “obsessive 
love and jealousy and sex” that make for a 
“very dangerous atmosphere.” 

The tense whodunit “Murder on the Ori¬ 
ent Express” featured an all-star cast in¬ 
cluding Johnny Depp, Daisy Ridley, Judi 


Dench, Penelope Cruz and Michelle Pfei¬ 
ffer. It was a global hit after its release in 
November. Branagh says he was glad to see 
audiences responding to his portrayal of 
Poirot and looks forward to seeing how that 
will evolve in the sequel. 

“One of the things that I liked — really 
loved doing here that the audience respond¬ 
ed to was that Hercule Poirot, for all his 
intellectual power, got dragged into it, got 
dragged into feeling it. And I think it’s a hell 
of a trip, that trip down the Nile. So I think it 
would be great to see how he, how his heart, 
responds to that kind of intensity,” he said. 

Christie’s 1937 novel, “Death on the Nile,” 
was previously adapted into a 1978 film. 
With a wealth of source material to draw 
from, Branagh also endorses the idea of a 
Poirot/Christie “cinematic universe” — the 
popular term for a series of interlocking 


films that bring characters together. 

Diamond portrays Weinstein 

Actor Dustin Diamond, who played 
Screech in the ’90s TV show “Saved by the 
Bell,” portrays disgraced Hollywood mogul 
Harvey Weinstein in a bloody new video. 

The band TENLo released the video 
for its song “Kill All the Things” on Tues¬ 
day. The band members are Joey Zak and 
TomE LaBrosse who are from Milwaukee 
and now live in Nashville, according to the 
TENLo Facebook page. 

The video features Diamond, who is 
identified as Weinstein. Wearing a wide 
open-collar shirt. Diamond’s character 
swaggers into a bar and is seen consuming 
shots and snorting cocaine in a bathroom. 
He then encounters actress Kelly Cun¬ 


ningham, a “vengeful nun,” and meets a 
bloody demise at her hand. 

The celebrity gossip site TMZ said the 
band recently decided to include the Wein¬ 
stein angle in the video. 

Rapper helps pay for shopping 

Rapper T.I. spent Christmas Eve spread¬ 
ing holiday cheer among some single moth¬ 
ers, helping them with their last-minute 
shopping for gifts. In a video T.I. posted on 
social media, the Grammy-winning artist 
entered an Atlanta-area Target on Sunday 
and called for all single mothers present to 
follow him. He strolled through the store 
alongside several mothers, went to the 
cash register with them and then paid for 
their Christmas presents. T.I. says he spent 
$20,000 within a 30-minute stretch. 
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E-bike crackdown worries NYC delivery workers 


Seth Wenig/AP 

A man making deliveries rides an electronic bike in New York on Dec. 21. A pian to intensify a 
crackdown on electric bicycles is causing concern among New York City’s delivery workforce. 


By Deepti Hajela 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Cheap, electric 
bicycles have made life a lot easi¬ 
er for New York City’s legions of 
restaurant delivery workers, but 
the party may be over in the New 
Year. 

City officials are promising a 
crackdown on e-bikes, which may 
be loved by environmentalists 
and the largely poor, immigrant 
workforce that relies on them but 
are loathed by many drivers and 
pedestrians who think they are a 
menace. 

Under city law, the bikes are 
legal to own and sell, but riding 
them on the street can lead to a 
fine of up to $500. Democratic 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
this past fall that starting in 2018, 
businesses that have employees 
use the bikes are also subject to a 
fine of $100 for a first offense and 
$200 for each subsequent offense. 

“Electric bikes are illegal to op¬ 
erate on city streets, and those at 
the top of the food chain need to 
be held accountable,” city spokes¬ 
man Austin Finan said. “Instead 
of merely targeting riders, we’re 
going after businesses that look 
the other way and leave their 
workers to shoulder the fine.” 

That policy will undoubtedly 
prove popular with many New 
Yorkers who have complained that 
the bikes, which look and handle 
just like regular bicycles but can 
reach speeds of 20 mph or more, 
are often operated recklessly. Lots 
of people have stories about close 
calls where they stepped out into 
the street, only to nearly be hit by 
a quick-moving bike they couldn’t 
hear coming. 

But it will be bad news for de¬ 
liverymen such as Clemente Mar¬ 
tinez, who spends up to 12 hours 
a day in the saddle, often in lousy 


weather. 

“It’s not fair because people like 
me do depend on them,” said Mar¬ 
tinez through a translator. The 
44-year-old from Puebla, Mexico, 
came to the United States almost 
15 years ago and has been work¬ 
ing as a delivery person almost 
all that time, buying his electric 
bicycle almost three years ago. 
“We’re using this as something 
that lets us work and support our 
families.” 

The bikes make a tremendous 
difference for the delivery work¬ 
force, said Do Lee, a Ph.D. candi¬ 
date who studied delivery workers 
for his dissertation and advocates 
for them. Many of the workers are 
middle-aged or even older, work¬ 
ing for hours and putting in a sig¬ 
nificant number of miles to meet 
the demand for food and other 
items to be delivered quickly. 

“They couldn’t do their jobs 


without electric bikes,” he said. 

Advocates for alternate forms 
of transportation say the crack¬ 
down also doesn’t make sense 
from an environmental or safety 
perspective. 

Gas-powered mopeds, which 
are faster and heavier than e- 
bikes, continue to be legal under 
state law, although they must be 
registered and the driver must 
be licensed. A business using one 
for deliveries also has to have 
insurance. 

Some cycling advocacy groups 
have challenged the city to pro¬ 
duce data showing whether the 
e-bikes pose any unusual danger, 
compared with other vehicles. 

Federal law allows electric bi¬ 
cycles that go 20 mph or less to 
be treated as bicycles for product 
safety and standards, but New 
York state law doesn’t allow them 
to be registered or licensed as mo¬ 


torized vehicles. 

Police enforcement against 
the bicycles has already been on 
the upswing, with almost 1,000 
of them confiscated by police in 
2017, an increase of several hun¬ 
dred from the year before. 

While new electric bikes can 
go for several thousands of dol¬ 
lars, similar to some gas-powered 
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scooters such as Vespas, kits to 
convert a standard bike to an elec¬ 
tric bike can be bought for under 
$500. 

Elizabeth Jordan, an attorney 
with the Make the Road New York 
advocacy group, said restaurants 
have come to expect workers to 
have the bikes and require them 
to own and maintain them. 

“They have to have these bikes 
in order to get these jobs,” she 
said. “We think that even though 
the policy has the intention of 
going after the restaurants, it will 
fall on the backs of the workers.” 
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By Gary Abernathy 
Special to The Washington Post 

HILLSBORO, Ohio 
ackers of President Donald Trump 
are routinely challenged by his 
critics to defend their support on 
a line-item basis. It’s like being 
audited by an IRS agent determined to nail 
you for cheating, the difference being that 
IRS audits eventually end. 

Many Trump voters need nothing more 
to justify their continued support of the 
president than the roaring economy, his 
pick to fill the Supreme Court vacancy and 
his efforts, successful or not, to keep his 
campaign promises. For others, the daily 
joy derived from witnessing the hysteria of 
the Trump resistance and the apoplectic 
rage from many on the left over the mere 
fact that Donald Trump exists is its own 
reward. 

But in the spirit of the season, and in an 
effort to mollify the sincerely mystified 
among the general population, allow this 
Trump supporter to offer the small gift of 
a few words of sincere criticism of the 45th 
president of the United States. 

During President Barack Obama’s two 
terms, there were always some on the right 
who proclaimed that Obama was “not my 
president.” In fact, he was. I never voted 
for Obama, and I opposed most of his ini¬ 
tiatives. But he was the duly elected presi¬ 
dent, and he was my president, too — even 
if many of the values and beliefs I hold 
dear were routinely marginalized and dis¬ 
respected by his administration, just as 
many on the left now complain is the case 


W ho is the leader of the free 
world? Important as the ques¬ 
tion sounds. I’m beginning 
to wonder if it’s better left 
unanswered. 

The U.S. president is no longer the ob¬ 
vious choice. Even the new U.S. National 
Security Strategy, filled with bombastic 
statements such as “the whole world is 
lifted by America’s renewal and the re- 
emergence of American leadership,” ac¬ 
knowledges growing competition among 
powers. And of course “America first” 
is the slogan of a national, not a global, 
leader. 

So who, if not Donald Trump, qualifies 
for the job? Let’s first consider its history. 

The origin of the term “leader of the free 
world” is somewhat uncertain. Dominic 
Tierney, of the Atlantic, tracked it back to 
a 1948 New York Times article, in which 
British economist Barbara Ward called 
upon the U.S. to lead the West in fight¬ 
ing the Communist threat. But a Google 
Books search suggests the title was first 
used during World War I and has made 
regular appearances in English language 
books since the late 1930s. In any case, its 
use surged at the peak of the Cold War in 
the early 1960s (when Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev began referring to “the free 
world” with heavy irony), declined toward 
the detente of the mid-1970s, then gained 
again through the Soviet Union’s collapse 
and up until its last peak in 2007, just be¬ 
fore the global financial crisis. 

Typically applied to the U.S. president, 
the title has acquired a bitterly ironic flavor 
since the election of Trump, who studies 
suggest is broadly mistrusted in demo¬ 
cratic countries. As a result, some pundits 
have been discussing whether a more glob¬ 
ally respected politician, such as German 


for them. 

Today, to an even greater extent, count¬ 
less Americans proclaim that Trump is not 
their president. And yet, he is just that. But 
more important than anti-Trump Ameri¬ 
cans acknowledging that Trump is their 
president is Trump acknowledging this 
fact himself 

Trump is president not just of the nearly 
63 million Americans who voted for him. 
He is president of the nearly 66 million who 
voted for Hillary Clinton and the nearly 8 
million who picked another candidate. He 
is president of all 325 million Americans, 
whether they voted or not. 

I recently had the privilege of meeting 
with graduate students at the Columbia 
Journalism School in New York, courtesy 
of an invitation from professor Samuel 
Freedman. It is safe to say that most of the 
students did not have a favorable opinion 
of the president, and they had many ques¬ 
tions about those who voted for him. But 
an important part of our conversation was 
the need for all sides to show more respect 
to those who are diametrically opposed to 
them politically, even when they stridently 
disagree. 

That example can be fostered by no one 
as much as the president. Unlike some, I 
don’t want Trump to “pivot” or become 
“more presidential.” Many of the person¬ 
ality traits that drive others crazy are the 
very reason he is so refreshing to his sup¬ 
porters. But the Trump resistance would 
be significantly diminished if the presi¬ 
dent were less inclined to elevate them to 
his level — the level of the presidency — by 


Chancellor Angela Merkel, could take over 
the role. As recently as September, Hill¬ 
ary Clinton called her “the most important 
leader in the free world right now.” 

Merkel, however, probably doesn’t fit 
the bill. Weakened by the last election, she 
has found herself embroiled in the longest 
coalition talks in Germany’s post-World 
War II history. Even if she’s back on top 
by Easter, global leadership will be pretty 
far from her mind as she settles into what’s 
likely to be her last term in power. She 
doesn’t even have an obvious successor in 
her party. Besides, she has always shown 
much more interest in shaping the Euro¬ 
pean Union to Germany’s benefit than in 
leading the world, free or otherwise. 

Other European leaders don’t qualify, 
either. Almost all lead precarious, pains¬ 
takingly built coalitions with domestically 
focused agendas, while others — mostly 
in Eastern Europe — aren’t interested in 
being part of any liberal order. The only 
notable exception is French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron, mockingly called “Jupi¬ 
ter” and compared to the Sun King by his 
compatriots. But, at 40 and in his first year 
as an elected official, he’s unproven. Also, 
France has been in the doldrums for too 
long and has too many institutional and 
economic problems to be a credible global 
leader. 

Top EU officials could take a shot. The 
European project unites most established 
democracies, is the world’s biggest trade 
bloc and has a consistent track record of de¬ 
fending liberal values. But European Com¬ 
mission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
and European Council President Donald 
Tusk, besides being something of a comical 
pair, have proven powerless even to bring 
the EU closer together. They’re negotia¬ 
tors and compromise makers, not leaders. 
And the EU, for all its economic power, is a 
peace project, so its role in resolving global 
conflicts will remain minimal. 


forth insults. 

The desire to banish Trump from the 
Oval Office — or the planet, if possible 
— is deep and wide among his political 
opponents and many in the media. But as 
harmful and irresponsible as many mem¬ 
bers of the “resistance” can be. Trump is 
their president, too. 

I want Trump to continue to “drain the 
swamp,” enforce immigration laws, undo 
“Obamacare,” cut costly regulation, put 
America first and even criticize journal¬ 
ists when their zeal to be the first to break 
unfavorable news about him results in in¬ 
accurate or poorly vetted stories. 

But in so doing, he should remember 
that he is the president of everyone who ve¬ 
hemently opposes him on all those actions. 
He is president of every American of all 
races, creeds and sexual orientations. And 
most important — this basic fact does not 
depend on anyone’s acknowledgment. 

The groundbreaking baseball player 
Jackie Robinson once said, “I’m not con¬ 
cerned with you liking or disliking me. All 
I ask is that you respect me as a human 
being.” 

My New Year’s wish for the president 
is to lead by example when it comes to re¬ 
specting those who oppose him. Whether 
that respect is returned is not particularly 
important. “Do unto others as you would 
have others do unto you” is the Golden 
Rule — and it’s not contingent upon anyone 
else doing the same in return. 

Gary Abernathy, a contributing columnist for The 
Washington Post, is publisher and editor of the 
Hillsboro (Ohio) Times-Gazette. 


One could make a case for Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. He’s a 
liberal favorite, branded “the free world’s 
best hope” by Rolling Stone. He acts the 
part, stressing his differences with Trump 
on immigration, climate change and gen¬ 
der equality. He has also boosted Canada’s 
military spending. But it wouldn’t be easy 
for Canada to emerge from the U.S. shad¬ 
ow, and Trudeau isn’t particularly popular 
with Canadians (his approval rating just 
slipped below 50 percent). 

There still is a free world, in which citi¬ 
zens elect political leaders rather than 
tolerate authoritarian succession like in 
China or Russia. It doesn’t, however, ap¬ 
pear to have a credible leader — one who 
would be both powerful and committed to 
clear, attractive values. 

Moreover, it’s hard to see where one 
would come from. The U.S. will be eyed 
with mistrust after Trump. Its values are in 
flux and hard for outsiders to understand, 
and its military power is not necessarily 
relevant to modern conflicts, as Europe’s 
Middle Eastern refugee crisis has demon¬ 
strated. Germany, for its part, is weighed 
down by its history and held together by a 
rebuilt communitarian tradition, in which 
leadership-hungry politicians are unlikely 
to flourish. 

The question, then, is whether the free 
world needs a leader. Perhaps the path 
forward requires collective decisions and 
compromises, inclusiveness and consensus, 
negotiation and civilized debate. It sounds 
boring, even weak, and the outcomes may 
often appear suboptimal, but freedom and 
strong leadership have always been a lit¬ 
tle at odds. Quiet, soft power as practiced 
by European nations, Canada and Japan 
might work better as an advertisement 
for democracy than U.S. assertiveness has 
since the end of the Cold War. 

Leonid Bershidsky is a Bloomberg View columnist. 



Maybe the free world doesn’t need a leader 

By Leonid Bershidsky 
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OPINION _ 

2018: When the internet collides with reality 





By Tyler Cowen 

Bloomberg View 

T he onset of a new year brings 
plenty of predictions, and so I 
will hazard one: Many of the big¬ 
gest events of 2018 will be bound 
together by a common theme, namely the 
collision of the virtual internet with the 
real “flesh and blood” world. This integra¬ 
tion is likely to steer our daily lives, our 
economy, and maybe even politics to an 
unprecedented degree. 

For instance, the coming year will 
see a m^or expansion of the “internet of 
things,” especially home and other smart 
devices subject to our commands. So much 
of our time with information technology 
has been taken up by texting and Face- 
book, pure communications of symbols 
and photos and videos. The next steps will 
be controlling our doors, heating systems, 
lights, stoves and refrigerators, and mov¬ 
ing toward driverless cars. The virtual 
world will be managing our older physical 
processes more and more. 

“Augmented reality” will become a bet¬ 
ter-known phrase as a superior version of 
Google Glass arrives. Imagine walking 
into a store, putting on techie glasses and 
learning immediately about product bar¬ 
gains, quality ratings and items you might 
want to buy, as you do now on the web with 
Amazon. That kind of useful information 
will seep into our public spaces, and you 
will be able to speak a command and have 
your favorite cheese waiting for you at the 
grocery checkout, at a discount of course. 

Integration will shape the financial 
world too. Bitcoin has been an online sen¬ 
sation since its origin in 2009, but it has 
existed as a kind of closed universe, both 
intellectually and in terms of its impact on 
other financial markets. Late in 2017, fu¬ 
tures contracts for bitcoin started on both 


the Chicago Board Options Exchange and 
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, which 
means bitcoin now intersects with a world 
of collateral, margin requirements, poten¬ 
tially insolvent traders, and publicly veri¬ 
fiable values for contract settlement. So 
far this process has gone fine. But what¬ 
ever your prediction for the future, this 
integration of real and virtual worlds will 
either make or break bitcoin and other 
crypto-assets. 

As for American foreign policy, so far it 
has been proceeding along two very sepa¬ 
rate lines. There is the process-oriented, 
expertise-based approach emanating from 
some of President Donald Trump’s advis¬ 
ers, such as national security adviser H.R. 
McMaster, and also from the State Depart¬ 
ment. Then there is Trump, who conducts 
much of his personalized, individualized 
foreign policy on Twitter, including threats 
to North Korea and insults to various allies. 
So far the process-oriented and Twitter- 
oriented foreign policies have coexisted, 
however uneasily. I see 2018 as the year 
where these two foreign policies converge 
in some manner. Either Trump’s tweets 
end up driving actual foreign policy and 
its concrete, “boots on the ground” realiza¬ 
tion, or the real-world policy prevails and 
the tweets become far less relevant. 

As for conflict, cyberwar will escalate 
to the point where it is seen like an act of 
physical aggression, comparable to bomb¬ 
ing civilians, rather than existing in its 
own separate sphere. 

Yet more of the advances on the tech side 
are troubling, such as how artificial intelli¬ 
gence is being used for facial surveillance 
in China, and how Chinese social credit 
rating systems are assessing the suitability 
of individuals as both credit risks and loyal 
citizens. I expect many other autocracies 
to adopt similar technologies, and so “con¬ 
trol of information” will mean “control of 


people” more and more. 

One under-discussed feature of the in¬ 
ternet to date has been its role as an “add¬ 
on” in human affairs. Internet use brings 
extra benefits, but if you don’t want to use 
the internet, you still can get most things 
done, in the physical world at least, though 
you probably are relying on other people 
to use the internet for you. People there¬ 
fore can partake in the internet to varying 
degrees, while still intersecting broadly 
through the same common public institu¬ 
tions. Even without using email you can 
vote, buy groceries, drive your car, and 
send your kids to school. 

But the possibility of independence from 
internet use is diminishing rapidly. The 
bright side, which is very bright indeed, 
is that the integration of the physical and 
the virtual will spread productivity gains 


throughout the American economy. The 
downside is that skill in virtual worlds will 
determine a person’s financial success and 
enjoyment of life more and more, to the 
disadvantage of those on the dwindling 
side of the digital divide. 

I am struck by the recent decision of the 
French government to ban smartphones in 
schools for children ages 15 and younger. 
The government has said it wishes to sub¬ 
ordinate information technology to face-to- 
face play time. I doubt if such a retrograde 
policy can swing the cultural tide, but 
again, it’s a sign that the integration of the 
real and virtual will be a big theme for the 
year to come. In America, for better or 
worse, it’s likely to be full speed ahead. 

Bloomberg View columnist Tyier Cowen is a pro¬ 
fessor of economics at George Mason University. 


Why Weinstein was the one to launch a social movement 


By Paul Farhi 

The Washington Post 

onald Trump didn’t do it. 

Nor did Bill Clinton, Clarence 
Thomas, Bill Cosby, Roger Ailes 
or Bill O’Reilly. 

None of these famous men, each publicly 
accused of sexual harassment or assault, 
touched off the cultural reckoning that has 
swept America and other parts of the world 
over the past three months. 

The honor, or perhaps dishonor, goes 
to a far more obscure and unlikely fig¬ 
ure: Harvey Weinstein. The Hollywood 
producer’s alleged predations unleashed 
the outpouring of #MeToo revelations on 
social media along with echoing volleys of 
claims against more than 100 prominent 
men in news, entertainment, government 
and other fields. 

Why Weinstein? Why did his story in¬ 
spire a cultural eruption, particularly 
given that most people probably couldn’t 
identify him before The New York Times 
and The New Yorker revealed his alleged 
secret history in articles that became the 
spore of the anti-harassment movement? 

There’s no hard and fast explanation. 
But there are a few theories. 

Social media played a role, making a 
story that began in the mass media into 
something personal and intimate. The tim¬ 
ing seems important, too, coming after 
years of pent-up anger about harassment, 
rape and assault that has been bubbling 
like lava just below the surface. 

But perhaps the most important factor 
was the identity of the victims, not of the 
alleged perpetrator. 


“The first [Weinstein] stories had high¬ 
ly identifiable victims, people everyone 
knew,” said Teresa Younger, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Ms. Foundation for Women, 
a charitable organization. “These were 
wealthy white women whose images peo¬ 
ple have seen for years and years.... They 
were trusted and believed” in ways that 
previous accusers might not have been. 

She is referring to the early wave of Hol¬ 
lywood actresses who went public with 
their stories of abuse by Weinstein. Ashley 
Judd appeared in the first paragraph of the 
first Times article. Her account was fol¬ 
lowed within days by similar claims from 
the likes of Gwyneth Paltrow, Angelina 
Jolie, Heather Graham, Mira Sorvino and 
Rosanna Arquette. Another actress-direc¬ 
tor, Asia Argento, told The New Yorker that 
Weinstein raped her. 

Other famous people responded by con¬ 
demning Weinstein—Meryl Streep, Jenni¬ 
fer Lawrence, Lena Dunham, Brie Larson, 
Amber Tamblyn, George Clooney, Ameri¬ 
ca Ferrera, Lupita Nyong’o and Brooklyn 
Decker among them. 

The celebrity aspect of the story made 
Weinstein different from almost every al¬ 
leged perpetrator before him: Many of 
the accusers were better known than the 
accused. 

Although some of the women who 
brought allegations against other men be¬ 
came well known — such as Thomas ac¬ 
cuser Anita Hill and Clinton accuser Paula 
Jones — their fame was based almost en¬ 
tirely on their accusations. 

The Hollywood element also had the 
effect of lifting the story out of the realm 
of politics, where partisanship has often 


fogged the issue, as it did in the Thomas, 
Clinton and Trump accusations. It also 
created a media hurricane. 

The reaction to the Times’ first Wein¬ 
stein revelations “staggered” editors and 
reporters at the paper, said Jodi Kantor, 
the reporter who with colleague Megan 
Twohey broke the story. 

“Before publication, our editors pointed 
out that Harvey Weinstein was not a house¬ 
hold name,” Kantor said. “In interviews 
over the summer, more than a few people 
in the film business told us that our work 
would not matter. Weinstein’s behavior had 
been an open secret for years, they said. 
Everyone knew and no one cared. Even if 
we were able to document the allegations, 
nothing would change, they predicted.” 

Social media helped turn the story into 
a personal crusade, with women talking 
to women in a way that was impossible 
when Anita Hill first appeared, said Casie 
Yoder, a spokeswoman for 9to5, an organi¬ 
zation that advocates on behalf of working 
women. The #MeToo hashtag, with which 
women shared their own harassment sto¬ 
ries, became “a tsunami,” she said. “When 
so many people are speaking out day after 
day after day, you can’t ignore that.” 

The tinder that seemed to burst into 
flames all at once may have been smolder¬ 
ing for many years. The 2016 election — 
pitting a man accused by multiple women 
of harassment against a woman whose hus¬ 
band had been accused of the same thing 
— helped prime women and the popular 
culture at large for a conflagration, said 
Nikki Usher, an associate professor at 
George Washington University’s School of 
Media and Public Affairs. 


“Trump is Teflon, but it doesn’t mean 
that people weren’t disgusted by his com¬ 
ments on the [Access Hollywood’] tape,” 
she said. “For many women, even those 
who aren’t fans of [Hillary] Clinton, the 
fact that a more qualified woman lost out to 
a less qualified man on the nation’s biggest 
stage was just a reminder that no woman, 
no matter how much she has achieved, gets 
a fair shot, because she starts out with a 
disadvantage: her gender.” 

An important precedent for the reac¬ 
tion to Weinstein was the Women’s March 
the day after Trump’s inauguration, she 
said. The event, whose symbolic “pussy 
hats” explicitly linked to Trump’s vulgar 
reference on the tape, drew hundreds of 
thousands not just to Washington, but to 
marches all over the world. 

Given all that preceded Weinstein, Usher 
says Hill really deserves to be known as 
the godmother of the cultural moment. 

“Much of our modern sexual harass¬ 
ment legislation and training all come in 
response to her,” she said. “She also was 
the case study for ‘blame the victim,’ and 
as a result, there was much more of a con¬ 
versation about how survivors matter.” 

Still, it’s been Weinstein and his accusers 
that have helped propel the wave that has 
washed away so many men whose careers 
soared in the years after Hill. And those 
accusers may have succeeded in institu¬ 
tionalizing new standards of conduct, a 
change that eluded Hill and many women 
who followed her. 

“We won’t go back to business as usual,” 
said the Ms. Foundation’s Younger. “This 
is a pivotal time for change.” 

Paul Farhi is the Washington Post’s media reporter. 
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ACROSS 

53 “Three Sisters” 

22 Punctuation mark 

1 Castle defense 

sister 

23 Abode 

5 Pub orders 

54 Sawbuck 

24“Uh-huh” 

9 Proof letters 

55 Crisp cookie 

25 Santa — winds 

12 Actress Fisher 

56 Conspiracy 

26 Devour quickly 

13 Marathoner’s 


27 Tobacco plug 

tempo 

DOWN 

29 Co. that created 

14 Submachine gun 

1 Fine spray 

Watson 

15 Derek Jeter, 

2 Job-safety org. 

30 Shark feature 

for one 

3 Oodles 

35 Hearing thing 

17 Branch 

4 Kilt pattern 

37 Kanye West’s 

18 Spill the beans 

5 Church area 

music 

19 Albacore and 

6 Back muscle. 

39 Exams 

yellowfin 

briefly 

40 Vinyl records 

21 Room cooler. 

7 Green prefix 

41 Penny 

for short 

8 Nasal partitions 

42 Lotion additive 

22 Beet variety 

9 Pickle 

43 Per person 

24 Show ennui 

10 Poet Pound 

44 Lounge 

27 Bill’s partner 

11 Darkens 

45 Thus 

28 Babe in the 

16 Patient’s need. 

46 Doc’s “Now!” 

woods 

briefly 

49 Can material 

31 Rock’s Brian 

20 Ornate vase 

50 Eggs 


32 “Let me 
think ...” 

33 Slugger’s stat 

34 Ashen 

36 Soul, to Sartre 

37 Church song 

38 Islamic decree 

40 Roman 51 

41 Military group 
43 Granny Smiths 

47 “Evil Woman” gp. 

48 Screech to a halt 

51 Promptly 

52 DVR brand 

12-28 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


A 

D 

A 

M 

1 


C 

C 


B 

A 

1 

L 

M 

E 

M 

0 


A 

H 

E 

N 

D 

0 

F 

L 

0 

T 

1 

L 

L 

A 

E 

G 

0 

s 

M 

1 

S 

E 

R 

Y 



[b 

T 

U 

S 

E 


\j 

1 

P 


p 

L 

1 


H 

0 

j] 



S 

W 


It 

E 

L 

L 

Y 

E 

R 

0 

A 


lo 

0 




L 

1 

D 

H 

0 

R 

N 



Ie 

L 

p 


[A 

D 

s 


T 

0 

N 



U 

s 

a\ 


W 

E 

1 

R 


N 

E 

N 

G 

A 

G 

E 

H 

A 

L 

T 



A 

N 

T 

1 

L 

L 

A 

1 

S 

L 

E 

A 

R 

c 

I 

N 

E 

A 

R 

R 

E 

A 

D 

D 

1 


E 

E 

M 

s 


CRYPTOQUIP 


YI ITB Z B I M Y C Q P - I T B K B Q 

WBPIYDWYCI, ITB TBYQZYEIBW 

AYKB VL lU YCCUDCAB, 

“LUDW lYVMB EP WBBQL.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEBODY 
UNEXPECTEDLY SAT ON A BOX FROM 
DOMINO’S, WOULD HE BE LEFT WITH THE 
PIZZA CRUSHED? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals W 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK - The 134 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (6) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Addison Reed, rhp; Chris 
Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (4) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of; Boone 
Logan, Ihp. 

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 
OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (6) — Gordon Beckham, inf; 
Jarrod Dyson, of; Carlos Ruiz, c; Danny 
Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (5) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; 
Jason Grim, rhp; Mike Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Pro hockey 

1 

Deals 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 
Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17 

Las Vegas Bowl 

,Qn 28 

_o Bowl 

Albuquerque 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowi 
Montgomery, Aia. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fia.) Bowi 
FAU 50, Akron 3 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowi 
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gaspaniia Bowi 
At St. Petersburg, Fia. 

Temple 28, FlU 3 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowi 

Ohio 41, UAB 6 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Aia.) Bowi 
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34 
Armed Forces Bowi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 42, San Diego State 35 
Doiiar General Bowi 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (5) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (8) - q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; q-Wade Davis, rhp; Brian 
Duensing, Ihp; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koj'i Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) — Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (6) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b; 
Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) — q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - Erick Aybar, ss; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 


Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Adam Lind, lb; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jay¬ 
son Werth of. 

MLB calendar 

Jan. 12 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 24 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

y-New England 12 3 0 .800 432 290 

Buffalo 8 7 0 .533 280 343 

Miami 6 9 0 .400 265 371 

N.Y.JetS 5 10 0 .333 292 356 

South 

y-Jacksonville 10 5 0 .667 407 253 

Tennessee 8 7 0 .533 319 346 

Houston 4 11 0 .267 325 414 

Indianapolis 3 12 0 .200 241 391 

North 

y-Pittsburgh 12 3 0 

Baltimore - - - 

Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

y-Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


6 0 
_ 9 0 

0 15 0 
West 
9 6 0 
8 7 0 
6 9 0 
5 10 0 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 

^-Philadelphia 13 2 0 


.800 378 284 
.600 368 272 
.400 259 322 
.000 210 382 


.600 388 315 
.533 325 262 
.400 291 343 
.333 265 355 


Dallas 8 7 0 

Washington 7 8 0 

N.Y. Giants 2 13 0 

South 

x-New Orleans 11 


x-Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 


4 0 
_ 6 0 
4 11 0 


y-Minnesota 12 3 0 


Detroit 
Green Bay 
Chicago 

y-L.A. Rams 

Seattle 

Arizona 


7 0 

8 0 
5 10 0 

West 


Fresno State 33, Houston 27 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Utah 30, West Virginia 14 
Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Duke 36, Northern Illinois 14 

Cactus Bowi 
Phoenix 

Kansas State 35, UCLA 17 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
independence Bowi 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowi 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowi 
Santa Ciara, Caiif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowi 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowi 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowi 
Oriando, Fia. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Aiamo Bowi 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Beik Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner 

FCS playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 


Pet PF PA 

867 457 289 
533 348 332 
467 332 370 
133 228 378 

733 424 295 
733 353 305 
600 331 305 
267 304 358 

800 359 242 
533 375 365 
467 309 349 
333 254 297 

733 465 295 
600 342 306 
467 269 337 
333 297 370 


y-clinched division 

Saturday’s games 
Baltimore 23, Indianapolis 16 
Minnesota 16, Green Bay 0 
Sunday’s games 
Chicago 20, Cleveland 3 
New England 37, Buffalo 16 
L.A. Chargers 14, N.Y. Jets 7 
Washington 27, Denver 11 
Carolina 22, Tampa Bay 19 
Cincinnati 26, Detroit 17 
Kansas City 29, Miami 13 
L.A. Rams 27, Tennessee 23 
New Orleans 23, Atlanta 13 
Seattle 21, Dallas 12 
Arizona 23, N.Y. Giants 0 
San Francisco 44, Jacksonville 33 
Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh 34, Houston 6 
Philadelphia 19, Oakland 10 
Sunday, Dec. 31 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Washington at N.Y. Giants 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Houston at Indianapolis 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay 
Kansas City at Denver 
Jacksonville at Tennessee 
Buffalo at Miami 
Arizona at Seattle 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
Oakland at L.A. Chargers 
Carolina at Atlanta 

NFL calendar 

Dec. 31 — Regular season ends. 
Jan. 6-7 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs. 

~ ' echampionsi 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 30 

At Yokohama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs. 
Yoan Boyeaux, 12, for Inoue’s WBO Junior 
bantamweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Gil- 
berto Pedroza, 12, for Shiro’s WBC Junior 
flyweight title; Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipi¬ 
no Edward Mancito, 12, featherweights; 
Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10, 
bantamweights. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Milan Melindo vs. Ryoichi 
Taguchi, 12, Melindo’s IBF and Taguchi’s 
WBA World Junior flyweight titles; Hiroto 
Kyoguchi vs. Carlos Buitrago, 12, for Kyo- 
guchi’s IBF strawweight title; Sho Kimura 
vs. Toshiyuki Igarashi, 12, for Kimura’s 
WBO flyweight title. 

2018 
Jan. 6 

At Accra, Ghana, Cesar Juarez vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for the vacant interim 
WBO Junior featherweight title. 

Jan. 12 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, Ve¬ 
rona, N.Y., Jesse Hernandez vs. Ernesto 
Garza, 10, Junior featherweights. 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Er¬ 
rol Spence Jr. vs. Lament Peterson, 12, for 
Spence’s IBF welterweight title; Robert 
Easter vs. Javier Fortune, 12, for Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Marcus Browne vs. 
Francy Ntetu, 10, light heavyweights; 
Adam Kownacki vs. lago Kiladze, 10, 
heavyweights. 

Jan. 27 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairis Briedis, 12, for WBO Usyk’s and 
Briedis’ WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 


NHL 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 35 26 7 2 54 133 87 

Toronto 37 22 14 1 45 122 104 

Boston 34 19 10 5 43 101 89 

Montreal 36 16 16 4 36 98 114 

Florida 36 15 16 5 35 103 119 

Detroit 35 13 15 7 33 96 113 

Ottawa 34 11 15 8 30 92 114 

Buffalo 36 9 20 7 25 78 120 

Metropolitan Division 
New Jersey 35 21 9 5 47 113 103 

Washington 37 22 13 2 46 114 107 

Columbus 37 22 13 2 46 105 99 

N.Y. Rangers 36 19 13 4 42 117 104 

N.Y. Islanders 36 19 13 4 42 130 127 

Carolina 35 16 12 7 39 99 109 

Pittsburgh 37 18 16 3 39 104 118 

Philadelphia 36 15 13 8 38 99 103 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

St. Louis 38 23 13 2 48 113 94 

Nashville 35 21 9 5 47 116 99 

Winnipeg 37 20 11 6 46 121 105 

Dallas 37 20 14 3 43 110 106 

Chicago 35 17 13 5 39 103 94 

Minnesota 36 18 15 3 39 102 106 

Colorado 35 17 15 3 37 112 113 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 34 23 9 2 48 119 100 

Los Angeles 37 22 11 4 48 109 85 

San Jose 34 19 11 4 42 95 84 

Anaheim 37 16 13 8 40 101 108 

Calgary 36 18 15 3 39 101 106 

Edmonton 36 17 17 2 36 108 113 

Vancouver 37 15 17 5 35 98 121 

Arizona 38 8 25 5 21 85 133 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders 
Montreal at Carolina 
Ottawa at Boston 
Columbus at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at New Jersey 
Nashville at St. Louis 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Colorado 
Vegas at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Philadelphia at Florida 
Boston at Washington 
Montreal at Tampa Bay 
Toronto at Arizona 
Vegas at Los Angeles 
Chicago at Vancouver 
Calgary at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at New Jersey 
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Columbus at Ottawa 
Nashville at Minnesota 
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Dallas 
Toronto at Colorado 
Chicago at Edmonton 
Calgary at Anaheim 


NHL calendar 


Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Buffalo at 
New York Rangers, at Citi Field. 

Jan. 27-28 — All-Star weekend, Tampa, 
Fla. 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 


At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Tewa Kiram, 12, for the va¬ 
cant WBA World welterweight title; Jorge 
Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, for Linares' 
WBA lightweight title. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Bank of America Center, Corpus 
Christ!, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Habib 
Ahmed, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super 
middleweight titles; Jerwin Ancajas vs. 
Israel Gonzalez, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF su¬ 
per flyweight title. 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Alamodome, San Antonio, Sergey 
Lipinets vs. Mikey Garcia, 12, for Lipin- 
ets’s IBF Junior welterweight title; Rane¬ 
es Barthelemy vs. Kiryl Relikh, 12, for 
the vacant WBA super lightweight title; 
Richard Commey vs. Alejandro Luna, 12, 
lightweights. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with LHP Zach Duke on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agreed to 
terms with LHP CC Sabathia on a one- 
year contract. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Jared Hughes on a two-year 
contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed S An¬ 
toine Bethea on injured reserve. Signed 
LB Edmond Robinson from the practice 
squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Placed WR Andre 
Holmes and RB Travaris Cadet on injured 
reserve. Released DT DeAndre Coleman. 
Signed RB Marcus Murphy, DT Rickey 
Hatley and WR Malachi Dupre from the 
practice squad. Signed DT Marquavius 
Lewis and LB Xavier Woodson-Luster to 
the practice squad. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Placed WR 
Damiere Byrd on injured reserve. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed WR 
C.J. Board to the practice squad. Placed 
WR Kasen Williams on practice squad 
injured reserve. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Released LB Jus¬ 
tin Durant. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed TE 
Emanuel Byrd from the practice squad. 
Placed OT Jason Spriggs on injured re¬ 
serve. Signed WR Jake Kumerow to the 
practice squad. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed LS Jeff 
Overbaugh. Placed G Nick Easton on in¬ 
jured reserve. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed 
LB James Harrison. Released LB Trevor 
Reilly. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Placed S Landon 
Collins on injured reserve. Signed LB Der¬ 
rick Mathews from the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES -Recalled F Law- 
son Crouse from Tucson (AHL). 


College basketball 


Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 20 Gonzaga vs. Pacific 

No. 23 Seton Hall vs. No. 25 Creighton 

Friday’s games 

No. 2 Michigan State vs. Cleveland State 
No. 7 West Virginia at Oklahoma State 
No. 11 Kansas at Texas 
No. 16 Kentucky vs. Louisville 
No. 18 Baylor at No. 22 Texas Tech 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Villanova at Butler, 4 p.m. 

No. 3 Arizona State at No. 17 Arizona 
No. 4 Duke vs. No. 24 Florida State 
No. 5 Texas A&M at Alabama 
No. 6 Xavier vs.DePaul 
No. 8 Wichita State vs. UConn at the 
XL Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 9 Virginia vs. Boston College 
No. 10 TCU vs. No. 12 Oklahoma 
No. 13 North Carolina vs. Wake Forest 
No. 14 Purdue vs. Lipscomb 
No. 15 Miami at Pittsburgh 
No. 19 Tennessee at Arkansas 
No. 20 Gonzaga vs. Santa Clara 
Sunday’s games 

No. 2 Michigan State vs. Savannah State 
No. 16 Kentucky vs.Georgia 
No. 21 Cincinnati vs. Memphis 
No. 23 Seton Hall vs. St. John’s 
No. 25 Creighton vs. Providence 

Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 2 Notre Dame vs. Syracuse 
No. 3 Louisville at Georgia Tech 
No. 5 Mississippi State vs. MVSU 
No. 6 Baylor at Kansas State 
No. 8 Texas at Oklahoma 
No. 9 West Virginia at TCU 
No. 12 Ohio State at Nebraska 
No. 13 Florida State vs. Jacksonville 
No. 15 Maryland vs. Illinois 
No. 18 Villanova at Creighton 
No. 19 Green Bay at Wright State 
No. 21 Michigan vs. Penn State 
No. 22 Texas A&M vs. SMU 
No. 23 Iowa at Wisconsin 
No. 24 Oklahoma State at Texas Tech 
Friday’s games 

No. 10 Oregon vs. Washington State 
No. 11 UCLA at Stanford 
No. 14 Duke vs. Liberty 
No. 17 Oregon State vs. Washington 
No. 20 California vs. Southern Cal 
Saturday’s game 
' at Nort'-- 

No. 1 UConn vs'. M^emphis at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 2 Notre Dame at Wake Forest 
No. 3 Louisville at N.C. State 
No. 4 South Carolina vs. No. 22 Texas 
A&M 

No. 5 Mississippi State at Georgia 

No. 6 Baylor vs. Texas Tech 

No. 7 Tennessee at Kentucky 

No. 8 Texas vs. No. 9 West Virginia 

No. 10 Oregon vs. Washington 

No. 11 UCLA at No. 20 California 

No. 12 Ohio State vs. Indiana 

No. 13 Florida State vs. North Carolina 

No. 14 Duke at Miami 

No. 15 Maryland at Penn State 

No. 16 Missouri at Alabama 

No. 17 Oregon State vs. Washington State 

No. 18 Villanova at Providence 

No. 21 Michigan at No. 23 Iowa 

No. 24 Oklahoma State vs. Kansas State 

No. 25 South Florida vs. Tulane 
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NBA 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Alley-oop slam at 
buzzer lifts Suns 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Tyson Chandler 
learned of the Suns’ crafty in¬ 
bounds play when Jay Triano took 
over as coach early this season. 
With 0.6 seconds left in a tie game 
Tuesday night, Triano said Phoe¬ 
nix was going to run it. 

Dragan Bender and Chandler 
did the rest. 

Bender threw a perfect pass at 
the rim from the opposite sideline, 
Chandler jumped over the Griz¬ 
zlies’ Brandan Wright to slam it 
down with 0.4 seconds remain¬ 
ing, and the Suns beat Memphis 
99-97. 

Triano described his plan. 

“I told our guy [Bender] to 
shoot the ball in the basket and 
all Tyson has to do is touch it on 
the way down or grab the rim and 
have it hit your knuckle and go in,” 
Triano said, explaining the no- 
goaltending-from-out-of-bounds 
rule that made the basket good. 

“My job was to punch it in,” 
Chandler said 

“He got a little push. They usu¬ 
ally don’t call that stuff at the end 
of the game. I went up and my 
hand went under and through the 
rim, so it kind of messed my tim¬ 
ing up a little bit,” Wright said. “I 
had to pull it back out because I 
didn’t want to get a goaltend. They 
just made a play, a perfect pass.” 

Devin Booker scored 32 points 
in his return from a three-week 
injury absence before fouling out 
in the final minute. 

Bulls 115, Bucks 106: Niko¬ 
la Mirotic came off the bench 
to score 24 points in 28 minutes 
and visiting Chicago won for the 
eighth time in 10 games. 

The surge coincides with the 
return of Mirotic, who missed the 
beginning of the season after suf¬ 
fering facial fractures in a fight 
with teammate Bobby Portis. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 
28 points to pace Milwaukee, 
which has lost five of seven. 

Mavericks 98, Raptors 93: J. J. 
Barea scored 20 points, includ¬ 
ing a clinching layup in the final 
seconds, and host Dallas ended 
another six-game winning streak 


by Toronto. 

The Mavericks held DeMar 
DeRozan and the Raptors to sea¬ 
son lows in shooting percentage 
as Toronto lost for just the second 
time in 14 games, with each loss 
coming after six straight wins. 

Pistons 107, Pacers 83: Tobi¬ 
as Harris scored 30 points to help 
host Detroit rout Indiana. 

The victory moved the Pistons 
(19-14) past the Pacers (19-15) 
and into second spot in the NBA’s 
Central Division. 

Heat 107, Magic 89: Josh 
Richardson scored 20 points, 
Wayne Ellington had 12 of his 18 
points in a dominant fourth quar¬ 
ter and host Miami beat strug¬ 
gling Orlando. 

Tyler Johnson added 17, Kelly 
Olynyk scored 15 and Goran 
Dragic had 14 for the Heat, who 
outscored the Magic 39-21 in 
the fourth — the biggest margin 
by Miami in a final quarter this 
season. 

Spurs 109, Nets 97: Kawhi 
Leonard scored 21 points, La- 
Marcus Aldridge added 20 and 
host San Antonio won its first 
game of the season with every 
player healthy and available. 

The Spurs are third in the 
Western Conference at 24-11 de¬ 
spite being without Leonard and/ 
or Tony Parker for 30 games this 
season. 

Nuggets 107, Jazz 83: Jamal 
Murray scored 13 of his 22 points 
in the first quarter and host Den¬ 
ver overcame the ejection of 
Nikola Jokic to beat Utah. 

Jokic had 13 points and seven 
rebounds before getting tossed 
in the fourth quarter. Despite the 
rout, Jokic got tangled up with 
Jonas Jerebko early in the fourth 
and was called for a flagrant 2 
foul and ejected from the game. 

Clippers 122, Kings 95: Mon- 
trezl Harrell scored 22 points and 
Lou Williams added 21, both off 
the bench, to lead host Los Ange¬ 
les to a rout of Sacramento. 

Jamil Wilson had 17 points for 
the Clippers, whose bench out- 
scored their Kings counterparts, 
72-43. 



The Suns’ Tyson Chandler, right, dunks the winning shot over the 
Grizzlies Brandan Wright, back left, in the last second on Tuesday. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 27 10 .730 - 

Toronto 23 9 .719 V/i 

New York 17 16 .515 8 

Philadelphia 15 18 .455 10 

Brooklyn 12 21 .364 13 

Southeast Division 

Washington 19 15 .559 - 

Miami 18 16 .529 1 

Charlotte 12 21 .364 BVi 

Orlando 11 24 .314 S'A 

Atlanta 8 25 .242 10'/2 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 24 10 .706 - 

Detroit 19 14 .576 4'/2 

Indiana 19 15 .559 5 

Milwaukee 17 15 .531 6 

Chicago 11 22 .333 12'/2 

Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


L Pet GB 


24 11 .686 2'/2 

17 16 .515 8'/2 

10 24 .294 16 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 

Dallas iu ./isb 10^2 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 21 13 .618 - 

Oklahoma City 19 15 .559 2 

Denver 19 15 .559 2 

Portland 17 16 .515 3'/2 

Utah 15 20 .429 6'/2 

Paeifie Division 

Golden State 27 7 .794 - 

L.A. Clippers 14 19 .424 12'/2 

Phoenix 13 23 .361 15 

L.A. Lakers 11 21 .344 15 

Sacramento 11 22 .333 15'/2 

Tuesday’s games 
Dallas 98, Toronto 93 
Detroit 107, Indiana 83 
Miami 107, Orlando 89 
Chicago 115, Milwaukee 106 
San Antonio 109, Brooklyn 97 
Denver 107, Utah 83 
Phoenix 99, Memphis 97 
L.A. Clippers 122, Sacramento 95 
Wednesday’s games 
Boston at Charlotte 
Dallas at Indiana 
Washington at Atlanta 
Brooklyn at New Orleans 
Denver at Minnesota 
New York at Chicago 
Toronto at Oklahoma City 
Cleveland at Sacramento 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 
Utah at Golden State 

Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Orlando 
Houston at Boston 
Minnesota at Milwaukee 
New York at San Antonio 
Philadelphia at Portland 
Friday’s games 
Houston at Washington 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Brooklyn at Miami 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Indiana at Chicago 
Milwaukee at Oklahoma City 
Phoenix at Sacramento 
Charlotte at Golden State 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday 

Mavericks 98, Raptors 93 

TORONTO - Anunoby 0-2 0-0 0, Ibaka 
4-13 3-5 11, Valanciunas 5-11 7-9 17, Low¬ 
ry 6-17 7-8 23, DeRozan 3-16 2-3 8, Miles 

1- 3 0-0 3, Siakam 2-6 2-2 6, Poeltl 3-4 3- 
5 9, Wright 3-5 0-0 7, VanVIeet 2-6 0-0 6, 
N.Powell 1-6 0-0 3. Totals 30-89 24-32 93. 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-13 3-4 16, Kleber 

6- 9 1-1 15, Nowitzki 8-13 1-1 18, Smith Jr. 
3-14 2-4 8, Matthews 2-9 1-1 5, D.Powell 

2- 7 2-2 6, Mejri 2-4 2-2 6, Ferrell 0-5 0-0 0, 
Barea 9-18 0-1 20, Harris 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 
40-94 12-16 98. 

Toronto 23 30 24 16-93 

Dallas 31 26 28 13-98 

Three-point Goals—Toronto 9-31 (Low¬ 
ry 4-8, VanVIeet 2-5, Wright 1-2, Miles 1- 
3, N.Powell 1-4, Siakam 0-1, DeRozan 0-2, 
Anunoby 0-2, Ibaka 0-4), Dallas 6-24 (Kle¬ 
ber 2-4, Barea 2-6, Barnes 1-2, Nowitzki 

1- 2, Smith Jr. 0-2, Ferrell 0-3, Matthews 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—To¬ 
ronto 53 (Ibaka 12), Dallas 56 (Barnes 10). 
Assists—Toronto 16 (Lowry 6), Dallas 20 
(Barea, Smith Jr. 4). Total Fouls—Toronto 
24, Dallas 24. Technicals—Lowry, Barea, 
Mejri. A-20,005 (19,200). 

Suns 99, Grizzlies 97 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 3-10 0-0 6, Wright 

3- 5 1-1 7, Gasol 4-16 10-11 18, Evans 10-22 
3-4 25, Harrison 5-14 1-4 12, Ennis III 2-3 

7- 7 11, Martin 5-9 0-0 10, Davis 1-3 0-0 2, 
Simmons 2-5 2-2 6. Totals 35-87 24-29 97. 

PHOENIX - Warren 7-14 3-5 17, Chriss 

2- 3 2-4 6, Chandler 3-4 1-2 7, Ulis 3-8 0-0 
8, Booker 9-21 11-12 32, Bender 1-6 0-0 3, 
Len 4-6 4-6 12, Canaan 0-2 4-4 4, Jackson 
1-4 2-2 4, Daniels 2-4 0-0 6. Totals 32-72 
27-35 99. 

19 34 23 21-97 

29 28 19 23-99 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 3-20 (Ev¬ 
ans 2-5, Harrison 1-4, Ennis III 0-1, Sim¬ 
mons 0-2, Gasol 0-4, Brooks 0-4), Phoenix 

8- 22 (Booker 3-9, Ulis 2-2, Daniels 2-3, 
Bender 1-5, Jackson 0-1, Warren 0-1, Ca¬ 
naan 0-1). Fouled Out—Booker, Harrison. 
Rebounds—Memphis 38 (Gasol, Martin 
6), Phoenix 41 (Chriss 13). Assists—Mem¬ 
phis 12 (Evans 5), Phoenix 24 (Booker, Ulis 
6). Total Fouls—Memphis 28, Phoenix 29. 
Technicals—Brooks, Phoenix coach Suns 
(Defensive three second). Chandler. A— 
17,105 (18,055). 



Jeffrey Phelps/AP 


Chicago’s Nikola Mirotic looks to drive against the Bucks’ Khris 
Middleton during the first half on Tuesday in Milwaukee. 


Pistons 107, Pacers 83 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 4-10 1-2 10, 
T.Young 2-4 0-0 5, Turner 3-9 3-4 10, Colli- 
son 2-6 0-0 5, Oladipo 5-11 1-2 13, Wilkins 
0-2 0-0 0, Poythress 2-4 0-0 4, Leaf 0-2 0-0 
0, Sabonis 5-9 0-0 10, Jefferson 3-3 0-0 6, 
J.Young 1-3 1-1 3, Joseph 4-7 1-2 9, Ste¬ 
phenson 3-7 2-2 8. Totals 34-77 9-13 83. 

DETROIT - Bullock 5-13 0-0 11, Harris 
10-11 3-4 30, Drummond 9-13 3-4 21, Jack- 
son 4-10 0-0 8, Kennard 2-3 0-0 6, Johnson 
1-8 3-4 6, Tolliver 0-3 0-0 0, Moreland 0-1 
0-0 0, Ellenson 0-1 0-0 0, Marjanovic 1-1 4- 
4 6, Smith 6-11 0-0 12, Galloway 3-7 0-0 7, 
Buyeks 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-82 13-16 107. 
Indiana 19 26 21 17- 83 

Detroit 40 18 24 25-107 

Three-point Goals—Indiana 6-21 
(Oladipo 2-6, T.Young 1-1, Bogdanovic 
1-2, Collison 1-3, Turner 1-4, Joseph 0-1, 
Poythress 0-2, Stephenson 0-2), Detroit 
12-34 (Harris 7-8, Kennard 2-2, Galloway 
1-4, Bullock 1-7, Johnson 1-7, Jackson 
0-3, Tolliver 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Indiana 26 (Stephenson 6), De¬ 
troit 46 (Drummond 18). Assists—Indiana 
18 (Oladipo, Stephenson, Turner, Sabonis 


Bulls 115, Bucks 106 

CHICAGO - Valentine 5-10 2-2 13, 
Markkanen 1-7 0-2 3, Lopez 5-12 0-0 10, 
Dunn 9-17 2-4 20, Holiday 5-15 4-5 15, 
Zipser 1-4 2-2 5, Mirotic 9-18 2-4 24, Portis 

4-9 1-2 9, Grant 3-5 1-2 9, Nwaba 3-6 1-2 7. 
Totals 45-103 15-25 115. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-18 3-5 16, 
Antetokounmpo 11-17 5-6 28, Henson 3- 
6 1-1 7, Bledsoe 8-14 3-3 22, Snell 2-8 2-5 
8, Maker 0-2 0-0 0, Dellavedova 2-5 0-0 5, 
Liggins 1-2 0-0 2, Brogdon 7-11 4-4 18. To¬ 
tals 39-83 18-24 106. 

Chicago 22 34 27 32-115 

Milwaukee 31 22 30 23-106 

Three-point Goals—Chicago 10-28 
(Mirotic 4-8, Grant 2-3, Zipser 1-2, Mark¬ 
kanen 1-3, Valentine 1-4, Holiday 1-4, 
Portis 0-1, Dunn 0-3), Milwaukee 10-31 
(Bledsoe 3-6, Middleton 3-9, Snell 2-6, Del¬ 
lavedova 1-1, Antetokounmpo 1-4, Liggins 
0-1, Maker 0-1, Brogdon 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Chicago 47 (Nwaba 9), 
Milwaukee 41 (Antetokounmpo, Snell 7). 
Assists—Chicago 26 (Dunn 12), Milwau¬ 
kee 23 (Bledsoe 6). Total Fouls—Chicago 
19, Milwaukee 21. Technicals—Lopez, 
Dunn, Henson, Middleton. Ejected—Dunn, 
Middleton. A-18,717 (18,717). 

Clippers 122, Kings 95 

SACRAMENTO - Temple 3-6 3-3 9, Ran¬ 
dolph 4-14 1-2 9, Cauley-Stein 8-10 1-2 17, 
Hill 3-11 1-2 7, Hield 4-9 0-0 10, Jackson 4-7 
0-0 9, Koufos 2-6 0-0 4, Papagiannis 1-5 0-0 
2, Mason 4-11 0-0 9, Richardson 3-7 2-2 10, 
Bogdanovic 4-10 0-1 9. Totals 40-96 8-12 95. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - C.Williams 2-4 0-0 4, 
Wilson 6-9 0-0 17, Jordan 5-6 3-6 13, Teo- 
dosic 3-9 0-0 8, Rivers 3-8 1-2 8, Dekker 

3-4 4-4 10, Reed 2-2 0-0 4, Harrell 7-12 8-9 
22, Evans 3-9 0-0 7, L.Williams 7-11 3-4 21, 
Thornwell 3-6 2-2 8. Totals 44-80 21-27 122. 
Sacramento 30 23 20 22- 95 

L.A. Clippers 30 41 24 27-122 

Three-point Goals—Sacramento 7-22 
(Hield 2-4, Richardson 2-4, Bogdanovic 

1- 3, Mason 1-3, Jackson 1-4, Randolph 0- 
1, Temple 0-1, Hill 0-2), L.A. Clippers 13- 
31 (Wilson 5-7, L.Williams 4-6, Teodosic 

2- 5, Evans 1-4, Rivers 1-5, Dekker 0-1, 
C.Williams 0-1, Thornwell 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 36 
(Cauley-Stein 7), L.A. Clippers 49 (Jor¬ 
dan 15). Assists—Sacramento 25 (Hill 
5), L.A. Clippers 31 (Teodosic 10). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 19, L.A. Clippers 13. 
A-16,393 (19,060). 


Spurs 109, Nets 97 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 1-10 0-0 2, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 5-13 2-2 13, Zeller 4-9 0-0 8, 
Dinwiddle 5-9 0-0 12, Crabbe 5-10 1-1 15, 
Acy 3-12 0-0 8, Allen 6-11 0-0 12, Doyle 0-1 
2-2 2, Harris 2-5 0-0 5, Stauskas 0-2 2-3 2, 
LeVert 8-11 0-1 18. Totals 39-93 7-9 97. 

SAN ANTONIO - Leonard 8-17 3-4 21, 
Aldridge 7-15 6-7 20, Gasol 6-10 1-2 15, 
Parker 6-10 1-2 14, Green 2-4 0-0 4, Ber- 
tans 0-0 0-0 0, Anderson 2-3 1-1 5, Gay 2-5 
0-0 4, Lauvergne 0-0 0-0 0, Mills 2-4 5-5 11, 
Forbes 1-3 0-0 2, Murray 1-2 0-0 2, Ginobili 
4-7 3-3 11. Totals 41-80 20-24 109. 

Brooklyn 16 28 25 28- 97 

San Antonio 19 31 30 29-109 

Three-point Goals—Brooklyn 12-32 
(Crabbe 4-7, Dinwiddle 2-2, LeVert 2-3, 
Acy 2-10, Hollis-Jefferson 1-1, Harris 1-4, 
Allen 0-1, Zeller 0-1, Carroll 0-3), San An¬ 
tonio 7-16 (Gasol 2-3, Mills 2-3, Leonard 
2-5, Parker 1-1, Aldridge 0-1, Ginobili 0-1, 
Gay 0-1, Forbes 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Brooklyn 45 (Acy 10), San An¬ 
tonio 43 (Gasol 12). Assists—Brooklyn 23 
(Dinwiddle 7), San Antonio 18 (Gasol 5). 
Total Fouls—Brooklyn 18, San Antonio 14. 
Technicals—Brooklyn coach Nets (De¬ 
fensive three second), Brooklyn coach 
Kenny Atkinson. A—18,492 (18,418). 

Nuggets 107, Jazz 83 

UTAH - Ingles 3-7 0-0 8, Jerebko 4-10 
2-2 13, Favors 6-14 8-11 20, Rubio 1-8 0-0 
2, Mitchell 5-10 2-2 13, O’Neale 1-5 4-4 7, 
Johnson 1-6 0-0 2, Udoh 0-1 3-4 3, Hood 4- 
17 0-0 10, Burks 1-5 0-0 2, Mitrou-Long 1-1 
0-0 3. Totals 27-84 19-23 83. 

DENVER - Chandler 5-11 5-5 15, Jokic 

4-10 4-4 13, Plumlee 4-6 1-3 9, Murray 9-15 
1-1 22, Harris 6-12 0-0 15, Barton 2-11 0-0 
5, Jefferson 0-0 0-0 0, Craig 0-3 5-5 5, Lyles 
7-11 1-3 16, Mudiay 2-2 1-1 7, Beasley 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 39-81 18-22 107. 

Utah 20 14 25 24- 83 

Denver 28 22 26 31-107 

Three-point Goals—Utah 10-35 (Jereb¬ 
ko 3-4, Ingles 2-6, Hood 2-7, Mitrou-Long 
1-1, Mitchell 1-4, O’Neale 1-5, Burks 0- 
2, Rubio 0-2, Johnson 0-4), Denver 11- 
30 (Murray 3-6, Harris 3-6, Mudiay 2-2, 
Jokic 1-3, Lyles 1-4, Barton 1-4, Craig 0-2, 
Chandler 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Utah 42 (Ingles 7), Denver 53 
(Lyles, Murray, Plumlee 8). Assists—Utah 
19 (Rubio 7), Denver 23 (Barton, Harris, 
Jokic 5). Total Fouls-Utah 22, Denver 21. 
Ejected-Jokic. A-17,104 (19,155). 

Heat 107, Magic 89 

ORLANDO - Fournier 5-10 3-3 14, He- 
zonja 6-12 2-2 14, Biyombo 1-7 1-2 3, Pay- 
ton 9-18 1-3 19, Simmons 1-8 2-2 4, Isaac 
0-4 1-2 1, Birch 0-0 0-0 0, Speights 4-8 2- 
2 12, Payne 0-0 0-0 0, Augustin 2-7 4-4 9, 
Afflalo 3-4 2-2 9, Iwundu 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 
33-81 18-22 89. 

MIAMI - Richardson 8-14 4-4 20, 
Olynyk 7-14 0-0 15, Whiteside 3-8 1-2 7, 
Dragic 6-18 1-2 14, T.Johnson 5-16 6-6 17, 
Mickey 1-3 0-0 2, Adebayo 3-4 2-2 8, Wal¬ 
ton Jr. 1-2 0-0 3, Ellington 6-11 0-1 18, Wil¬ 
liams Jr. 1-1 0-0 3. Totals 41-91 14-17 107. 
Orlando 18 31 19 21- 89 

Miami 21 22 25 39-107 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 5-20 
(Speights 2-5, Afflalo 1-1, Fournier 1-3, 
Augustin 1-4, Iwundu 0-1, Simmons 0-2, 
Hezonja 0-4), Miami 11-33 (Ellington 6- 
10, Williams Jr. 1-1, Olynyk 1-2, Walton 
Jr. 1-2, Dragic 1-5, T.Johnson 1-8, Mickey 
0-1, Richardson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Orlando 42 (Biyombo 12), 
Miami 53 (Olynyk 12). Assists—Orlando 
14 (Payton 6), Miami 22 (Dragic 6). Total 
Fouls—Orlando 20, Miami 20. Techni¬ 
cals—Orlando coach Magic (Defensive 
three second). A—19,600 (19,600). 
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Titans coach not 
ruling Murray out 
vs. Jaguars yet 


By Teresa M. Walker 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ten¬ 
nessee fans wanting to see Der¬ 
rick Henry start at running back 
instead of DeMarco Murray will 
get their chance to see what that 
looks like in the Titans’ most im¬ 
portant game of the season. 

Coach Mike Mularkey isn’t 
ruling Murray out of the Titans’ 
regular-season finale against 
Jacksonville on Sunday. Mular¬ 
key said Tuesday that the veteran 
will be limited at best if an injured 
knee allows him to play at all. 

The Titans (8-7) need a win 
Sunday, or losses by both Buffalo 
and the Chargers, to end a playoff 
drought stretching back to 2008 
for this franchise if they can snap 
a three-game skid. 

“These guys realize what’s on 
the line right now,” Mularkey 
said. “Nobody has to tell anybody 
that this is our last chance. We’ve 
had a number of opportunities 
we’ve missed, we still have an¬ 
other one. 

“There’s a reason we have an¬ 
other one, because we’ve won 
enough games to be in this posi¬ 
tion. They realize what they have 
to do without putting any more 
pressure on themselves.” 

The Titans still have a chance 
at the No. 5 seed in the AFC play¬ 
offs, though advancing likely 
means the No. 6 seed and a re¬ 
match with the AFC South cham¬ 
pion Jaguars in the wild-card 
round. Mularkey said the Titans 
will plan on Jacksonville (10-5) 
trying to win and not rest anyone 
for the postseason. 

“Coming off a loss. I’m sure 
they don’t want to go into the play¬ 
offs with another one,” Mularkey 
said. “I would expect we’re going 
to get the best from them knowing 
(Jaguars coach) Doug Marrone 
and Tom (Coughlin). I wouldn’t 
think anything less than that.” 

For now, Mularkey and the Ti¬ 
tans are busy preparing a game 
plan knowing that an MRI con¬ 


firmed what trainers expected 
after Murray hurt his right knee 
late in a 25-23 loss to the Los An¬ 
geles Rams. 

Mularkey says he considers 
Murray day to day, basing his 
decision on how Murray has han¬ 
dled other injuries and quickly 
responded to treatment. 

Mularkey says whether Mur¬ 
ray plays will depend on pain. 
Murray led the AFC with 1,287 
yards rushing with 16 starts last 
season despite tearing the plan¬ 
tar plate in his right foot during 
the season. 

That leaves Henry, the 2015 
Heisman Trophy winner, poised 
for the fourth start of his career. 
Henry leads the Titans in rushing 
with 693 yards on 148 carries. 

Mularkey has said he consid¬ 
ers both Murray and Henry as 
starters for Tennessee, but the 
running backs have opened a 
game together in the same back- 
field only in a loss at Arizona this 
season. 

Henry is averaging 4.7 yards 
per carry, better than the 3.6 
yards Murray is averaging on 
his 184 carries for 659 yards. 
But Murray has been much more 
valuable in the passing game, 
both in protection for Marcus 
Mariota and as a target. 

Murray ranks fourth on the 
Titans with 39 catches and has 
266 yards receiving with a touch¬ 
down. Henry has only 10 catches 
for 70 yards all season. 

Mularkey said Henry has got¬ 
ten better in pass protection. 

“Obviously all the experience 
and the time, what a difference 
a year makes for him,” Mularkey 
said. 

“He’s much better than he was 
his rookie year. It’s pretty over¬ 
whelming when you get into the 
protection schemes, especially 
when a defense goes substituted 
defense with nickels and dimes. 
It gets complicated, but he’s defi¬ 
nitely improved from his first 
year to this one.” 



James Kenney/AP 

Titans inside linebacker Wesley Woodyard tries to pump up the 
crowd in the first half on Sunday against the Los Angeles Rams in 
Nashville, Tenn. The Titans must win this week to make the playoffs. 



San Francisco 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo celebrates during the second half against the 
Jacksonville Jaguars in Santa Clara, Calif., on Sunday. Garoppolo has led the team to four straight wins. 


Garoppolo has led 49ers 
to historical turnaround 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif — Jimmy Garoppolo has 
already helped the San Francisco 49ers make a bit 
of history for the NFL’s best in-season turnaround. 

No team that ever started a season as poorly as 
the 49ers did with nine straight losses has ended it 
as well as it is going in San Francisco with Garop¬ 
polo having led the team to four straight wins. 

The 49ers (5-10) already have the best record of 
any team that started a 16-game season with a 0-9 
record and they can double the previous best win 
total held by many teams by winning the season fi¬ 
nale Sunday at the division champion Los Angeles 
Rams (11-4). 

“We think we’re playing better. But, by no means 
have we arrived,” coach Kyle Shanahan said Tues¬ 
day. “We’ve got a long way to go, we better keep get¬ 
ting better.” 

The midseason arrival of Garoppolo in a trade 
from New England has been just the spark the 49ers 
needed. He has won all four of his starts for San 
Francisco and his 1,250 yards passing are the most 
by any player in his first four starts for a franchise. 

That play has lifted the entire team and the expec¬ 
tations surrounding the 49ers. Running back Carlos 
Hyde even talked about a possible Super Bowl run 
in 2018 now that Jimmy G is in place. 

“I definitely would want to rein that in,” Shanahan 
said. “I haven’t spoken to Carlos yet. Just from what 
I know of Carlos, I have a pretty good feeling that he 
was halfway joking. 

“But, I haven’t seen him yet. But, definitely that’s 
not something that we want, because I don’t believe 
that’s the way you should think. You can’t control 
what’s going on next year. You only can worry about 
right now.” 

Ending the season on a streak such as this and 
falling short of the playoffs is rare. The 49ers could 
become the 41st team in the past 23 seasons to win 


their final five games but only the 2005 Miami Dol¬ 
phins missed the postseason in that group. 

Whether there’s a big carry-over effect remains 
to be seen. Nearly half of those teams — 19 of 40 
— missed the playoffs the following year whether 
it was because of quarterback injuries that doomed 
teams such as Green Bay this season. New England 
in 2008 or Washington in 2013, or natural regres¬ 
sion that impacted other teams, finishing strong is 
no guarantee of future success. 

“It depends on the people you have and how they 
show up ready to go,” Shanahan said. “If you end the 
season on a real positive note and you’ve got a group 
of guys that like reading their own press clippings 
and feeling good about themselves so they can relax, 
then that type of stuff will hurt you. 

“If you have guys who aren’t fazed by whether 
people say good things or bad things about you, it 
doesn’t matter. You just work as hard as you can and 
do as good as you can every single day, then I think 
we’ll be all right. We feel good about where things 
are ending right now.” 

The mood is far different than it was when the 
season started. The 49ers struggled mightily early 
in the season, including a record five straight losses 
by three points or fewer. 

But sticking together through that process has 
paid dividends now, according to Shanahan. 

“It was hard when we went through it, but the fact 
that we were able to get through it and still find a 
way to get some wins here recently, I think it made 
our team stronger,” he said. 

“When you go through some really hard things 
with each other and you make it through there, 
I feel you get stronger from that stuff I think our 
team has gotten tighter through it, they’ve gotten 
stronger, and that’s led to us starting to win a few 
games and having more confidence. I believe our 
team feels that they are tough enough mentally to 
get through anything.” 
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Baltimore Ravens defensive back Jaylen Hill, left, runs out of bounds in front of Buffalo Bills offensive 
guard Ryan Groy during the second half of a preseason game on Aug. 26 in Baltimore. The Ravens will 
be without special teams standout and backup cornerback Hill, who tore his ACL and MCL. 


Ravens: One more victory 
ends postseason drought 


By David Ginsburg 
Associated Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — Playing their best foot¬ 
ball at just the right time, the Baltimore Ravens 
need only to beat Cincinnati at home on Sunday to 
reach the playoffs for the first time in three years. 

Baltimore has won five of six, the lone flaw in that 
stretch a 39-38 defeat against AFC North champion 
Pittsburgh on the road. 

So, the Ravens (9-6) will enter the finale against 
the Bengals (6-9) riding a wave of momentum that 
started with a 23-0 rout in Green Bay on Nov. 19 and 
extended through last Saturday’s 23-16 win over 
Indianapolis. 

“It’s very important and I’m very happy with it,” 
coach John Harbaugh said Tuesday. “That’s the 
idea.” 

The NFL moved the Bengals-Ravens game and 
several others from 1 p.m. to 4:25 p.m. to lessen the 
possibility of matchups becoming meaningless as 
the day wears on. Though Harbaugh understands 
the reasoning, that doesn’t mean he likes it. 

“I don’t think the NFL did us any favors by mov¬ 
ing it back, but they don’t care about us,” the coach 
said, referring to the notion that ticket-holders who 
had New Year’s Eve plans now must choose between 
football and dinner reservations. 

“That’s kind of tough for the fans. I’m sure they 
have New Year Eve’s plans,” Harbaugh said. “I hope 
our fans are OK with it. I hope they’re into it, I hope 
people get there. The people that have plans, I hope 
they give their tickets to somebody else so they get 
there. I want the place to be packed and loud.” 

Despite their recent surge, the Ravens have been 
performing before thousands of empty seats at each 
home game. 

In a letter to season-ticket holders, team president 
Dick Cass acknowledged that the decision by some 
players to take a knee during the national anthem 
before a Sept. 24 game in London was a factor. 

“We have had significant numbers of no-shows in 
the past when our play on the field has not met the 
high standard we and you have set for the Ravens,” 
Cass wrote. 

“But this year has been different. The numbers 
are higher, and it is noticeable. There are a number 
of reasons for the no-shows, but surely the one-time 



Ravens head coach John Harbaugh wasn’t happy 
with the NFL’s decision to move his team’s New 
Year’s Eve game against Cincinnati from 1 p.m. to 
4:25 p.m., saying it affects ticket holders’ plans. 

protest in London has been a factor.” 

Those who show up this Sunday afternoon will be 
watching a game the Ravens must win to clinch a 
first-round matchup in Kansas City. 

“I think that we are really coming into our own,” 
safety Eric Weddle said. “We’re playing the style 
and game that we envisioned at the beginning of the 
season. We are a team with momentum, and we just 
have to get one more.” 

The Ravens are 16-7 at home in December since 
Harbaugh took over in 2008, winning the past five 
games by a combined score of 152-85. Baltimore 
intends to bolster those numbers against the strug¬ 
gling Bengals, who snapped a three-game skid by 
defeating Detroit at home Sunday. 

“We know what’s ahead of us, and we know what’s 
at stake,” Ravens safety Tony Jefferson said. “We’re 
excited about the opportunity. It is always good 
when your future is in your own hands. We just have 
to go out and get this one last win, and we are in the 
dance.” 

Baltimore will be without special teams standout 
and backup cornerback Jaylen Hill, who tore his 
ACL and MCL against the Colts. 

“A non-contact injury, and just unfortunate for 
him,” Harbaugh said. “He’s a tough young man and 
was really working hard on special teams, develop¬ 
ing as a defensive back.” 
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AFC individual statistics 

Week 16 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Brady, NE 544 367 4387 30 8 

Roethlisberger, PIT 561 360 4251 28 14 

Rivers, LAC 538 332 4128 25 10 

Al. Smith, KC 505 341 4042 26 5 

BortleS,JAC 489 300 3529 21 11 

D. Carr, OAK 487 304 3253 21 12 

Dalton, CIN 452 274 3098 22 12 

Mariota,TEN 432 269 3098 12 15 

Brissett, IND 444 261 2984 12 7 

Flacco, BAL 502 327 2938 16 12 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

K. Hunt, KC 271 1292 4.8 69t " 

L. Bell, PIT 321 1291 - 

McCoy, BUF 276 1128 

M. Gordon, LAC 267 1012 

Fournette, JAC 249 971 

C.J. Anderson, DEN 227 946 

A. Collins, BAL 192 895 4.7 50 5 

Gore, IND 237 861 3.6 21 3 

L. Miller, HOU 230 851 3.7 21 3 

Crowell, CLE 191 832 4.4 59 2 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

101 1533 15.2 57 9 

96 1378 14.4 72t 13 

93 1260 13.5 51 5 

75 1183 15.8 79t 7 

69 1084 15.7 53t 8 

73 1061 14.5 77t 8 

83 1038 12.5 44 8 

60 1003 16.7 64t 6 

54 952 17.6 80t 4 

62 939 15.169t 7 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


A. Brown, PIT 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
K. Allen, LAC 
T. Hill, KC 
Gronkowski, NE 
A. Green, CIN 
Kelce, KC 
Cooks, NE 
T. Hilton, IND 
R. Anderson, NYJ 


Kern, TEN 
Lechler, HOU 
Kaser, LAC 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
M. King, OAK 
Huber, CIN 
Lac. Edwards, NYJ 
Dixon, DEN 
Koch, BAL 
Sanchez, IND 


Mickens, JAC 
Campanaro, BAL 
T. Benjamin, LAC 
A. Jackson, TEN 
Amendola, NE 
McKenzie, DEN 
T. Hill, KC 
J. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
Peppers, CLE 


D. Lewis, NE 
A. Hunt, KC 
A. Jackson, TEN 
J. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
Tate, BUF 


D. Hopkins, HOU 
M. Gordon, LAC 
L. Bell, PIT 
Fournette, JAC 
K. Hunt, KC 
A. Brown, PIT 
Crabtree, OAK 
Gronkowski, NE 


Gostkowski, NE 
Boswell, PIT 
Butker, KC 
Tucker, BAL 
Succop, TEN 
Hauschka, BUF 
Vinatieri, IND 
Catanzaro, NYJ 
McManus, DEN 
Fairbairn, HOU 
Parkey, MIA 


3345 74 50.7 
4306 68 48.9 
72 3495 69 48.5 

75 3606 67 48.1 
66 3134 65 47.5 
80 3759 63 47.0 
87 4054 70 46.6 
69 3174 60 46.0 

76 3432 67 45.2 
79 3529 61 44.7 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 
23 274 11.9 72 1 

21 249 11.9 77t 1 
27 257 9.5 65t 1 

30 271 9.0 46 0 

23 207 9.0 40 0 

21 183 8.7 44 0 

25 204 8.2 82t 1 

23 178 7.7 27 0 

35 253 7.2 29 0 

29 182 6.3 25 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
23 570 24.8103t 1 
25 611 24.4 42 0 

25 578 23.1 57 0 

21 479 22.8 31 0 

31 646 20.8 41 0 

27 527 19.5 29 0 

Touchdowns 

-- Rec Ret Pts 


0 13 


0 78 
0 72 
0 66 
0 60 
0 60 
0 56 
0 52 
0 50 

:king 

PAT FG LG Pts 

42-44 36-39 62 150 
33-35 35-38 53 138 
25-25 36-40 53 133 
36-36 32-35 57 132 
31-32 32-39 52 127 

28- 28 26-30 56 106 
20-22 27-32 53 101 

29- 29 23-27 57 98 

24- 24 23-31 53 93 
31-34 18-23 55 85 

25- 28 20-22 54 85 


AFC team statistics 


New England 

Pittsburgh 

Kansas City 

Jacksonvilie 

L.A. Chargers 

Houston 

Denver 

Oakland 

Tennessee 

N.Y. Jets 

Baltimore 

Miami 

Cleveland 

Buffalo 

Indianapolis 

Cincinnati 


Denver 

Jacksonvilie 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

L.A. Chargers 

Tennessee 

Miami 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Houston 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

Kansas City 

New England 

Indianapolis 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 


1 255.7 
1 229.8 

270.1 
210.3 

207.1 
. 226.7 
I 205.0 
I 198.3 


275.3 81.3 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 


175.9 

185.9 

193.9 


1 173.5 

196.3 
I 213.9 

230.7 
I 195.0 

245.5 
1 227.8 
1 231.9 
1 212.3 
' 246.3 
I 237.7 

228.3 


NFC individual statistics 


Stafford, DET 
Brees, NOR 
Cousins, WAS 
Goff, LA 
M. Ryan, ATL 
R. Wilson, SEA 
Keenum, MIN 
Manning, NYG 
Wentz, PHL 
Prescott, DAL 


Gurley, LA 
J. Howard, CHI 
Ingram, NOR 
E. Elliott, DAL 
Hyde, SNF 
D. Freeman, ATL 
L. Murray, MIN 
Blount, PHL 
Newton, CAR 
Kamara, NOR 


Week 16 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

536 351 4123 26 10 

506 364 4089 22 8 

503 327 3935 27 10 

477 296 3804 28 7 

484 314 3778 19 12 

524 321 3762 32 11 

452 304 3358 21 7 

543 342 3336 18 12 

440 265 3296 33 7 

460 291 3146 21 13 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

279 1305 4.7 57t 13 

267 1113 - 

217 1089 


4.2 53 
5.0 72 12 

4.1 30 7 

3.8 61 6 

4.6 44 7 

3.7 46 6 

4.4 68 2 

5.4 69 6 

6.2 74t 7 


185 842 
196 731 
164 729 
128 695 
111 684 
Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
Ju. Jones, ATL 83 1364 16.4 53 3 

Thlelen, MIN 85 1215 14.3 65t 4 

Mic. Thomas, NOR 98 1151 11.7 35 5 

Fitzgerald, ARI 101 1101 10.9 37 6 

57 1020 17.9 58 8 

66 946 14.3 42t 5 

54 934 17.3 83t 1 

71 901 12.7 54 6 

85 899 10.6 45t 4 

74 885 12.0 55t 10 
Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

-■> 70 47.8 


M. Jones, DET 
Mi. Evans, TAM 
M. Goodwin, SNF 
Baldwin, SEA 
Tate, DET 
D. Adams, GBY 


Hekker, LA 
Morstead, NOR 
A. Lee, ARI 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Palardy, CAR 
Do. Jones, PHL 
Way, WAS 
Jo. Ryan, SEA 
Bosher, ATL 
Wing, NYG 


Agnew, DET 
P. Cooper, LA 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
Sherels, MIN 
Barner, PHL 
Cohen, CHI 
T. Taylor, SNF 
Switzer, DAL 
A. Roberts, ATL 
McCaffrey, CAR 


P. Cooper, LA 
Switzer, DAL 
Lockett, SEA 
Tr. Davis, GBY 
A. Roberts, ATL 
Cohen, CHI 
Bolden, SNF 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 
Ingram, NOR 
J. Graham, SEA 

D. Adams, GBY 
Jeffery, PHL 
Agholor, PHL 

E. Elliott, DAL 
J. Howard, CHI 


Zuerlein, LA 
Gould, SNF 
Lutz, NOR 
Forbath, MIN 
M. Bryant, ATL 
Prater, DET 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Gano, CAR 
Ph. Dawson, ARI 
Walsh, SEA 


58 2772 7 
56 2637 68 47.1 
82 3840 62 46.8 
80 3724 69 46.6 
64 2940 63 45.9 
60 2734 62 45.6 
74 3368 64 45.5 
84 3793 74 45.2 
48 2146 62 44.7 
86 3826 69 44.5 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

26 41616.0 88t 2 

. 30 393 13.1 53 0 

22 243 11.0 65 0 

32 321 10.0 46 0 

24 229 9.5 76 0 

28 259 9.2 61t 1 

27 249 9.2 39 0 

28 244 8.7 83t 1 

23 183 8.0 27 0 

22 162 7.4 25 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
34 932 27.4103t 1 

23 586 25.5 61 0 

33 793 24.0 57 0 

28 671 24.0 34 0 

38 860 22.6 61 0 

23 516 22.4 46 0 

19 396 20.8 34 0 

Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
■ 0114 


12 7 5 0 74 

12 12 0 0 72 

10 0 10 0 62 

10 0 10 0 60 

9 0 9 0 60 

9 0 8 0 54 

9 7 2 0 54 

9 9 0 0 54 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

44-46 38-40 56 158 
24-26 37-39 52 135 
44-47 30-35 53 134 
31-36 32-37 53 127 
34-34 29-34 57 121 
37-38 28-33 58 121 
39-42 26-31 61 117 

33- 36 28-29 48 117 
21-24 28-36 57 105 

34- 35 20-27 49 94 


NFC team statistics 


New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

L.A. Rams 

Atlanta 

Minnesota 

Tampa Bay 

San Franciscc 

Detroit 

Dallas 

Washington 

Seattle 

Carolina 
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Washington 
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Detroit 
Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Giants 


AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

395.7 131.9 
375.5 136.3 

368.9 123.4 

364.4 119.1 

358.9 120.7 

357.4 " ‘ 

341.7 

336.5 

334.1 136.: 

333.5 


99.5 


92.5 


306.9 

311.9 

313.5 

318.5 105.5 


Pass 

263.9 

239.2 

245.5 

245.3 

238.2 
268.1 

242.2 

258.5 
198.0 
241.0 

230.8 

194.4 
233.1 

I 223.9 

200.9 
: 176.0 

I Pass 
193.8 
I 231.0 


: 217.9 
324.7 106.3 218.4 

327.5 113.9 213.7 

328.6 111.8 216.8 

331.4 119.2 212.2 

345.7 125.7 219.9 

348.4 116.1 232.3 

358.3 117.3 241.0 

362.4 113.1 249.3 

381.7 119.2 262.5 
384.9 124.8 260.1 
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Ex-Steeler Harrison 
signs with Patriots 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

James Harrison is no longer 
the odd man out or the oldest man 
in the locker room. 

The ex-Steelers star signed a 
one-year deal with the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots on Tuesday, three 
days after his unceremonious de¬ 
parture from Pittsburgh. 

The 39-year-old linebacker 
posted a photo on Instagram 
showing himself with 40-year-old 
quarterback Tom Brady in New 
England’s locker room, writing 
that he finally has “a teammate 
that’s older than me!” 

The AFC North champion 
Steelers released the five-time 
Pro Bowl linebacker and 2008 
NFL defensive player of the year 
on Saturday to make room for 
right tackle Marcus Gilbert, who 
is returning from a suspension 
for violating the league’s per¬ 
formance-enhancing substance 
policy. 

“We make the decisions we feel 
give us the very best chance to 
win,” Steelers coach Mike Tom¬ 
lin said Tuesday when asked why 
the team didn’t release a different 
player to make room for Gilbert. 
“We needed the people we kept. 
We needed to activate Marcus 
Gilbert. Really, it’s nothing more 
than that.” 

A day before, Tomlin had said 
following Pittsburgh’s 34-6 win 
over Houston that clinched a 
first-round playoff bye that dif¬ 
ficult decisions such as this are 
“just life in football.” 

To make room on their roster, 
the Patriots released linebacker 
Trevor Reilly. 

Harrison, who is the Steelers’ 


career leader in sacks, piling up 
80y2 during his 14 seasons with 
the Steelers and 82 y 2 during his 
career, briefly retired in Septem¬ 
ber 2014 following a forgettable 
2013 season in Cincinnati but re¬ 
turned when the Steelers ran into 
injury trouble. 

He collected at least five sacks 
every season between 2014 and 
2016 and signed a two-year deal 
last spring that would have kept 
him in Pittsburgh through his 
40th birthday. 

But Harrison’s playing time 
dipped significantly this season 
— he has just one sack. He was 
active in just five games despite 
being injury-free and with the 
Steelers turning more toward 
outside linebackers Bud Dupree 
and rookie T. J. Watt. 

The Patriots have been thin at 
defensive end and outside line¬ 
backer all season. 

New England, which won the 
AFC East for a ninth consecutive 
season, can wrap up the AFC’s top 
seed with a win over the Jets this 
weekend or a loss by the Steelers, 
who host winless Cleveland. 

The Patriots and Steelers are 
both 12-3 and have wrapped up 
first-round byes. New England 
owns the tiebreaker by virtue 
of its 27-24 win at Pittsburgh on 
Dec. 17. 

Harrison would get a chance 
to face his former team if the 
Patriots and Steelers meet in the 
conference championship for a 
rematch of last year’s title game, 
which New England won 36-17 
on its way to its fifth Super Bowl 
title. 

Only Pittsburgh, with six, owns 
more Super Bowl wins. 



Peter Diana, Post-Gazette/AP 


Pittsburgh linebacker James Harrison takes part in the team’s 
practice last week. The New England Patriots signed Harrison on 
Tuesday after he was released Saturday by the Steelers. 



Rick Scuteri/AP 

Kansas State quarterback Alex Delton, center, scores a touchdown against UCLA in the second half of 
the Cactus Bo^ on Tuesday. Delton accounted for four touchdowns, and Kansas State won 35-17. 


Bowls roundup 


Kansas St. runs over UCLA 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Bill Snyder stood on a makeshift 
stage in the middle of a baseball stadium with a roof, 
a sparkling trophy at his side depicting a football 
sailing through cactus uprights. 

If this was the end of his storied coaching career 
at Kansas State, it sure was a great way to go out. 

Alex Delton ran for 158 yards and accounted for 
four touchdowns, leading the Wildcats to a 35-17 
Cactus Bowl victory over UCLA on Tuesday night 
in what could be Snyder’s final game. 

“We’ve got so many people to be proud of at Kan¬ 
sas State University and it starts with our players, 
quite obviously,” Snyder said. 

Delton replaced Skylar Thompson late in the first 
quarter and scored on runs of 68 yards, 3 yards and 
1 yard. Alex Barnes added 117 yards and a touch¬ 
down for the Wildcats, who rushed for 345 yards. 

Kansas State (8-5) struggled in the first half 
against UCLA’s potent offense, but shut down the 
Bruins in the second to give Snyder his 210th — and 
possibly last — win with the Wildcats. 

UCLA (6-7) played without top NFL prospect 
Josh Rosen, who’s recovering from a concussion, 
and built a 10-point halftime lead without its star 
quarterback. 

The Bruins’ offensive success didn’t carry over 
into the second half and their defense had a hard 
time containing Delton, saddling interim coach 
Jedd Fisch with a loss in his last game before Chip 
Kelly takes over the program. 

“We handled a ton of adversity this year and a ton 
of change,” Fisch said. “After the [USC] week, they 
continued to play as hard as possible.” 

Snyder turned around one of the nation’s worst 
programs after taking over in 1989, leading the 
Wildcats to eight straight bowl appearances after 
un-retiring in 2008. 

He says he has not decided whether he will return 
for a 27th season or retire again to spend time with 
his family. 

The 78-year-old coach made a quarterback change 
in the first quarter after Thompson threw an inter¬ 
ception. Delton had an immediate impact, bursting 
up the middle for a 68-yard touchdown run. 

Snyder opted to go for it on fourth-and-goal from 
the 1 in the third quarter, and Delton came through 
again, bulling his way through a massive pile — with 
some help from his teammates. 

Kansas State’s Denzel Goolsby recovered Bolu 
Olorunfunmi’s fumble at the Bruins 24-yard line 
on the next play from scrimmage, and Delton hit 
Dominique Heath for an 8-yard touchdown to give 
the Wildcats the lead. 

“That was possibly the play of the ballgame,” Sny¬ 
der said. 

UCLA turned it over on downs — after a success¬ 


ful fake punt — and Kansas State turned its fourth- 
down try into a touchdown, with Alex Barnes putting 
the Wildcats up 28-17 with a 41-yard run. 

Kansas State ended UCLA’s comeback hopes with 
an eight-minute drive capped by Delton’s final TD 
run. 

Rosen, expected to leave for the NFL after his ju¬ 
nior year, was in uniform and warmed up before the 
game. 

Reports surfaced this week that Rosen wouldn’t 
play in the bowl game, possibly to protect himself 
from injury. Fisch shot that notion down quickly. 

“I want to be clear on this: Josh wanted to play,” 
he said. “Josh was unable to play because of the fact 
that he had two concussions within a four-week span 
in November, and our physicians didn’t feel comfort¬ 
able putting him out there and putting him at risk 
for a possibility of a third concussion.” 

Heart of Dallas Bowl 

Utah 30, West Virginia 14: Zach Moss took a 
third-down handoff and quickly burst through the 
line and into an opening in the middle of the field. 
The Utes were off and running to another bowl 
victory. 

Moss ran for 150 yards, including a career-long 
58-yard run for a touchdown on Utah’s opening 
drive on the way to a win over West Virginia. The 
Utes are now 11-1 in postseason games under Kyle 
Whittingham, who matched Alabama’s Nick Saban 
for the most bowl wins by an active coach. 

Utah sophomore quarterback Tyler Huntley 
scored twice, both on 2-yard keepers, but they led 
for good in their fifth straight bowl victory after 
Moss broke free on a drizzly and chilly day in Cot¬ 
ton Bowl Stadium. 

“It was very important for us to come out of the 
gates with a big play early on and set the tone,” said 
Moss, who like Huntley still has two seasons left 
with the Utes (7-6). 

West Virginia (7-6) finished the season with its 
third straight loss. The Mountaineers had only 153 
total yards without junior quarterback Will Grier, 
who broke a finger Nov. 18, and 1,000-yard rusher 
Justin Crawford, a senior who bypassed the bowl 
game in advance of the NFL Draft. 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Duke 36, N. Illinois 14: At Detroit, Daniel Jones 
threw for two touchdowns and ran for one as the 
Blue Devils throttled the Huskies. 

Jones finished with 338 yards of offense, while 
Shaun Wilson and Brittain Brown added touch¬ 
downs for Duke (7-6). 

“We knew Northern Illinois had a lot of success 
rushing the passer this year, but our offensive line 
really controlled things,” Jones said. “That really 
opened things up.” 
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Georgia coach 
directs quick 
turnaround 

By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATHENS, Ga. — One year ago, it was 
difficult to see the foundation for success 
Kirby Smart was building at Georgia. 

This year’s spot in the College Football 
Playoff seemed like a distant dream when 
the Bulldogs finished 8-5 in Smart’s 2016 
debut as coach. Among the low points were 
home losses to Van¬ 
derbilt and Georgia 
Tech. 

Wide receiver Terry 
Godwin says players 
expected this year’s 
turnaround. He in¬ 
sists players’ belief in 
Smart never wavered. 

“Of course not,” 
Godwin said Tuesday. 
“As a player, we never 
had any doubts in that 
locker room. We knew 
once everything got clicking and rolling 
and everyone bought in and knew what 
they were supposed to do and knew their 
assignments, it was going to be a special 
year, and that’s what it turned out to be.” 

Smart has guided No. 3 Georgia to a 12- 
1 record, its first Southeastern Conference 
championship since 2005 and a Rose Bowl 
playoff game against No. 2 Oklahoma on 
Jan. 1. The Bulldogs are two wins from their 
first national championship since 1980. 

It was most important that Smart won 
over the players he inherited from former 
coach Mark Richt. The crucial vote of con¬ 
fidence in Smart came after last season 
when four top players — running backs 
Nick Chubb and Sony Michel and lineback¬ 
ers Lorenzo Carter and Davin Bellamy 
— announced they would return for their 
senior seasons instead of entering the NFL 
Draft. 

“For everybody to stay ... it felt special 
because we knew coming into the season 
we were going to have something special,” 
Godwin said. “With coach Smart bringing 
that grudge and physicality, it just went 
with our swagger and we knew that with 
this team staying together and those guys 
coming back we were going to have some¬ 
thing special this year. That’s what we’re 
doing.” 

Smart celebrated on the field with his 
players as confetti fell from the roof of 
Atlanta’s new Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
after Georgia beat Auburn 28-7 in the SEC 
championship game Dec. 2. 

Then Smart went to work to make sure 
his players understood there are bigger 
games ahead. 

The coach is turning up the volume to 
make his point. 

“That’s probably why you hear my voice 
is hoarse right now,” Smart said Monday. 
“I’m trying to make sure they understand 
that you can’t acknowledge the pats on the 
back. You can’t embrace that. You can’t feel 
good about yourself because obviously ... 
winning the SEC championship is a great 
honor and they’ll have that for a long time. 
It will be on these walls for a long time, but 
they can’t be satisfied.” 

Smart’s winning formula has been no 
surprise. 

The former longtime Alabama defensive 
coordinator has helped build one of the 
nation’s top defenses, led by Butkus Award 
winner Roquan Smith. The Crimson Tide 
won four national championships with 
Smart serving as Nick Saban’s top defen¬ 
sive coach, and now Georgia’s defense is 
thriving with similar speed and depth. 




Oklahoma left tackle Orlando Brown Jr., above, 
always wanted to be better than his father, who 
started 119 games for the Cleveland Browns and 
Baltimore Ravens. Junior is on track to get there: 
he’s a first-team All-American who is expected to go in 
the first round of the NFL Draft if he leaves school early. 

Sue Ogrocki/AP 


“His dad would stay on him, like, 
‘You’re playing too timid, you don’t want 
to play this game, you don’t want to play 
it because you’re not playing the way you 
should be playing,”’ said Orlando Jr.’s 
mother, Mira Brown. 

Orlando Sr. went well beyond critiqu¬ 
ing his son’s lack of intensity. He taught 
him about focus, good eating habits and 
the importance of training and study. 
Though Orlando Sr. died in 2011, he still 
affects his son. In chasing his dreams 
of being better than his father, Orlando 
Jr. has become a player few thought he 
could become. 

The 6-foot-8, 345-pounder is a key 
reason the Sooners will play in a playoff 
semifinal against Georgia on Jan. 1. 

“I made a promise to my dad that I’d 
be a 10-year vet, NFL Hall of Famer,” 
Orlando Jr. said. “That’s kind of what 
my goal has been since I started playing. 
Obviously, you set smaller goals there 
— one of my goals was to be a unanimous 


All-American. I haven’t 
reached that top one yet 
— I’m not even in the league, 
kind of far from it, so I’m just con¬ 
tinuing to work and stay grounded.” 

Orlando Jr.’s results are new, but his 
focus is not. Mira Brown said her son has 
been locked in since those junior high 
days when he weighed about 400 pounds. 

“I’ve never had to tell Orlando, ‘Let’s 
go,”’ she said. “Even being sick. I’ve 
never had to say, ‘Get up, come on,’ any 
of that. He’s always been ready to go.” 

Perhaps that’s because he knows he 
has big shoes to fill. Orlando Sr. started 
119 games for the Cleveland Browns and 
Baltimore Ravens. Orlando Jr. isn’t even 
sure where the drive to exceed his dad’s 
accomplishments came from. 

“I don’t know specifically what it was 
for me that set it off, but I just wanted to 
be great, man,” Orlando Jr. said. “I prob¬ 
ably could have been anything I wanted 
to be, but for me, it’s just always been 
football.” 

The fact that he’s at Oklahoma is a bit of 
an accident. The native of Duluth, Ga., had 
committed to Tennessee, but Mira Brown 
said the Volunteers pulled their offer. His 


first year on campus, he redshirted and 
played on the scout team. 

It was humbling for a young man 
whose father was nicknamed “Zeus.” 

Brown’s grades were shaky in high 
school, but Mira Brown said Orlando Jr. 
made the dean’s list his first semester on 
campus and has been solid in the class¬ 
room since. He’s on track to graduate in 
May with a degree in human relations. 

“That means everything,” Mira Brown 
said. “Being an NFL wife myself, play¬ 
ing in the NFL, not only is it important to 
play the game in the NFL and reach your 
goals, it’s also important to know what to 
do after your career in the NFL.” 

Oklahoma offensive line coach Bill Be- 
denbaugh said Brown is just starting to 
reach his potential. 

“It’s just a natural progression,” Be- 
denbaugh said. “I said this last year 
— I thought he would make that im¬ 
provement. But he’s nowhere close to 
where he’s going to be next year, two 
years, three years, four years down the 
road. I mean, he’s got so much more that 
he can improve on. It’s good to see the 
player he is right now. His best football is 
really ahead of him.” 
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Bowl capsules 



Military Bowl 

At Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6, 3-5 ACC) vs. 

Navy (6-5, 4-4 American Athietic), 
7:30 p.m. Thursday CET 
3:30 a.m. Friday JKT, AFN-Sports 

Top players: Virginia: QB Kurt 
Benkert set a school single-season 
passing record with 3,062 yards and 
tied for the ACC lead in touchdown 
passes with 25. The senior is the first 
player in school history to throw 20 TD 
passes or more in consecutive seasons. 
Navy: QB Zach Abey is the AAC’s lead¬ 
ing rusher, averaging 132.2 yards per 
game, but he will be replaced by Mal¬ 
colm Perry, who ran for more than 200 
yards in each of his two starts. The 
Midshipmen are second in the nation 
in rushing offense, averaging 343 yards 
per game. 

Notable: Virginia: LB Micah Kiser 
and FS Quin Blanding are the only 
pair of teammates from a Power Five 
school to rank in the top 15 nationally 
in tackles. Kiser leads the ACC and is 
tied for fourth nationally with 134 while 
Blanding is 15th with 121. Navy: After 
losing to Army, the Midshipmen have 
dropped six of their last seven games 
after starting the season 5-0. 

Last time: This will be the 40th 
meeting, but the first since 1994. Vir¬ 
ginia has won the last five, including a 
47-10 victory in the last meeting. 

Bowl history: Virginia is 7-11 in 
bowl games and has dropped its last 
two. This is the Cavaliers’ first bowl trip 
since 2011. Navy is 10-11-1 in bowl 
games but has won three of its last four. 
This is the third time it has appeared in 
the Military Bowl and the second time 
it has happened on the Midshipmen’s 
home field. 


Alamo Bowl 

At San Antonio 
Stanford (9-4, Pac-12) 
vs TCU (10-3, Big 12) 

3 a.m. Friday CET 
11 a.m. Friday JKT, AFN-Sports 
Top players: Stanford: RB Bryce 
Love, 1,973 yards rushing, 17 TDs. Fie 
had 12 runs of at least 50 yards this 
season. TCU: QB Kenny Hill, 2,838 
yards passing, 21 TDs 
Notable: Stanford: The Cardinal 
lost to use in the Pac-12 title game 
31-28, missing out on a New Year’s Six 
bowl invite. But Stanford won its pre¬ 
vious three games, including a 38-20 
thrashing of Notre Dame. TCU: The 
Horned Frogs lost twice to CFP partici¬ 
pant Oklahoma and at Iowa State. TCU 
went 3-3 after starting 7-0. They are 
fourth national in rushing defense, al¬ 
lowing less than 100 yards a game. 

Last time: TCU 31, Stanford 14. 
(Sept. 8, 2008) 

Bowl history: Stanford: First ap¬ 
pearance in the Alamo Bowl, 29th 
bowl appearance in school history. 
TCU: Second appearance in the Alamo 
Bowl in three seasons, 33rd bowl ap¬ 
pearance in school history. 


Camping World Bowl 

At Orlando, Fla. 

No. 17 Oklahoma State (9-3 Big 12) 
vs. No. 22 Virginia Tech (9-3 ACC) 
11:15 p.m. Thursday CET 
7:15 a.m. Friday JKT, AFN-Sports 
Top players: Oklahoma State: QB 
Mason Rudolph, 4,553 yards pass¬ 
ing, 35 touchdowns. The Cowboys 
also have two 1,000-yard receivers in 
James Washington (69 catches, 1,423 
yards, 12 touchdowns) and Marcell 
Ateman (54-1,049-8). Virginia Tech: 
LB Tremaine Edmunds, 102 tackles, 
14 tackles for loss, 5 V 2 sacks, 3 forced 
fumbles. 

Notable: Oklahoma State: The 

Cowboys average 392.3 yards pass¬ 
ing per game to lead all Football Bowl 
Subdivision teams. Oklahoma State 
ranks second nationally in total offense 
(575.7) and third in scoring (46.3). Vir¬ 
ginia Tech: The Hokies allow just 13.5 
points per game to rank fifth nationally 
in scoring defense. Six different Hok¬ 
ies have more than 200 yards on the 
ground this season, and those options 
make it difficult for opposing defensive 
coordinators to prepare for the up¬ 
tempo attack. 

Last time: Virginia Tech beat Okla¬ 
homa State 34-32 on Oct. 14, 1972. 

Bowl history: Oklahoma State: 
First Camping World Bowl appearance 
and 12th straight bowl berth overall. In 
its only previous appearance in an Or¬ 
lando bowl, Oklahoma State beat BYU 
49-21 in the 1976 Tangerine Bowl. 
Virginia Tech: Second Camping World 
Bowl berth and 25th consecutive bowl 
appearance overall. The Hokies beat 
Rutgers 13-10 in overtime in the 2012 
Camping World Bowl, then known as 
the Russell Athletic Bowl. 



Thursday at San Diego 
Michigan State (9-3, Big Ten) vs. 
Washington State (9-3, Pac-12) 
Top players: Michigan State: C 

Brian Allen, named second-team All- 
Big Ten by coaches and media. Wash¬ 
ington State: RB Jamal Morrow, 522 
yards rushing, 479 receiving. 

Notable: Michigan State: The 
Spartans completely reversed last sea¬ 
son’s 3-9 record with a young team that 
wasn’t expected to do much. WR Fel¬ 
ton Davis has 51 catches for 658 yards 
and eight TDs. Washington State: The 
Cougars were the only Pac-12 team to 
beat conference champ Southern Cali¬ 
fornia this year. Washington State has 
scored at least 30 points eight times. 

Last time: Washington State 23, 
Michigan State 21. (Sept. 17, 1977) 
Bowl history: Michigan State: 
First appearance in Holiday Bowl, 10th 
bowl in 11 seasons under coach Mark 
Dantonio. Washington State: Fourth 
appearance in Holiday Bowl and sec¬ 
ond in a row, fourth bowl appearance 
in six years under coach Mike Leach. 

— The Associated Press 
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Navy’s Malcolm Perry, middle, gets dragged down by Army players on Dec. 9 in Philadelphia. 


QB: Perry has proven his ability 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Perry proved during two previous starts at 
quarterback that his game-breaking ability can 
overcome or mask other issues. The sophomore sen¬ 
sation rushed for 282 yards and four touchdowns 
against SMU, then added 250 yards and a score ver¬ 
sus archrival Army. 

Jasper and head coach Ken Niumatalolo have 
since determined that Perry is the future at quar¬ 
terback and his tenure begins Thursday in 
the Military Bowl. 

“We feel Malcolm is the quarterback 
that gives us the best chance to win foot¬ 
ball games from here on out,” Jasper said. 
“Malcolm is now a full-time quarterback 
so his thought process needs to be solely 
that of a quarterback. Now it’s my job to get 
him ready going forward.” 

Navy’s coaching staff entered this sea¬ 
son believing Abey could do a superb job at 
quarterback and that Perry could contrib¬ 
ute as a starting slotback. Things seemed 
fine through five games as Abey rushed for 
870 yards and nine touchdowns while lead¬ 
ing the Midshipmen to an unbeaten start. 

Perry had 346 yards rushing and 98 
yards receiving at that point in the season, 
but had only touched the ball 32 times on 
offense — an average of less than seven per 
game. By contrast, Abey had a whopping 
146 carries through five games, prompting 
many observers to wonder why the staff 
wasn’t doing more to get the ball into the 
hands of its most dangerous weapon. 

Things began to go south for the Navy 
offense during a 30-27 loss to Memphis, 
which stacked the box with nine defenders 
to take away the inside running game. Abey made 
several bad decisions on perimeter option plays, in¬ 
cluding a couple of poor pitches, and the Midship¬ 
men continuously attempted to pound the ball up the 
middle against a wall of defenders. 

Other opponents employed a similar defensive 
game plan featuring an eight-man front and sud¬ 
denly the offense went stagnant. Navy averaged just 
over 23 points in five of the final six games of the 
regular season. Of course, the one good game for the 
offense during that stretch came when Perry ran 
wild to lead a 43-40 win against SMU. 

“It’s just the way the season went. We started off 
great, then the wheels came off,” Jasper said. “In 
one of the key games that we had to win, Malcolm 
gave us a spark and was a difference-maker.” 

Abey started at Notre Dame when Perry was 
sidelined with an ankle injury and did so again at 
Houston with Perry returning to slotback. Niumat¬ 


alolo and Jasper decided to unveil the secret weapon 
for the second time in the season against Army and 
Perry was spectacular again. 

Watching Perry run for 532 yards and five touch¬ 
downs as a quarterback made the coaching staff re¬ 
alize he needed to play the position that handles the 
ball on every play. 

“When you have a player that can make everyone 
else better because of what he can do with the foot¬ 
ball in his hands, that’s the guy you have 
to go with,” Jasper said. “Malcolm has a 
tremendous upside because he can make 
plays with his legs.” 

Perry’s speed on the outside automatical¬ 
ly forces opponents to respect the perime¬ 
ter element of Navy’s triple-option. Having 
Perry at quarterback gives defensive coor¬ 
dinators one other wrinkle to worry about 
as he has proven adept at running the zone 
option out of the shotgun formation. 

“Having Malcolm at quarterback defi¬ 
nitely gives opponents more to prepare for 
because he’s good under center and in the 
gun. Hopefully, that will help us out mov¬ 
ing forward,” Jasper said. 

The 5-foot-9 Perry is generously listed 
at 185 pounds, which he probably does not 
weigh at this point in the season. Jasper 
acknowledged that it will be important for 
the youngster to bulk up a bit during the 
offseason in order to withstand the pound¬ 
ing an option quarterback takes over the 
course of a 12-game season. 

“We do need to put some weight and 
strength on Malcolm. I’d like to see him 
at around 195,” Jasper said. “That’s about 
what Keenan (Reynolds) weighed, and 
people forget that Keenan carried the ball 300 times 
one year. We can do that with Malcolm.” 

Perry smiled and nodded his head when asked 
if he remembers the first day his dad gave him the 
keys to the car. In essence, that is what the Navy 
coaching staff is now doing — turning the controls 
of the offense over to the Tennessee native. 

“I just want to come out to practice and get better 
every day, learn from my mistakes and do whatever 
I can to put my team in the best position to win,” 
Perry said. 

Thursday’s Military Bowl marks the first time 
Perry has gone into a game as the announced start¬ 
er. He did not downplay the significance. 

“I think it’s an important chance to show what 
I can do, but also important for the team to show 
out,” he said. “The outcome of this game really mat¬ 
ters because we want to carry momentum into the 
offseason.” 


^When 
you have a 
player that 
can make 
everyone 
else better 
because 
of what 
he can do 
with the 
football in 
his hands, 
that’s the 
guy you 
have to go 
with. ^ 

Ivin Jasper 

Navy offensive 
coordinator 
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MILITARY BOWL 


Perry takes over as Navy QB 


said. “I’m the first to admit that I didn’t 
do the best job I could this season.” 

Season-long starter Zach Abey had 
success running the ball inside, but 
sometimes struggled with reading de¬ 
fenses and implementing the perimeter 
element of the triple-option. The junior 
has amassed 1,325 rushing yards — the 
sixth-best, single-season total in pro¬ 
gram history. 

“It wasn’t just Zach. We didn’t play 
very well overall. We didn’t play well 
up front, didn’t play well at slotback, 
didn’t play well at wide receiver. Every¬ 
thing just went bad,” Jasper said. “This 
is nothing against Zach, who has done 
all we’ve asked. It just comes down to 
looking at what helps us win football 
games and we feel this kid definitely 
does that.” 

SEE QB ON PAGE 31 


By Bill Wagner 

The (Annapolis, Md.) Capital 

M alcolm Perry is now offi¬ 
cially the starting quarter¬ 
back, but he is not the one 
and only answer to Navy’s 
ongoing offensive struggles. 

Navy’s patented triple-option offense 
did not operate smoothly during the 
second half of the season and a change 
at quarterback will not fix all the prob¬ 
lems. That was the message of offensive 
coordinator Ivin Jasper, who cited a 
mixture of missed assignments, pen¬ 
alties and turnovers as major reasons 
why the Midshipmen were unable to 
sustain drives. 

“Things just weren’t going right with 
the offense. I wasn’t coaching great and 
the group wasn’t playing great,” Jasper 


Navy’s Malcolm Perry had 250 yards rushing on 30 carries against Army. 
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